
 
 
 
 
August 24, 2004 
 
 
Dear Member of the Science Press: 
  
Attached is background information on a proposed radical new policy concerning the 
publication of research funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  From recent 
media coverage you may be aware of the following policy language that was included at 
the eleventh hour by the U.S. House of Representatives Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education: 
 
“Access to research results.   The Committee is very concerned that there is insufficient 
public access to reports and data resulting from NIH-funded research.  This situation, 
which has been exacerbated by the dramatic rise in scientific journal subscription prices, 
is contrary to the best interests of the U.S. taxpayers who paid for this research.  The 
Committee is aware of a proposal to make the complete text of articles and supplemental 
materials generated by NIH-funded research available on PubMed Central (PMC), the 
digital library maintained by the National Library of Medicine (NLM).  The Committee 
supports this proposal and recommends that NIH develop a policy, to apply from FY 
2005 forward, requiring that a complete electronic copy of any manuscript reporting 
work supported by NIH grants or contracts be provided to PMC upon acceptance of the 
manuscript for publication in any scientific journal listed in the NLM’s PubMed 
directory.  Under this proposal, NLM would commence making these reports, together 
with supplemental materials, freely and continuously available no later than six months 
after publications, or immediately in cases in which some or all of the publication costs 
are paid with NIH grant funds.  For this propose, “publication costs” would include fees 
charged by a publisher, such as color and page charges, or fees for digital distribution.  
NIH is instructed to submit a report to the Committee by December 1, 2004 about how it 
intends to implement this policy, including how it will ensure the reservation of rights by 
the NIH grantee, if required, to permit placement of the article in PMC and allow 
appropriate public uses of this literature.” 
 
The enclosed document and letter of concern are from our esteemed members who 
represent America's scientific, technical and medical (STM) publishers. They illustrate 
how devastating the implementation of the House language by either Congress or the 
NIH would be to the scientific community that has brought this country such pride.  STM 
publishers have had a long and distinguished history in this country going back over 100 
years. The House surprised us all by adding the above report language that, if adopted, 
would threaten the continued survival of many scientific, scholarly and medical 
publications and professional societies. 
  
The House has held no hearings and has established no evidentiary record.  In a hastily 
called meeting, the NIH Director, Dr. Elias Zerhouni, recently informed publishers he 
plans to mandate this one-size-fits-all policy very soon in the Federal Register.  
Publishers feel steamrolled.  A government-operated repository raises the specter of 



government censorship and encroachment upon scholarly discourse and academic 
freedom.  Further, the principle that everything that emanates from publicly funded 
research should be free to the public could wreak havoc if applied uniformly to patents, 
pharmaceuticals and all other areas of government funding for the sciences.  
  
Publishers are proud that the public now has more access to information than ever before 
in history. They give their information gratis to those in the developing world. Members 
of AAP’s Professional and Scholarly Publishing Division are prepared to work with the 
NIH and patient organizations to find ways to permit even further consumer access to 
scientific information, but should not be compelled to do so in a fashion that would 
undermine their core business activities.   
  
We hope the enclosed will help to inform you of the current issues that we think should 
be brought to your attention. 
  
Thank you for your time and attention.  Should you have any questions do not hesitate to 
contact Barbara Meredith at 212.255.0200 ext. 223, the signatories on the attached letter, 
or me. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Patricia Schroeder 
President & CEO 
Association of American Publishers, Inc. 

50 F Street, NW, 4
th
 Floor 

Washington, DC 20001 
Email: pschroeder@publishers.org  
Phone: 202.220.4543 
 


