
225 N. Michigan Avenue 
Suite 1300 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
USA 

Telephone 312 944 6780 
Toll Free: 800 545 2433 
E-mail:  ala.org 
www.ala.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 8, 2023 
 
Mr. Michael Bromirski 
Board of Education Members 
Hempfield School District 
200 Church Street 
Landisville, PA 17538 
 
Dear Superintendent Bromirski, President Bard, and Board Members: 
 
Today, more than ever, students must learn to navigate an increasingly complex information 
landscape to succeed in school, in the workplace, and in the community. More than 60 studies 
from across the country conclude that student achievement—from reading scores and digital 
proficiency to graduation rates and post-secondary success—is higher in schools with 
professionally staffed libraries.1 We have recently learned of the retirement of a Hempfield High 
School librarian. We urge you to fill the position in order to best serve the students of 
Hempfield High School in their personal growth, achievement, and success. 
 
Building a continuum of literacy and inquiry skills while nurturing the whole child is 
foundational to school librarianship, and it is central to success for learners in school and 
beyond. The research indicates that school libraries staffed with certified school librarians— not 
aides or volunteers—directly correlates to increased standardized test scores.2 Current 
Guidelines for Pennsylvania School Library Programs outlines best practice in staffing and 
provide guidance for an effective school library and technology program.3 This is in alignment 
with the American Association of School Librarians position statement on appropriate staffing. 
 
These findings are no accident. School librarians are the heart of their schools and central to their 
district’s goals in providing effective service. School librarians align their work with content area 
and technology standards and facilitate students’ engagement in authentic learning; curation of 
resources for personal and academic growth; collaboration towards individual and common 
goals; examination of diverse perspectives and experiences; reflective practices that nurture 
exploration and innovation; and capable and ethical use of information technologies. 
 

Hempfield’s school librarians impact every learner, fostering a culture of reading and inquiry 
that reflects the needs and interests of every member of the community. They collaborate on 
planning, instruction, and assessment with teachers and embed literacy and inquiry across the 
curriculum—vital for navigating a world full of misinformation and disinformation. And they 
offer supplemental programming that extends learning beyond the classroom. This excellence 
in practice was recognized in Hempfield when awarded the Pennsylvania School Library 



 

Association’s School Library of the Year Award and School Library Program of the Year Award in 
2010 and 2017, respectively. 
 
Hempfield School District is rightly proud of its commitment to excellence and work to provide 
safe environments, experiences, and opportunities that inspire all students to become lifelong 
learners and contributing citizens in all aspects of their lives. As presidents of the American 
Library Association and American Association for School Librarians, we respectfully ask the 
Board to fulfill its commitment to the families of Hempfield School District and take action to fill 
the certified high school librarian position and continue to build a learning community where 
students are able to achieve their full potential. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
  

 
Emily Drabinski, President    Courtney Pentland, President 
American Library Association    American Association of School Librarians 
 
 
cc: Leah Lindemann, President, Pennsylvania School Library Association 
 Melissa Rowse, President, Pennsylvania Library Association 
  
____________________ 
1 https://kappanonline.org/lance-kachel-school-librarians-matter-years-research/ 
2 http://www.ala.org/aasl/sites/ala.org.aasl/files/content/advocacy/statements/docs/AASL_Appropriate_Staffing.pdf 
3https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/Documents/For%20Libraries/Library%20Laws%20and%20Regulations/Governors%20Advisory
%20Council/GuidelinesforPennsylvaniaSchoolLibraryPrograms.pdf 
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