The-Census Project

June 4, 2018

The Honorable Jerry Moran The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen

Chairman Vice Chairwoman

Senate Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations
Subcommittee Subcommittee

Washington DC 20510 Washington DC 20510

Dear Chairman Moran and Vice Chairwoman Shaheen,

As you prepare to mark up the Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS)
appropriations bill, we are writing on behalf of The Census Project (www.thecensusproject.org),
a broad-based network of business, civic, and academic groups committed to a full, fair,
complete, and accurate 2020 Census, to express support for funding the U.S. Census Bureau.
Specifically, we urge the Subcommittee to match the funding level that the House
Appropriations Committee approved in its version of the FY 2019 CJS bill.

After years of delayed and insufficient funding, Census stakeholders are grateful for both the
generous appropriation and flexible spending authority the Census Bureau received in the FY
2018 omnibus appropriations bill. Further, we are pleased that the House Appropriations
Committee has prioritized funding for the Census Bureau in FY 2019, allocating $4.799 billion
for the Census Bureau, almost $2 billion above the FY2018 appropriation, $999 million above
the administration’s request, and almost $70 million more than census stakeholders
recommended.

FY 2019 is a pivotal year for 2020 Census preparations and the last opportunity the Bureau has
to ensure information technology systems and new operations are in place for a successful
decennial census. Additional investments are necessary for the Bureau to build upon momentum
that the FY 2018 omnibus bill provided and fully launch all operational and administrative
aspects of the 2020 Census. These activities include completing all address canvassing
operations, opening Area Census Offices, finalizing IT systems readiness and security, and
recruiting and hiring approximately 76,000 personnel.

The additional funding that the House Appropriations Committee recommended would allow the
Bureau to initiate and expand other activities that have lingered as a result of recent budget
cutbacks and delays. These activities would include increasing the number of partnership
specialists or assistants from 1,000 to 2,000; expanding targeted advertising and promotion to
hard-to-count communities as part of the Communications Campaign; and broadening the
agency’s ‘field footprint’ through more local census offices or questionnaire assistance centers,
thus ensuring a greater presence in every region of the country in light of a lower projected self-
response rate. Support for these additional outreach and education activities is particularly
important, given Commerce Secretary Ross’ recent decision to add an untested citizenship
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question to the 2020 Census —which could discourage participation among certain hard-to-count
communities. The additional funding should also enable the Bureau to continue its other
activities, which include conducting the ongoing American Community Survey and other
demographic and economic surveys, and to establish a $300 million plus contingency fund as it
has for past decennials in the event of IT failures or natural disasters, including hurricanes and
wildfires, related to the 2020 Census.

Fiscal Year 2019 is a critical year on the path toward the decennial census—our nation’s largest,
most complex peacetime mobilization. The census is one of the federal government’s few
constitutionally required activities and is the basis for apportioning seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives. Decennial census data are the foundation of our democracy, influencing a wide
range of decisions in the private and public sectors. These decisions include the allocation of
more than $800 billion in federal assistance annually, industry investments, and state and local
government planning.

In closing, we thank you once again for working with your colleagues in the House in FY 2018
and recognizing the significance of the Census Bureau’s work as it prepares for the 2020 Census.
We urge you to continue making key investments in the Census Bureau by providing the agency
with $4.8 billion in FY 2019.

Thank you for considering our views and working with census stakeholders to ensure the Census
Bureau has the resources and spending flexibility it needs to conduct an inclusive, accurate, and
efficient 2020 Census.

Sincerely,
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