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Good Afternoon.    
 
I am Eric A. Kidwell, Director of the Library and Professor at Huntingdon College and 
co-chair of the 2010 ACRL Arts Section Program Planning Committee, and co-moderator 
of today’s program.  Shannon Van Kirk, Director of the Library at Blue Mountain 
Community College, is my co-chair and co-moderator. 
 
" Washington D.C. is ... "the commemorative heart of the nation."  This quote from Kirk 
Savage’s  essay, "History, Memory, and Monuments” sums up the reason we chose this 
program for this year’s ALA Annual Conference.  A perfect city for this program.  As 
stated in the Smithsonian documentary, America’s Greatest Monuments, “To 
memorialize is to distill meaning.  To pare away all but the essentials.  It’s a task often 
best done in hindsight.  But once that memorial is in place, a new process begins. A 
monument must acquire its own character and context.” 
 
 
Thank you-s 
 
Shannon and I would like to take just a moment to recognize and thank our program 
planning committee:  Ann Medaille (University of Nevada, Reno), who spearheaded our 
program publicity; Eamon Tewell (Moore College of Art & Design), who served as 
editor of the ArtsGuide supplement for our program and composed today’s slideshow; 
and Tara Spies (Texas State University San Marcos), who served as editor of the 
bibliography that supports today’s program and is serving as reporter for today’s session.  
We’ve all had those dreaded committee experiences where the workload falls upon the 
shoulders of one or two members … Shannon and I consider ourselves blessed that we 
had a committee where each and every member not only came through on their 
responsibilities, but enthusiastically embraced the experience.  These three individuals 
were a joy to work with. 
 
Lastly, I would like to recognize Stephanie Krueger, Associate Director for Library 
Relations at ARTstor, for working with us to secure support from ARTstor for today’s 
program.  We have some literature from ARTstor on the table in the back of the room, 
and you can also visit ARTstor in the exhibit hall at their booth - #3937. 
 
  
 
 

Dr. Kirk Savage Introduction (Eric A. Kidwell) 
 
 
 
Dr. Kirk Savage is chair and professor of History of Art & Architecture at the University 



of Pittsburgh.  Dr. Savage has written extensively in the area of public memorials and 
monuments, first gaining an interest on the subject as an undergraduate in the 1970s.  As 
he has said, "I first became interested in public monuments, and more broadly art in the 
public sphere, because here art shed its mythical autonomy and seemed to connect with 
the ' real world' of politics and power."  This interest led him to UC Berkeley where he 
earned his PhD in 1990.  
Dr. Savage's publications include numerous articles, essays, and books.  His essay, 
"History, Memory, and Monuments: An Overview of the Scholarly Literature on 
Commemoration" provides a wonderful introduction to some of the issues that have been 
or need to be addressed in examining how and why we commerate, and identifies work 
that a number of scholars have done.   
 
His first book, Standing Soldiers, Kneeling Slaves: Race, War and Monument in 
Nineteenth-Century America, was published by Princeton UP in 1997, and examines the 
racial formation of public remembrance and public monuments.  His most recent book, 
Monument Wars: Washington, D.C., the National Mall, and the Transformation of the 
Memorial Landscape, recently received the 2010 Charles C. Eldredge Prize for 
Distinguished Scholarship in American Art, awarded by the Smithsonian Museum of 
American Art. 
 
Dr. Savage has said, "As a scholar working on public space and the pubic realm, I feel an  
obligation to bring my knowledge to bear on contemporary issues and to put my 
opinions, when they are deeply considered and passionately held, into the public forum 
for debate." 
 
Please join us in welcoming Dr. Kirk Savage. 
 
 
Davis Buckley Introduction (Shannon Van Kirk) 
 
Davis Buckley Architects and Planners’ website reminds us that a National Memorial 
can touch the soul of an individual or a community and can engage the public and enrich 
the urban environment in more than physical ways.  
Because they do exactly this so well, the firm has earned over 25 awards for design and 
craft.  
They seek projects that are engaging, and that enhance the natural and built 
environment. Their geographical reach has expanded from Washington, D.C. across the 
U.S. and the world. 
As you can read on the firm’s website, their “aspirations have no fixed boundaries.” 
The firm advised Paul Matisse on the logistics, placement, and design of the Olympic 
Commemorative Bell in Athens, Greece.����� 
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The firm was one of three finalists for President's House: Freedom and Slavery in 
Making a New Nation.  This memorial addresses the complex dichotomy of freedom and 
slavery during the founding of our nation. 
The National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial is a three acre urban park dedicated to 
the more than 15,000 federal, state and local law enforcement officers killed in the line of 
duty since 1794.   
Apprised of the firm’s experience in the site selection, design and execution of culturally 
significant, nationally prominent memorials, the American Battle Monuments 
Commission engaged Davis Buckley Architects and Planners to perform the site selection 
for the World War II Memorial.  
The National Organization on Disability (NOD) engaged Davis Buckley Architects and 
Planners to offer their expert knowledge and experience in the design of the FDR in a 
Wheelchair Addition to the FDR Memorial. 
and 
The National Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism During World War II  responds 
to another dark chapter in our Nation’s history, when war hysteria and prejudice led to 
the internment of 120,000 Japanese Americans.  
We invite you to join us for a tour of this memorial directly following our program today. 
Please join us in welcoming Davis Buckley. 
 
 
Conclusion of Program 
 
 Tour of Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism During World War II, 4:00 & 4:45, let by 
Davis Buckley.  Location: Intersection of New Jersey and Louisiana avenues and D Street.  The 
closest Metrorail (subway) stop is the Red Line to Union Station.  (Don’t go to the address for the 
Foundation – different location!) 
 
Reminder: ArtsGuide Washington, D.C. supplement & bibliography. 
 
	  


