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I Love My Librarian Award winners honored
Librarians in our nation’s 123,000 libraries make a difference in the lives of millions of 
Americans every day. On Dec. 9, 2008, 10 librarians were recognized for service to their 
communities, schools and campuses as winners of the Carnegie Corporation of New York/
New York Times I Love My Librarian Award.

The award encouraged library users to recognize the contributions of librarians to their 
community. More than 3,200 library users nationwide nominated a librarian. 

Each of the 10 award winners received a $5,000 cash award and were honored at a cer-
emony and reception in New York at TheTimesCenter, hosted by The New York Times. 

Nominations were open to librarians working in public, school, college, community col-
lege and university libraries.

The selection committee included Dr. Loriene Roy, chair, professor at the University 
of Texas at Austin, School of Information; Dr. Rookaya Bawa, program officer at Carnegie 
Corporation of New York; Annalisa R. Crews, library media specialist at Homewood High 

School, Homewood, Ala.; Karen Danczak Lyons, 
first deputy commissioner of Chicago Public 
Library; Diane McNulty, executive director of 
community affairs and media relations at The 
New York Times; and Dr. Laverna M. Saunders, 
university librarian at Duquesne University, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Descriptions of the award recipients are avail-
able on www.ilovelibraries.org/ilovemylibrarian.

Carnegie Corporation of New York awarded 
ALA $489,000 to support the award over five 
years. It will continue annually through 2012.
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Building Statewide Coalitions  
for All Libraries
Saturday, Jan. 24, 2009
4–5:30 p.m.
Colorado Convention Center–403-404

Coalition building can be key to survival in a tough economy. Carol Brey-Casiano, 2004-2005 ALA 
president and chair of the ALA Advocacy Committee, will moderate a panel discussion on the value of 
building statewide coalitions among all library types in tough economic times.

ALA President Jim Rettig will discuss the library ecosystem or how libraries of all types are 
interdependent. Panelists include Martin Garnar, past president, Colorado Association of Libraries; Rod 
Wagner, director, Nebraska Library Commission; and Ann Dutton Ewbank, education liaison librarian 
at Arizona State University’s Fletcher Library. 

Attend this advocacy program at  
the ALA Midwinter Meeting

On Nov. 15, more than 
14,000 people of all 
ages came together 
to participate in 
gaming events at 
more than 600 public 
and school libraries for 
the first annual National 
Gaming Day @ your 
library, sponsored by 
ALA. 

An estimated 5,500 library 
gamers joined ALA in an attempt 
to establish a record for the 
most number of people play-
ing the board game “Pictureka!” 
Through a donation from 
Hasbro, public libraries across the 
country received a free copy of  
“Pictureka!,” totaling more than 
16,000 copies mailed. 

Roleplaying games were espe-
cially popular during National 
Gaming Day. Registered libraries 
reported that more than 1,100 
library gamers played “Dungeons 
& Dragons® Roleplaying Game” 
and “Magic: The Gathering® 
Trading Card Game.” Both games 
were donated by Wizards of the 
Coast, which provided a free copy 
of each to libraries that registered 
their gaming activities online 
through ALA. 

ALA President Jim Rettig 
celebrated National Gaming 
Day at Cuffee Public Library, 
Chesapeake, Va. Rettig was found 

playing “Rock Band” with a  
variety of young gamers. 

Library gamers also participat-
ed in a variety of national video 
game tournaments. An estimated 
28 libraries in 18 states competed 
with one another in more than 50 
nationwide events using the GT 
System software, and more than 
270 gamers were able to track 
their ranking through a national 
leaderboard. 

National Gaming Day @ your 
library is a national initiative sup-
ported by ALA and 2008 sponsors 
Hasbro, Top Trumps, Wizards of 
the Coast and Chicago Toy and 
Game Fair. Dr. Scott Nicholson 
from the School of Information 
Studies at Syracuse University 
will work with ALA to evaluate 
data from National Gaming Day 
2008. For gaming resources, visit 
http://gaming.ala.org/resources. 

National Gaming Day @ your  
library 2009 will take place on 
Saturday, Nov. 14, 2009. 

Nation’s libraries celebrate  
National Gaming Day @ your library® 

The eighth year of the Campaign’s partnership with Woman’s 
Day magazine will kick off in March with an article featuring the 
winners of the magazine’s health initiative. 

Woman’s Day announced the initiative in its March 2008 issue, 
asking women to submit stories of how they have used the library 
to improve a family member’s or their emotional, mental or physi-
cal health.

Since 2002, Woman’s Day has dedicated 28 pages of its publica-
tion to generating public awareness for libraries and library issues. 
The magazine has a readership of 4 million.

The 2009 initiative will ask readers to tell how the resources 
at their library helped them during tough economic times. The 
initiative will be officially announced in the March issue.

March 2009 issue of Woman’s Day  
magazine to feature winners  

of health initiative

The American Dream Starts @ your  
library® Toolkit expands

Public Libraries have long been a cornerstone of the American Dream, 
providing equitable access to information of all kinds for people from 
across the globe. The American Dream Starts @ your library grant, devel-
oped by ALA and funded through Dollar General Literacy Foundation, 
supports this tradition by awarding funding to 34 public libraries to add 
or expand literacy services for adult English language learners. 

The toolkit has recently been expanded to feature new online 
resources and in-depth profiles of each of the 34 American Dream 
libraries. Each profile includes an inventory of library services for adult 
English language learners, lessons learned during the project and advice 
for libraries serving immigrant populations.

Libraries of all kinds are encouraged to visit the American Dream 
Starts @ your library toolkit, which launched at the 2008 ALA Midwinter 
Meeting in Philadelphia, at www.americandreamtoolkit.org. 

The program is administered by the Office for Literacy and Outreach 
Services (OLOS). Dollar General is a Partner in the Campaign for 
America’s Libraries.



take a tour of thinkfinity

Meet with a Thinkfinity trainer to learn about and take a tour of  
Thinkfinity @ your library—a new web page designed to bring  

Thinkfinity resources to school library media specialists.

Trainers will demonstrate how school library media specialists can use the tools on 
Thinkfinity.org/@yourlibrary to help students with research assignments, to create lesson 

plans and collaborate with teachers and to use resources for library-based projects. 

Visit the Campaign for America’s Libraries exhibit space to meet with trainers from  
8 a.m.–5 p.m., Friday, Jan. 23, or 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 24 and Sunday, Jan. 25. 

The Campaign for America’s Libraries exhibit is located on street level  
in lobby “B,” across from the ALA Press Office.

Thinkfinity
®

Download free  
                   logos!
Available in 25 languages, all library types can use the 
logos to promote library services on campuses, schools 
and communities nationwide–and around the world.

Download logos from the  
Campaign for America’s Libraries Web site at   

www.ala.org/@yourlibrary.

®

Thinkfinity.org/@yourlibrary • Thinkfinity.org/@yourlibrary • Thinkfinity.org/@yourlibrary • Thinkfinity.org/@yourlibrary
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“I can help you” are words that resonate with librarians and library users alike. In 
fact, the words “yo te puedo auydar” (“I can help you”) are the focus of the “en tu 
biblioteca” Campaign. 

Launched in September, the “en tu biblioteca” (“@ your library®”) campaign 
was developed with Univision Radio and ALA to reach out and encourage mem-
bers of the Latino community to use their local library. The campaign commu-
nicates how libraries create opportunities for Latino adults and their children by 
providing trusted help from librarians and free public access to information. 

As part of the campaign, two public service announcements (PSAs) featuring 
Univision Radio personality Javier Romero and Illinois librarian Semiramis M. 
Grady are airing in nine of the country’s top Latino markets, including Austin, 
Texas, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York, Miami, San Antonio, San 
Francisco and Washington, D.C. 

Grady says that the PSA’s key message—“Yo te puedo ayudar” (“I can help 
you”)—sums up her job as both an interlibrary loan bibliographic assistant at the 
Metropolitan Library System in Burr Ridge, Ill., and as a reference librarian at the 
Cicero Public Library in Cicero, Ill. 

“The campaign is for a good purpose,” Grady said. “It’s something I live for.”
Librarians across the country can listen to and download the PSAs in 

English and Spanish at www.entubibilioteca.org/bibliotecarios. Free down-
loadable posters, flyers and bookmarks are also available on the Web site, which 

is a companion Spanish-
language site for the public 
to support the messages of 
the radio PSAs. 

“En tu biblioteca” campaign officially launches

This April, libraries 
nationwide will be 
celebrating National 
Library Week, and 
so too will author 
and actress Jamie Lee 
Curtis, as she takes on 
the role of honorary 
chairperson.

As honorary chair-
person, Curtis has lent 
her image to a print pub-
lic service announce-
ment (PSA) that 
celebrates this year’s 
National Library Week 
theme, “Worlds con-
nect @ your library®.” 
The PSA will be placed 
in national publications 
and will also be available for libraries to download at www.ala.org/nlw.

Also available on the site are tools to help libraries promote the 
“Worlds connect @ your library” theme. Tools include a sample proc-
lamation, press release, letter-to-the-editor, as well as scripts for use in 
radio PSAs. All documents are available in both English and Spanish 
and can be customized for local use.

New ALA Graphics products also support the National Library 
Week theme. Posters, bookmarks, digital art files and luggage tags can 
be purchased from the ALA store (www.alastore.ala.org).

Jamie Lee Curtis named honorary  
chairperson of National Library Week

Phase two of the Kids! @ your library Campaign will officially 
kick off at ALA’s Annual Conference in Chicago. 

Launched in Boston in 2006, the first phase of the Kids! 
@ your library Campaign targeted children in grades K–4 and 
their caregivers. 

Phase two incorporates additional free resources and materials 
into the campaign’s online toolkit to help librarians promote the 
library and library resources to children in grades 5–8. New tools 
will include free downloadable and printer-ready art designed by 
award-winning children’s book illustrator and graphic designer 
David Diaz. For a preview of new phase two materials, visit  
www.ala.org/kids.

The toolkit kick-off will take place at “A.R.T. and Your Library: 
How You Can Bring Them Together!” on Sunday, July 12. The pro-
gram will feature children’s authors Avi, Brian Selznick, Pam Muñoz 
Ryan and Sarah Weeks performing a demonstration on how librar-
ians can successfully present readers’ theater in their libraries. 

Phase II of the Kids! @ your library® 
Campaign to be unveiled in July
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Thanks to a trip to his local library, 11-year-old Oscar Youngquist took 
another journey—this time to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum.

On Oct. 3, Hall of Famer Ozzie Smith drew Youngquist’s name 
as the grand-prize winner of the Step Up to the Plate @ your library 
program. 

For his grand-prize, Youngquist, a Chicago Cubs fan from Racine, 
Wis., traveled with his father to Cooperstown for the Hall of Fame’s 
World Series Gala at the end of October. He also received a behind-
the-scenes tour of the museum and archives, which houses such iconic 
baseball artifacts as Babe Ruth’s bat.

Developed by the ALA and the National Baseball Hall of Fame, 
Step Up to the Plate teamed up two American pastimes—baseball 
and libraries—to encourage fans of all ages to use the print and elec-
tronic resources at their library to answer a series of trivia questions. 

This year’s questions were developed 
around the theme of “Take Me Out 
to the Ball Game,” in celebration 
of the song’s 100th anniversary.

“We make tremendous use of 
the library,” said Oscar’s father Grant, 
who began using the Racine Public 
Library for home schooling resources. 
When he saw a display for Step Up to 
the Plate, it really hit home. 

The library promoted the program with a book display in the adult 
department, which featured books on Racine’s baseball history, includ-
ing the Racine Belles of the All-American Girls Baseball League. The 
library drew further attention to the program by linking to Step Up to 
the Plate @ your library on its Web site and blog and by sending press 
releases to the local media. Directions on how to register online and 
paper entry forms were made available on the library’s bulletin board.

“Step Up to the Plate was a great way for us to bring the community 
together,” said Becky Spika, program coordinator at the library. “It was 
wonderful seeing grandparents, parents and children working together 
to locate the answers.” 

This season’s other Most Valuable Player (MVP) was Maplewood 
Junior / Senior High School library of Guys Mills, Penn., for submitting 
the most entries. The school received a $100 bookstore gift certificate 
and a copy of “Baseball’s Greatest Hit: The Story of ‘Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game’” by Andy Strasberg, Bob Thompson and Tim Wiles, 
and a baseball autographed by Step Up to the Plate spokesperson Ozzie 
Smith.

The library promoted the “Step Up to the Plate @ your library” pro-
gram by tying it in with its Reading Is Fundamental book distribution. 
Entertainment at the event included “Take Me Out To the Ball Game” 
performances and Abbott and Costello comedy. The staff was involved 
as well, with many showing their spirit by wearing the attire of their 
favorite baseball player.

Three other libraries won prizes for bringing in the most entries: 
Spring Hill School library, Roselle, Ill.; Charles D. Owen High 
School library, Black Mountain, N.C.; and Grove Family Library, 
Chambersburg, Penn. 

For more information, visit www.ala.org/baseball.

Youngquist, a Cubs fan, and his father visited the Hall of Fame in October. Pictured with 
the Youngquists is Anna Wade (left), director of education and public programs for the 
Baseball Hall of Fame.

Step to the Plate @ your library® closes out another season

ALA has debuted a new collection of 
resources specifically for school library 
media specialists on Thinkfinity.org. Using 
the Campaign for America’s Libraries  
@ your library brand, the collection features 
rotating librarian-specific content from ALA 
and library initiatives.

Thinkfinity @ your library (www 
.thinkfinity.org/@yourlibrary) is the starting 
place for school library media specialists to 
explore Thinkfinity.org content. Following 
the announcement of the 2009 Youth Media 
Awards, the award-winners will be added 
to the site. The page also highlights materi-
als collected from Thinkfinity.org content 
partners and includes discipline-specific, 

standards-based educational resources on 
current subject areas. 

Thinkfinity.org is the Verizon Found-
ation’s comprehensive program and online 
portal to 55,000 standards-based, grade-
specific, K-12 lesson plans and other edu-
cational resources provided in partnership 
with many of the nation’s leading education-
al and literacy organizations. Content for 
Thinkfinity.org is provided through a part-
nership between the Verizon Foundation 
and 11 of the nation’s leading organizations 
in the fields of education and literacy: the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science, International Reading Associa-
tion, The John F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts, National Center for Family 
Literacy, National Council on Economic 
Education, National Endowment for the 
Humanities, National Council of Teachers 
of English, National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics, National Geographic Society, 
ProLiteracy and the Smithsonian National 
Museum of American History. 

Thinkfinity trainers will be on hand at the 
Campaign for America’s Libraries exhibit 
space to demonstrate how librarians can use 
Thinkfinity @ your library. Demonstrations 
will be held from 8 a.m.–5 p.m., Friday Jan. 
23, 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 24 and 
Sunday, Jan. 25. 

Thinkfinity @ your library®




