
ONE BOOK ONE FACILITY 

Join the library for a facility-wide book club. 
Read the featured book, Allegedly by Tiffany 
Jackson and take part in discussions with 
deputies, civilian staff and other inmates. Use 
this bookmark as a guide for further reading 
and some ideas for discussion questions. 

In Allegedly, Mary spent six years in a juvenile 
detention facility before she is placed in a group 
home with girls who are out to get her. As she 
tries to jumpstart a new life with her boyfriend, 
Ted, Mary also copes with the continued fallout 
from the crime she committed. Allegedly. 
Allegedly will keep you on edge and wondering 
until the very end if Mary really committed the 
crime. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING 

The Disturbed Girl’s Dictionary by           
NoNieqa Ramos

No One Ever Asked: A Novel by Katie Ganshert

Dear Martin by Nic Stone

Tiffany Sly Lives Here Now by Dana Davis

The Innocents by Nette Hilton

We Have Always Lived in the Castle by      
Shirley Jackson

American Street by Ibi Zoboi

Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in 
Schools by Monique W. Morris

Burning Down the House: The End of Juvenile 
Prison by Nell Bernstein

Falling Back: Incarceration and Transitions 
to Adulthood among Urban Youth by               
Jamie J. Fader

You Can’t Touch My Hair: And Other Things I Still 
Have to Explain by Phoebe Robinson



1. In literature, tone is the way the author or 
character expresses attitude or mood through 
the language of the book. It is kind of like tone 
of voice, but can also include setting, descriptive 
details, slang, etc. Tone can affect how the book 
makes you feel. How would you describe the tone 
of Allegedly?

2. How would you describe Mary’s relationship 
with her mother? How does that relationship 
influence Mary’s decisions?

3. What do you think of Mary’s relationship with 
her boyfriend? Do you think she should trust him?

4. What systems and people have let Mary down? 
Do you think there are ways that her situation 
could have been prevented? How?

5. How would you describe Mary’s time in “baby 
jail”? Do you think it is true to real life?

6. How does Mary’s case unfold in the media? Do 
you think she was tried in the press? Does this part 
of the story connect to real life?

7. “I finish the book Ms. Veronica gave me, 
throwing it so hard it slaps against the storm door 
on the opposite side of the basement. Is that how 
she sees me? Some nasty fat girl who can’t read, 
getting raped by her daddy every night...” (p. 160).  
Ms. Veronica has given Mary Push (aka Precious) 
to read. Why is Mary upset? Are there books that 
you feel reflect your identity? Are there differences 
between how you think people perceive you and 
who you really are? Do stereotypes play a role? 

8. What does Mary mean when she talks about 
“Alyssaing” over something? How does this reflect 
her feelings about the crime? 

9. Throughout the book, anytime Mary talks about 
her role in Alyssa’s death, she follows it with 
“allegedly.” What did this make you think as you 
read the book? After you read the ending, what 
do you think Mary was trying to do by repeating 
“allegedly”? Is she a reliable narrator? Do you 
think she is guilty?
 
10. Why does Mary choose the name Benson?

11. Did anything else about the book really stand 
out to you or make you think about or feel 
something? What are your thoughts?

ALLEGEDLY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


