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National Library Legislative Day Priority 

 

Support Freedom of Information Act Reform: 
Conference H.R.653 and S.337 

 

ALA Position: The American Library Association congratulates all Members of 
Congress for overwhelmingly passing bills in each chamber (H.R.653/S.337) to 
accomplish meaningful Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) reform. ALA now calls 
on the leadership of the House and Senate to promptly negotiate, bring before the 
House and Senate, and send to the President this year a “Conference Report” 
merging the best of both bills that affords the public the soonest, broadest and 
most easily obtained access to government information of all kinds.  
  
What do these bills mean for libraries and the public? 
 

 Public access to information by and about the government is a basic tenet of 
democratic society and has long been a core principle of librarianship. 

 

 These bills move us one step closer to ensuring that all non-classified government 
information is available to members of the public in accessible formats. 

 
As passed, H.R.653 and S.337 would: 
 

 Codify a “presumption of openness,” requiring that records be released unless 
there is a foreseeable harm from release or legal requirement to withhold them; 

 

 Improve public access to released records; 
 

 Better define and guide the use of agency-assessed fees for documents; and 
 

 Strengthen the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS). 

Background:   

 H.R.653, the FOIA Oversight and Implementation Act of 2015, passed the House 
on 01/11/2016.  

 S.337, the FOIA Improvement Act of 2015, passed the Senate on 03/15/2016. 
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National Library Legislative Day Priority 

 

Support Public Access to Taxpayer-Funded Research 
 

ALA Position: The American Library Association encourages Members of Congress 
to demonstrate their support of broad public access to taxpayer funded research by: 

 

1) Passing the Fair Access to Science and Technology Research Act of 2015 (FASTR); and 
  

2) Passing the Equal Access to Congressional Research Service Reports Act of 2016. 
 

What do these bills mean for libraries and the public? 
 

 FASTR will assure that the tax-paying public—including students, teachers, journalists, 
scientists, entrepreneurs and established businesses alike—will have prompt access to 
publicly funded research without paying for it twice.   

 

 CRS reports play a vital role in informing Congressional debate and lawmaking. This 
legislation will provide the public with both a window into the legislative process and 
substantive information critical to its involvement in that process. 

 
If passed, FASTR (S.779 / H.R.1477) would: 
 

 Require federal departments and agencies with an annual extramural research budget 
of $100 million or more to develop a policy requiring researchers to submit an electronic 
copy of the final manuscript of any article of theirs accepted for publication in a peer-
reviewed journal. The bill also would require that each such taxpayer-funded manuscript 
be made available to the public, online and without cost, no later than twelve months 
after the article has been published in a peer-reviewed journal. 

 
If passed, the Equal Access to CRS Reports Act of 2016 (S.2639 / H.R.4702) would: 
 

 Direct the U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO) to establish and maintain a public 
website that provides access to Congressional Research Service (CRS) reports that are 
searchable, sortable, and downloadable without charge. It would not compel the release 
of any private Congressional correspondence or confidential Member inquiry. 

 
Background:  

 
 S.779, the Fair Access to Science and Technology Research Act of 2015, was reported 

out of Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs on 03/08/2016. 
H.R.1477 is the identical House version of the bill. 

 

 S.2639 and H.R.4702, the Equal Access to CRS Reports Act of 2016, are identical 

Senate and House bills that were introduced on 03/03/2016. 
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National Library Legislative Day Priority 

 

Support Lifeline, Affordable Broadband 
and Strong “Net Neutrality” Protection 

 

ALA Position: The American Library Association is dedicated to maximizing freedom 
of speech, educational achievement, and our nation's economic growth. We thus are 
committed to: preserving an open internet and the FCC’s “net neutrality” rules, 
modernizing the Lifeline program, and ensuring that all libraries have access to 
affordable high-capacity broadband communications services.  
 
ALA urges Members of the 114th Congress to: 
 

 Support modernization of the FCC’s 1980s-era Lifeline program to fund broadband 
adoption critical to closing the “homework gap” for children in an estimated 5 million US 
households that lack the home broadband needed to meet their 21

st
 century learning 

needs, including  24/7 access to library digital services ranging from specialized 
research resources to interactive online tutoring; 
 

 Endorse efforts in Congress and at the FCC to increase the amount of unlicensed 
spectrum available to support public WiFi access and critical modern library technology 
services in every library in America;  

 

 Reduce barriers to broadband infrastructure investment, deployment, competition and 
innovation, and foster more competition in the provision of high-capacity broadband 
internet services; and 
 

 Assure that any “network neutrality” legislation: prohibits internet service providers from 
blocking, degrading or requiring payment for the “prioritization” of any content delivered 
through their facilities; applies the same rules to fixed and mobile broadband providers; 
and requires public disclosure of network management practices and performance. 

 
ALA supports legislation that creates new opportunities for underserved and rural 
communities to access the internet, as well as efforts to ensure that sufficient and 
appropriate spectrum continues to be available for public use: 
 

 S.424, the Wi-Fi Innovation Act requires the FCC to provide additional unlicensed 
spectrum under technical rules suitable for the widespread commercial development of 
unlicensed operations; and  

 

 S.240, the Community Broadband Act of 2015, bars states or local governments from 
prohibiting or inhibiting states, local government agencies, entities affiliated with state or 
local agencies, or Indian tribes from providing telecommunications services or advanced 
telecommunications capabilities to any person or any public or private entity. 
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National Library Legislative Day Priority 
 

Support the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) 
in the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill 

                                      
ALA Position: The American Library Association asks all Members of Congress to 
support funding the Library Services and Technology Act at $186.6 million for FY 
2017 to keep libraries contributing at the core of tens of thousands of commun-
ities in every state in the nation. 
 

What does this bill mean for libraries and the public? 
 

 The Library Services and Technology (LSTA) Act is the only federal funding program 
for libraries. The majority of this funding goes to each state through the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services in the form of a population-based matching grant.  
 

 Each state determines how best to use its own LSTA funding. States previously 
have issued grants to libraries, for example, to: update technology resources and 
services, create summer reading programs, assist job seekers to build resumes and 
apply for jobs, and assist veterans and many others to obtain public services. 
 

 Unfortunately, because federal LSTA funding is matched with state funds, if LSTA 
funding were reduced or eliminated, libraries would lose both sources of revenue. 
 

 Funding LSTA at $186.6 million for FY 2017 will allow critical existing programs to 
continue and will launch a new national digital platform for connecting patrons to 
services and online collections enabling new forms of inquiry and exploration “24/7.” 

  
 With LSTA’s help, libraries and highly-skilled librarians will continue to serve a vital 

role in communities by providing free access to all types of information, job skills 
training, and computing services. The demand for such services has grown in con-
cert with the need to apply online for many jobs and government services, especially 
for Americans who don’t have adequate or affordable broadband in their homes. 
Even as the economy shows signs of improvement, millions of patrons continue to 
turn to their local library for help and access to essential information of every kind.  
 

 LSTA also supports: improved access to library services for Native Americans, 
Alaska Native Villages, and Native Hawaiians; and National Leadership Grants to 
support activities of national significance that enhance the quality of library services 
nationwide and fund pilot programs for coordination between libraries. It also funds 
the Laura Bush 21

st
 Century Librarians program, which develops and promotes the   

next generation of America’s indispensable librarians. 
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National Library Legislative Day Priority 

 

Maintain “Innovative Approaches to Literacy”  
Funding for School Libraries 

in the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill 
 

ALA Position: The American Library Association asks all Members of Congress 
to support level funding of $27 million in FY 2017 for the proven and effective 
Innovative Approaches to Literacy (IAL) program. 
  
What does this bill mean for libraries and the public? 
 

 Innovative Approaches to Literacy (IAL) promotes student literacy from birth through 
high school by providing competitive grant awards to school libraries and national 
not-for-profit organizations used for providing books and childhood literacy programs 
to children and families in high-need communities. The program also supports 
parents’ engagement in their children’s reading. 

 

 IAL was authorized in the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 and is the only 
source of federal funding for school library materials targeting literacy.   

 

 Exposure to books is an essential part of early childhood literacy and greatly 
increases a child’s odds of success in high school, college and 21

st
 century jobs. 

 

 Research has proven that access to quality literacy resources has a direct and 
positive relationship to lifelong reading behavior and motivation, and encourages 
families to read together. 

  
Level funding of $27 million for IAL in FY 2017 will permit libraries to continue to 
serve millions of school children in every state in the country. 
  

 Libraries will continue to be the leading federal vehicle for encouraging young 
children to read and for providing them with access to critical literacy materials.  

 
 IAL programs across the country provide books for children to take home that often 

are the only books that a child may have in their home. Other successful IAL-funded 
programs have helped purchase e-readers, expand school library access, and 
replace outdated library materials. 

 
 The most recent available survey of teachers documented that 82% of elementary 

school students, 87% of middle school students, and 80% of high school students 
most often find their independent reading books in school libraries. 
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National Library Legislative Day Priority 

 

Support Real Privacy and Surveillance Law Reform Now! 
 

ALA Position: The American Library Association urges all Members of Congress to:  
 

1) Immediately pass in the Senate, without weakening, the Email Privacy Act (H.R.699) 
as overwhelmingly approved in the House to finally afford full Fourth Amendment 
protection to emails, texts, tweets, cloud-stored files and all other modern electronic 
communications immediately upon their creation; 
 

2) Repeal the Cybersecurity Act of 2015, the dangerously overbroad “information 
sharing” legislation appended without public debate to the FY2016 omnibus spending 
measure, by passing H.R.4350;  
 

3) Reject any legislation that would compel the designer of any encryption system or 
technology to engineer a “backdoor” vulnerability into that product for the purpose of 
facilitating its circumvention or defeat, or to breach its own system or technology; and  
 

4) Reform Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act to preclude the 
warrantless search of citizens’ phone and internet communications facilitated by the 
targeting of non-US citizens domestically or abroad, and to regularly disclose the true 
scope of its use.  

 

Why are libraries on the front lines of the fight for privacy/surveillance law 
reform? 
 
Librarians have long defended the public’s Fourth Amendment privacy rights against 
government attempts to obtain patrons’ borrowing (and later internet surfing) records without a 
warrant. Today, libraries and librarians remain fundamentally committed to restoring the 
Constitutional privacy rights of library users and the civil liberties of all Americans lost to multiple 
overbroad and inadequately “checked and balanced” statutes, including the: USA PATRIOT 
Act, Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, and Electronic Communications Privacy Act.  ALA is 
dedicated, in particular, to ending ongoing mass surveillance, which continues despite important 
reforms made by the USA FREEDOM Act of 2015. 
 

What current privacy- and surveillance-related bills do libraries back and why? 
 

 The Email Privacy Act (H.R.699) as amended and overwhelmingly approved in the House 
would affect real ECPA reform by requiring that authorities first secure a judicially-
authorized search warrant to acquire their content, just as the law has long required for 
personal papers and similar tangible records. 
 

 H.R.4350 would repeal the Cybersecurity Act of 2015, thus restoring provisions of 
statutes that it detrimentally amended as if it had not been enacted. 

 


