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ESSA Coalition Development for School Librarians 

Building coalitions comes naturally to school librarians, who are well versed in partnering with others to 

enhance student learning. What’s more difficult is harnessing the power of those coalitions to speak 

directly about the role of the school library in the school and in the community. Now is the time to have 

that conversation and utilize that power!

 

Example: Your local historical society is hosting an event for state legislators. As they showcase their 

own work they can describe how they partner with local school librarians to facilitate research and 

display of history fair projects. They can mention how delighted they were to learn that effective school 

library programs are included in authorized funding for Title spending and encourage state legislators to 

ensure that these programs can continue by ensuring that school libraries are included in the state’s 

ESSA implementation plans. 

Coalition Development 
Your coalition will be unique to your state and local context and may include partners not listed here. 

Remember to work with existing partners and think outside the box to build your coalition. Strong school 
libraries contribute not just to stronger schools but to stronger communities. Who can help you spread 

that message? 

STAKEHOLDERS 

 

ESSA legislation identifies 
specific stakeholders who must 
be engaged in the statewide 
planning process: 

 

Governor 

State legislature 

State board of education 

Local education agencies 

Representatives of Indian Tribes 
located in the state 

Teachers 

Principals and other school 
leaders 

Specialized instructional support 
personnel 

Paraprofessionals 

Administration and other staff 

Parents 

 

PARTNERS 

 

In addition to these 
stakeholders, school librarians 
have natural partners in 
communicating the essential role 
of school librarians. In fact, 
many of them are people with 
whom you already collaborate, 
including: 

 

Former students 

Public librarians 

Academic librarians 

Local colleges and universities 

Community-based organizations 

Civic organizations 

Cultural institutions 

Chambers of commerce and 
other business groups 

Teachers unions 

Park districts 

 

TAILORING THE MESSAGE 

 

There may be different answers 
to the questions below; the 
person who delivers your 
message to the Governor may 
be different than the person who 
helps you share your message 
with parent groups. Consider: 

 

Who needs to hear your 
message? 

Who can help deliver your 
message? It may be you, a 
coalition partner, or both, via 
multiple channels. 

How can you reach them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


