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Lakeview High School recently held a Declaration for the Right to Libraries signing during 
Parent Teacher Conferences. The event was organized in support of the American Library 
Association (ALA). National Honor Society (NHS) members led this student driven project, 
working together with Librarian/NHS Advisor Margaret Lincoln. Students were inspired by ALA 
President Barbara Stripling’s campaign focused on how Libraries Change Lives. 

During two nights of conferences on November 7 and 11, NHS members set up a table at the 
entrance to the school and greeted parents as they came in the building. Students spoke to 
parents about Stripling's presidential initiative designed to raise public awareness about the 
critical role that libraries of all types play in the community. NHS members referenced ‘talking 
points’ including the compelling statement that research has shown that students in schools with 
well-funded libraries and the presence of a full-time, certified school librarian scored 8.4% to 
21.8% higher the ACT English test! 

A beautifully printed poster sized version of the Declaration was displayed next to the signing 
table. Student-made posters decorated the signing table. Parents were invited to sign the 
Declaration after being given a compact printed copy of the document. Instructions for 
accessing and signing the document online were shared.  

A laptop computer on the signing table played (in loop format) a short but powerful YouTube 
video of Barbara Stripling speaking on why libraries are essential to a democratic society and 
how on a daily basis, in countless communities across our nation and the world, millions of 
children, students and adults use libraries to learn, grow and achieve their dreams. 
 
An updated Lakeview High School Library brochure was available at the signing table for 
interested parents. NHS students were proud to provide information about their school library’s 
resources and services. Finally, to add an element of celebration and hospitality, refreshments 
were offered to parents and guests, courtesy of the Library! 
 
The signed Declarations (containing 287 signatures) were presented to ALA President Barbara 
Stripling at the time of her keynote address to the Michigan Association for Media in Education 
Conference in Kalamazoo on November 21. 
 
Lakeview High School is honored to have been part of a fundamental initiative that is framed 
around three areas of transformative practice and that is enabling individuals to change their 
lives: literacy, community engagement, and innovation. 
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