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The LPSS Political Science Research Competency Guidelines Survey 

By David Schwieder, University of Florida  

 

 

 

What is the future of political science information literacy? Anticipating a revision of the 

LPSS Political Science Research Competency Guidelines, a recent survey by the Library 

Instruction Committee* sought to assess this. The survey queried LPSS members on the 

importance of three developing areas—data literacy, visual literacy, and creative litera-

cy—and on specific skills in each of these areas.  

Data Literacy  (Data and Statistics) 

Given the increasing library interest in data resources, the survey first asked about this 

area. A full 88 percent of respondents felt it was very important to include data literacy in 

the Research Competency Guidelines. An additional eight percent saw this as somewhat 

important. 

Continued on page 5 

Message from the LPSS Chair 
Lynda M. Kellam,  

University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

 

It is 75 degrees outside and spring is finally here! Personally I’m looking forward to 

thunderstorms and smoldering heat after this winter!  

2014 has kicked off to a busy and exciting year. I can’t wait to see all of you in Las Vegas 

for the ALA Annual Conference and Exhibition. Our schedule for Annual is confirmed 

(see p.4 for rooms). On Saturday, June 28 from 8:30 am – 10:00 am we will have the All 

Committees Meeting. If you are a committee chair, please share your agenda through 

ALA Connect and the listserv. If you are planning to meet virtually before the confer-

ence, please let the membership know. Most of our committee meetings are open to any-

one, so if you are a new LPSS member, I encourage you to contact the Chair of any com-

mittee that interests you to find out more! 

On Saturday at 10:30 am we will have the General Membership Meeting. One of the top-

ics for discussion will be the draft ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for Higher 

Education that will replace the current Information Literacy Competency Standards for 

Higher Education (see article below). I’ve invited members of the ACRL Framework task 

force to come and talk about the new approach and to give us advice on revising our 

LPSS Political Science Research Competency Guidelines. In addition, the Professional De-

velopment Committee just finished a report on their spring 2013 survey to gather feed-

back from section members on new areas in information literacy.  

Continued on page 3 
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Is there an LPSS member whom you’d like to know better through a profile in the LPSS News? 

Is there a member you could profile in 500-600 words who would interest the rest of the section? 

Email your suggestions to the editors at  

merrill.stein@villanova.edu or dennis.lambert@villanova.edu. 

Member To Know:  

By Jennifer Schwartz, DePaul University 

   Elizabeth White 

 
 
Our Member to Know for this issue is Elizabeth White from the Universi-
ty of Georgia Libraries, and chair of the new Professional Development 
Committee evolving from the Library Instruction Committee for LPSS. 

Originally from Greensboro, NC, Elizabeth went to UNC Chapel Hill for 
her undergraduate degree in History and Political Science, as well as for her MSLS.  Every genera-
tion in her family since her great grandfather has gone to UNC – a true legacy alum. 

 While working on her undergraduate honors thesis, Elizabeth really took to archival re-
search and found the archivists so helpful, that she decided to pursue that as a career.  Shifting 
her focus to academic public service librarianship was a logical next step once in library school, 
because it seemed even more service oriented.  But really, her career as a librarian had been des-
tined since high school, when she took a vocational aptitude test at age 17 that pronounced her 
top three careers as: Librarian, Mechanic and Special Forces.   

 At the University of Georgia Libraries, Elizabeth is the Virtual Reference Coordinator and 
manages the chat reference service.  She serves as liaison to Political Science, International 
Affairs, and Public Administration, and does outreach to the students and faculty of the School of 
Public and International Affairs.  She teaches classes (instruction is her favorite part of the job) 
and conducts research consultations several times week.  She is also the RefWorks Coordinator 
and trains users in using citation management software.  And, Elizabeth is the Vice Chair/rising 
Chair of the Libraries Faculty Advisory Board.  

 Elizabeth joined LPSS as a way to get more involved with a national committee.  She’s one 
of the few people in her department that are active in ALA, so she gets to bring a unique perspec-
tive back to her library.  She’s been able to use the valuable information she learns by serving in 
LPSS, particularly when dealing with issues around instruction, and being a subject specialist.    

 Elizabeth is part of a University Faculty Learning Community focused on instruction, 
where she’s just finished reading Teaching Naked, by Jose Antonio Bowen. He is a strong advocate 
of the flipped classroom and using technology in class.  The last good fiction book she read was 
The Golem and the Jinni, which is an 1890’s immigrant story with supernatural creatures.  She is 
also an avid knitter and a self-professed sci-fi/fantasy nerd.   

mailto:merrill.stein@villanova.edu
mailto:dennis.lambert@villanova.edu
http://www.ala.org/acrl/lpss/acr-lpslibinst
http://www.ala.org/acrl/lpss/acr-lpslibinst
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Congratulations to Brian E. Coutts, professor and head of the department of library public services at   

Western Kentucky University, who has been awarded the 2014 Association of College and Research Li-

braries (ACRL) Law and Political Science Section (LPSS) Marta Lange/Sage-CQ Press Award.  Sage-CQ 

Press, sponsor of the award, will present the $1,000 award and plaque to Coutts at an ALA Annual Con-

ference luncheon in Las Vegas, scheduled to be held on Sunday, June 29, 2014 in BALLY-Las Vegas 4, 

1:00-2:30 p.m.  The Marta Lange Awards committee will be sending invitation LPSS members to attend 

the celebration . Note: it is a  limited venue.  Pre-registration is required. Contact Kelly Janousek at 

Kelly.Janousek@csulb.edu. 

 

Brian was selected in recognition of his long and distinguished service to ACRL's Law and Political Science Section, including: 

Member-at-Large (2007-2009, 2010 to present); Marta Lange-CQ Award Committee, (2004-2008); Membership Committee (2008

-2010); Nominating Committee (2009-2010); Publications Committee (2000-2004); Program Planning Committee for Toronto 

2003, Orlando 2004, New Orleans 2006, Washington, DC 2007 and New Orleans 2011. His many years of service and chairing 

both CR&L News and RCL: Resources for College Libraries Editorial Boards represent exemplary dedication to the association. 

As a former winner of the RUSA's Louis Shores Oryx Press Award in 1999, he has stayed true to his bibliography roots with an 

annual article for Library Journal, "Best Reference Sources of the Year," since 1987. Brian's scholarship is impressive, begin-

ning his research and writing about Belize when it was still British Honduras, and over time interviewing all of the former 

Prime Ministers of that country for biographical sketches of their lives for two editions of The Encyclopedia of Latin American 

History & Culture. His numerous other publications contribute to the fields of Library and Information Science as well as poli-

tics and history. Finally, in addition to his outstanding publication and service records, Brain has been a true leader at Western 

Kentucky University, overseeing collection development and outreach initiatives that have been highly-regard in his campus 

community. As his nominator put it, "Like Marta Lange, he’s a model of professional service and inspiration to others."  

2014 ACRL LPSS Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award  

Continued from page 1 

David Schwieder and Rosalind Fielder graciously spearheaded that effort and David has written a short piece on the survey 

for this newsletter.  As part of the revision effort, I have asked for volunteers for an ad hoc working group that could revise our 

guidelines. If you are interested in participating, please contact me! 

 

-At the meeting we will also be talking about two additional initiatives. The first is to examine at fundraising possibilities for 

LPSS. I will present the mission and mandate for the group on the listserv soon, but I am currently looking for a chair for the 

working group. The second initiative was started by our Chad Kahl, our past Chair. He is heading up a working group to ex-

amine the possibility revitalizing Grace York’s Statistical Resources on the Web Guide (http://www-personal.umich.edu/

~graceyor/govdocs/frames/statsfr.html). Ideally this would be a collaborative effort with the ACRL Numeric & Geospatial 

Data Interest Group (DIG) and GODORT. If you are interested in finding out more about either initiative, please attend the 

General Membership meeting or email me directly.  

-Also on Saturday we will have our LPSS forum titled “Sharing” Water and Information: Water Policy in the Colorado River 

Basin from 1:00 – 2:30 pm. Our featured speaker is Pat Mulroy who is recently retired as general manager of the Southern 

Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) and the Las Vegas Valley Water District (LVVWD). See Jodi’s description for more infor-

mation on our speaker, and this great article about her from the Las Vegas Sun: http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2014/

feb/09/whatever-it-takes-bring-water-valley/  

-Finally, on Sunday, June 29 at 1:00 - 2:30 pm we will present the Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award to Brian Coutts. Read 

more about Brian and the award in this edition of the newsletter! Congratulations Brian! 

-Don't forget our website (http://www.ala.org/acrl/lpss), Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/2233618422/), and 

listserv. I encourage you to follow our Facebook page. We would like it to be a thriving community for our members, but we 

need you post things!  We also have a new Twitter account, so follow us with @LPSS_ACRL 

 

As I close out my year as chair, I want to thank you all for your hard work and dedication to the section. It has been a busy 

year and I appreciate all of your efforts! If you are not currently active in the section, I encourage you to find a home in one of 

our committees. Remember that without you, our wonderful members, LPSS would not exist!  

Can't wait to see you all in Vegas! 

http://www-personal.umich.edu/~graceyor/govdocs/frames/statsfr.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~graceyor/govdocs/frames/statsfr.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2014/feb/09/whatever-it-takes-bring-water-valley/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2014/feb/09/whatever-it-takes-bring-water-valley/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/lpss
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2233618422/
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The LPSS Planning Committee is pleased to announce Mrs. Pat Mulroy, will be speaking at the 

LPSS Forum “Sharing” Water and Information: Water Policy in the Colorado River Basin at ALA on Sat-

urday, June 28 from 1:00-2:30.  Mrs. Mulroy has served as the General Manager of the Southern Ne-

vada Water Authority (SNWA) from 1993 to her retirement in early 

2014. SNWA is a not-for-profit cooperative agency established in 

1991 which manages regional water sources and focuses on the wa-

ter needs of Southern Nevada. The forum will focus on Mrs. Mul-

roy’s experience as General Manager of SNWA and how negotiating 

water policy for southern Nevada included many partners and play-

ers. As a public figure, Mrs. Mulroy has been a key player in provid-

ing water policy information to the public, which, with a resource as 

essential as water, draws much public scrutiny.  Mrs. Mulroy was a 

driving force in the acquisition of water in southern Nevada, having 

negotiated several of interstate and international water agree-

ments.  The forum will provide a glimpse into water policy and the 

politics of sharing information and water between states, governments, and internationally.    

2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas, NV 

Law and Political Science Section Forum 

Saturday, June 28th 1:00-2:30 

Bally Palace 3 

“Sharing” Water and Information: Water Policy in the Colorado River Basin 

With Featured Speaker, Pat Mulroy 

 ALA-LPSS 2014 Annual Conference Schedule 

Meeting Day/Date Time Location 

All-Committees Meeting Saturday, June 28 8:30-10:00 am Bally-Palace 6 

General Membership Meeting Saturday, June 28 10:30-11:30 am Bally-Palace 6 

Discussion Forum on Water Politics Saturday, June 28 1:00-2:30 pm Bally-Palace 3 

Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award Luncheon Sunday, June 29 1:00-2:30 pm Bally-Las Vegas 4 
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Continued from page 1 

The LPSS Political Science Research Competency Guidelines Survey (cont.) 
In terms of specific skills, acquiring knowledge of key political science data resources and being able to locate data sets were seen 

as most important, slightly ahead of understanding data formats and acquiring skill with data analysis software.  

Visual Literacy  (Graphics and Images) 

Building on the 2011 ACRL Visual Literacy Competency Standards, the survey asked about political applications in this area. 

Slightly over one quarter of respondents, 26 percent, felt that it was very important to include visual literacy in the Guidelines, 

with a far larger 60 percent seeing this as somewhat important.   

Interestingly, the ability to evaluate politically-oriented images and sources for bias was viewed as the most important specific 

skill, ahead of locating such political materials or interpreting their meaning. 

Creative Literacy  (Creating Original Works: Web Pages and Mashups) 

Finally, since the pending revision of the ACRL Information Literacy Standards may give more attention to creative skills, the 

survey also asked about this area.  Only 20 percent felt that including creative literacy in the Guidelines was very important, 

with 40 percent seeing it as somewhat important.  A full 40 percent of respondents judged creative literacy as not important.  

Among the relatively small percentage of respondents who saw value in this area, the ability to create web pages was seen as 

slightly more important than creating mashups and videos.      

Discussion and Conclusion 

Beyond the patterns of answers reported above, several more diffuse findings also emerged. As the term “political science infor-

mation literacy” implies, respondents showed interest in guidelines that address specifically political topics—e.g. campaigns or 

government actions—rather than general guidelines which just echo those contained in the ACRL Standards. Second, the low 

interest in creative literacy may indicate endorsement of a traditional approach, one emphasizing librarian- or professionally-

generated materials rather than a more patron-driven “2.0” approach.     

In closing, some caution is in order. As with many surveys, the response rate was low—particularly from the law field.  But de-

spite these limitations, several clear patterns did emerge. Thus these results can signal priorities and help to guide an informed 

revision of the LPSS Political Science Research Competency Guidelines.  

* Subsequently renamed the LPSS Professional Development Committee  

The survey was directed by David Schwieder, Survey Administrator, and Rosalind Fielder, Chair, LPSS Library Instruction 

Committee.  For additional information, or a copy of the survey report, contact David at dschwieder@uflib.ufl.edu. 

 

 

 

Political Science Databases Review 

As part of our committee’s revival, the Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee is launching what we hope will be a 
recurring LPSS News column comparing and contrasting tools that appeal to political science and legal researchers.  

For our first side-by-side comparison, we chose three popular interdisciplinary political science databases also useful to law: 
PAIS International (ProQuest), Political Science Complete (EBSCO), and Worldwide Political Science Abstracts (ProQuest).  

We hope this analysis can help our colleagues make informed collections choices. We anticipate future comparison columns 
on international news sources, legal databases, and data products. Should you have any requests for future columns, please 
contact the committee chair.   (SEE  PAGES FOLLOWING) 

Annelise Sklar (Chair) and Nadine Hoffman, on behalf of the 2013-2014 LPSS Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee 

Continued on page 6 

Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee News 

 

mailto:dschwieder@uflib.ufl.edu
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Continued on page 7 

Name PAIS International Political Science Complete Worldwide Political Science Abstracts 

Platform/vendor ProQuest/CSA EBSCOhost ProQuest 

For more info: http://www.proquest.com/

libraries/academic/social-sciences/

pais-set-c.html 

http://www.proquest.com/

libraries/academic/social-sciences/

paisarc-set-c.html 

http://www.csa.com/factsheets/

pais-set-c.php 

Title list 

http://www.proquest.com/

documents/Title_List_-

_PAIS.html 

http://www.ebscohost.com/

academic/political-science-

complete  (includes title list) 

http://www.proquest.com/libraries/

academic/social-sciences/polsci-set-

c.html 

http://www.csa.com/factsheets/polsci-set

-c.php 

Title list http://www.proquest.com/

documents/Title_List_-

_Worldwide_Political_Science_Abstracts

.html 

Topics Covered/

Major Areas of 

Coverage 

All aspects of policy (including 

business and economics), political 

science, international relations, 

and international law. 

Comparative politics, humani-

tarian issues, international rela-

tions, law and legislation, non-

governmental organizations, 

and political theory. 

International serials literature in politi-

cal science and its complementary fields, 

including international relations, law, 

and public administration / policy. 

Geographic cover-

age (strengths) 
Publications from over 120 coun-

tries. 
Worldwide to globalize contem-

porary political science publica-

tions. 

Worldwide; 67% of journals indexed are 

published outside the United States. 

Predominantly indexes articles in Eng-

lish. 

Dates of coverage Backfile dates to 1972; retrospec-

tive 1915-1976 

  

  

The earliest citation dates from 

1922. Many start in the 1960s 

or after, but the bulk of titles 

start in the 1990s. 

1975-current. 

The database builds on the merged back-

files of Political Science Abstracts, pub-

lished by IFI / Plenum, 1975-2000, and 

ABC POL SCI, published by ABC-CLIO, 

1984-2000. 

Number of records 

indexed 
Over 704,083 records as of August 

2013; over 1,232,798 records as of 

June 2012 (retrospective). 

865,319 (437,244 full text rec-

ords). 
Over 794,945 records. 

Update frequency Monthly. Over 525,000 new rec-

ords added between June 2012 and 

August 2013. 

Weekly. Approximately 31,000 

new records added per year. 
Monthly. Approximately 20,000 new 

records added per year. 

Types of materials 

indexed 
Includes journal articles, books, 

government documents, statistical 

directories, grey literature, re-

search reports, conference reports, 

publications of international agen-

cies, microfiche, and Internet ma-

terial. 

Includes journal articles, books, 

monographs, reference books, 

conference papers, and more. 

Includes journal articles, books, book 

chapters, book reviews, dissertations, 

film reviews, software reviews, and 

working papers. 

http://www.proquest.com/libraries/academic/social-sciences/pais-set-c.html
http://www.proquest.com/libraries/academic/social-sciences/pais-set-c.html
http://www.proquest.com/libraries/academic/social-sciences/pais-set-c.html
http://www.proquest.com/libraries/academic/social-sciences/paisarc-set-c.html
http://www.proquest.com/libraries/academic/social-sciences/paisarc-set-c.html
http://www.proquest.com/libraries/academic/social-sciences/paisarc-set-c.html
http://www.csa.com/factsheets/pais-set-c.php
http://www.csa.com/factsheets/pais-set-c.php
http://www.proquest.com/documents/Title_List_-_PAIS.html
http://www.proquest.com/documents/Title_List_-_PAIS.html
http://www.proquest.com/documents/Title_List_-_PAIS.html
http://www.ebscohost.com/academic/political-science-complete
http://www.ebscohost.com/academic/political-science-complete
http://www.ebscohost.com/academic/political-science-complete
http://www.proquest.com/libraries/academic/social-sciences/polsci-set-c.html
http://www.proquest.com/libraries/academic/social-sciences/polsci-set-c.html
http://www.proquest.com/libraries/academic/social-sciences/polsci-set-c.html
http://www.csa.com/factsheets/polsci-set-c.php
http://www.csa.com/factsheets/polsci-set-c.php
http://www.proquest.com/documents/Title_List_-_Worldwide_Political_Science_Abstracts.html
http://www.proquest.com/documents/Title_List_-_Worldwide_Political_Science_Abstracts.html
http://www.proquest.com/documents/Title_List_-_Worldwide_Political_Science_Abstracts.html
http://www.proquest.com/documents/Title_List_-_Worldwide_Political_Science_Abstracts.html
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Continued on page 8 

Number of 

journals 

indexed 

4,173 titles; 872 titles are peer-

reviewed. 
Over 2,900 titles. As of November 2005, approximately 1,500 

titles are being monitored for coverage. 

Number of 

journals full 

text 

84 electronic journals (38 are peer

-reviewed) since 1998. 
More than 520 journals (303 

unique), 

340 reference books and mono-

graphs, and 36,000 conference 

papers. 

None, though links to full text collections 

provided by ProQuest. ProQuest also sells 

a companion full text collection, ProQuest 

Political Science, of over 460 full text jour-

nals. 

Thesaurus 

size 
7,000 subject headings authority 

file is classified under 24 broad 

topics and 569 subtopics. 

Has a comprehensive subject-

specific thesaurus with over 

17,500 terms. 

The database is indexed using a thesaurus 

of over 3,000 main terms. 

Yes/No 

options 
      

Search 

within full 

Yes Yes No 

Advanced 

search 
Yes Yes. Also allows SmartText 

Searching (a form of natural 

language searching). 

Yes 

Limit re-

sults by 

publication 

dates 

Yes Yes Yes 

Limit re-

sults by 

document 

type 

Yes, by article, biography, book, 

book chapter, conference paper, 

editorial, feature, government & 

official document, news, review, 

website/webcast. 

Yes, by abstract, article, bibli-

ography, biography, book, 

book chapter, book review, 

case study,conference paper, 

correction notice, directory, 

editorial, entertainment re-

view, essay, excerpt, image, 

industry overview, letter, liter-

ary criticism, obituary, poem, 

poetry review, proceeding, 

product review, report, short 

story, speech ,Table of Con-

tents. 

Yes, by book, book chapter, book review, 

dissertation, film review, journal article, 

review, software review, working paper. 

Relevance 

sorting 
Yes, both relevance and date. Yes, both relevance and date. 

Source and author also availa-

Yes, both relevance and date. 

Save 

searches 
Yes. Also email alerts and RSS 

feeds. Saving searches requires 

user to create My Research ac-

count. 

Yes. Also email alerts and RSS 

feeds. Saving searches requires 

user to create My EBSCOhost 

account. 

Yes. Also email alerts and RSS feeds. Sav-

ing searches requires user to create My 

Research account. 
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Export citations Yes. Creates formatted cita-

tions in core citation styles as 

well as to export to: EasyBib; 

EndNote, Citavi, or Reference 

Manager; HTML; PDF; Ref-

Works; RIS; RTF (works with 

Microsoft Word); Text only; 

XLS (works with Microsoft 

Excel). 

Yes. Creates formatted cita-

tions in core citation styles 

as well as to export to: RIS 

Format (e.g. CITAVI, 

EasyBib, EndNote, ProCite, 

Reference Manager, Zotero); 

Generic bibliographic man-

agement software; XML 

format; BibTeX format; 

MARC21 format; RefWorks; 

EndNote Web. 

Yes. Creates formatted citations in core 

citation styles as well as to export to: 

EasyBib; EndNote, Citavi, or Reference 

Manager; HTML; PDF; RefWorks; RIS; 

RTF (works with Microsoft Word); Text 

only; XLS (works with Microsoft Excel). 

Cross-product searching Yes, across the ProQuest plat-

form. 
Yes, across the EBSCOhost 

platform. 
Yes, across the ProQuest platform. 

Cited references Yes. Results include Cited Ref-

erence Linking via "Cited by 

( x)" and "References ( x)" num-

bers. 

Yes. Results include “Cited 

References: (x).” 
Yes. Results include Cited Reference 

Linking via "Cited by ( x)" and 

"References ( x)" numbers. 

Usage stats based on 

COUNTER code 
COUNTER 4 usage reports will 

be available beginning October 

1, 2013 going forward. For 

usage prior to October 1, 2013 

you will need to run COUN-

TER 3 reports. 

Yes. COUNTER 4 compli-

ant. 
COUNTER 4 usage reports will be avail-

able beginning October 1, 2013 going 

forward. For usage prior to October 1, 

2013 you will need to run COUNTER 3 

reports. 

 

LPSS Executive Committee: 
 

 

 
Lynda M. Kellam (Chair, July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2014) 

Jeremy Darrington (Vice-Chair, July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2014) 

LeRoy Jason LaFleur (Past-Chairperson, July 1, 2013, to June 30, 
2014) 

Jodi Shepherd (Secretary, July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2015) 

Mara E. Degnan-Rojeski (Member-at-Large, July 1, 2012, to June 30, 
2014) 

Elizabeth Lynn White (Member-at-Large, July 1, 2013, to June 30, 
2015) 

Lorena O'English (Social Media Coordinator, July 1, 2012, to June 
30, 2014) 

Ms. Jennifer Schwartz (Webmaster, July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2014) 

Mrs. Loretta R. Parham (Board Liaison, July 1, 2013, to June 30, 
2014) 

Megan R. Griffin (Staff Liaison, July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2014) 

     

 
 

LPSS Committee Chairs: 

 

 
 
Communication and Publications - Chair: Emily Ford,  
exp. 2014 

Conference Program Planning Committee, Las Vegas, 2014 - 
Chair: Bruce Pencek, exp. 2014 

Professional Development/Library Instruction Committee - 
Chair:  Elizabeth Lynn White, exp. 2014  
 
Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award Committee -  
Chair: Kelly S. Janousek, exp. 2014 

Membership Committee - Chair: Mara E. Degnan-Rojeski, 
exp. 2014 

Nominating Committee - Chair: Lorena O'English, exp. 2014 

Review and Planning Committee - Chair: Chad Kahl, 
exp. 2014 

Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee -  
Chair:  Annelise Sklar, exp. 2014  
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I have been fascinated for a long time about the emergence of ideas and how 
ideas spread or die on the vine. TEDx’s cut line is “Ideas Worth Spreading.” And I have a blog enti-
tled, Possibilitator, the underlying concept being that an idea is the first step towards possibility. 
Those who spread ideas are ‘possibilitators.’ 

  
 Having recently examined databases that cover public policy for access to policy briefs and 
analysis I noted that there really was no central source on new policy ideas, approaches or innova-
tions in policy at the local and state level. Yet, reflecting back on my short tenure as an elected coun-
ty official I was hungry for ideas being tried and working in different places that I could possibly 
prune and transplant to my community. With that apparent gap in mind I started trolling journals, 
the internet, and think tanks for compilations of local/state policy innovations. What has emerged is 
a LibGuide on Local and State Policy Innovations available at http://libguides.lib.msu.edu/
localpol.  

 
 My findings nudged me to group these sites around several cluster areas:  

 Energy, Environment and Climate 
 Food, Nutrition, and Health 
 Transportation 
 Community Development 
 Governance 
 Multiple Policy Areas 

 

 There are sites that support conservative or free-market policies (e.g. American Legislative 

Exchange Council, Heritage Foundation) and sites that support more progressive policy approaches 

(e.g. Democracy Collaborative, Center for State Innovation). There are sites that focus on county lev-

el or municipal level policies as well as sites that include policies from abroad. I am sure there are 

many more sites out there and would like to see this limited guide expand to include more. So sug-

gestions for additional sites are welcomed.  More recently we’ve added a search box that allows one 

to search all the websites listed in the guide simultaneously for examples of policies on specific is-

sues. I think there’s a full-time job here for someone.  

Possibilities – Finding New Policy Ideas  
  Terry Link, Michigan State University 

http://possibilitator.blogspot.com
http://libguides.lib.msu.edu/localpol
http://libguides.lib.msu.edu/localpol


Bring the ACRL Standards Workshop to You  

Standards for Libraries in Higher Education Training Workshops 
The ACRL Standards for Libraries in Higher Education provide a framework for planning and assessment that can be 
adapted for a variety of circumstances including strategic planning, program review, and accreditation self-study. 
ACRL’s “Planning, Assessing, and Communicating Library Impact: Putting the Standards for Libraries in Higher Educa-
tion into Action” workshop provides information on using the standards and other foundational documents as a 
framework to develop benchmarks, evaluate quality and performance, and demonstrate value. Details are available 
on the ACRL website at http://www.ala.org/acrl/standardsworkshop. 
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   Recent LPSS Member Publications & News 

Publications - 
Kim Clarke and Nadine Hoffman (both U. of Calgary) have contributed chapters to this work: 
Kroski, E. (Ed.). (2104). Law librarianship in the digital age. Lanham, Maryland: Scarecrow Press. 
 “User services analysis for decision making” / Kim Clarke 
 “Educational technologies” / Kim Clarke and Nadine R. Hoffman 
 
Lynda Kellam (UNC-Greensboro) has two: 
Kellam, L. (2014). Professional associations and you. In: L. Stickell, & B. Sanders (Eds.), Making the most of your library ca-
reer (pp. 41-50). Chicago: ALA Editions.  
Peter, K., & Kellam, L. (2013). Statistics & the single girl: Incorporating statistical literacy into information literacy instruc-
tion. LOEX Quarterly, 40(1), 2-3, 10. 
 
Terry Link (Michigan State) served as an associate editor for this new reference work: 
Rowe, D. (Ed.). (2014). Achieving sustainability: Visions, principles, and practices. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA.  2 
volumes. 
 
Jodi Shepherd (CSU-Chico) contributed this to the latest C & RL News: 
Shepherd, J., & Korber, I. (2014). How do I search for a book? Implementing LibAnswers at your library. College & Research 
Libraries News, 75(4), 197-200; 214. 
 
Section news – 
The 2013 revision of the LPSS Manual (see LPSS website) created a Professional Development Committee.  This committee 
will emerge as the Library Instruction Committee evolves to take on the new charge.    

 

ACRL 2015: Creating Sustainable Community   

Portland, Oregon – March 25-28, 2015 

 

ACRL 2015 will feature than 300 carefully curated  

programs to help you stay at the forefront of the profession.  Access cutting-edge information, discover 

new ideas, and engage in conversations with academic and research librarians from around the world.  Reg-

istration and housing materials will be available soon. Register by the early-bird deadline to take ad-

vantage of discounted fees; group discounts up to 20% and scholarships are also available. Complete de-

tails are online at www.acrl.org/acrlconference. 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/standardsworkshop
http://www.acrl.org/acrlconference


 

Guidelines for Contributors 
The deadline for the next edition of the LPSS News, subject to decisions by ACRL, will be around mid-October 2014. 

Email articles, illustrations, and correspondence to: merrill.stein@villanova.edu  and dennis.lambert@villanova.edu 

Length: suggested maximum 400-600 words. 

Write in short paragraphs.  Use the most direct, energetic style you can muster.  Have a point, and don’t be reluctant to have a point of 

view, too. Write as an analyst or critic, or at least as a journalist, not a booster.   

Write to be useful to the membership. The format and publication frequency make features, not old news, the strength of the newsletter.  

The LPSS listserv is the best place to post, discover, and comment on breaking events. The LPSS website is the official repository of official 

reports and meeting minutes.   

Newsletter Archives 

Page 11 
LPSS News 29:2 

Connect with other Law and Political Science Librarians -- Join the LPSS Discussion List 

To subscribe send an e-mail to:  
listserv@listserv.kent.edu 

Note: The subject line should be empty and the body of the message MUST only contain:   

Subscribe lpss-l Firstname Lastname 
 

Did you know that LPSS-L has a searchable archive? 

Archives of LPSS-L are maintained at Kent State University and updated every week.  Messages are arranged by date, 
and searchable by keyword, with archives dating back to August 2007. To access the LPSS-L archives, point your Web 

browser to http://listserv.kent.edu/archives/lpss-l.html .   
  

The LPSS-L Archives are available only to subscribers to the LPSS-L list.  The first time you access this URL, you will be 
prompted for your email address (as your account ID) and a password of your choice. You will need to reply to the 

email to confirm access.  Add the LPSS-L archives to your knowledge base. You never know when you might need it! 
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Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education 

ACRL’s task force is scheduled to release a revised draft of the 

Framework in mid June. They will hold a hearing at the American 

Library Association’s Annual Conference in Las Vegas (Saturday, 

June 28, 10:30 am – 11:30 am) as well as online hearings in June. 

Task force members will continue the iterative process, modifying 

the Framework based on feedback they receive then. They expect to 

submit a final document to the ACRL Board in August 2014 for 

their consideration and approval in September. For more see http://

acrl.ala.org/ilstandards/  

mailto:merrill.stein@villonova.edu?subject=LPSS%20Newsletter
mailto:dennis.lambert@villanova.edu?subject=LPSS%20Newsletter
http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/lpss/acr-lpsec
http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/lpss/lpsswebsite/publications/publications
listserv@listserv.kent.edu
http://listserv.kent.edu/archives/lpss-l.html
http://www.ala.org/acrl/lpss/
http://connect.ala.org/acrl_lpss
mailto:merrill.stein@villonova.edu?subject=LPSS%20Newsletter
mailto:dennis.lambert@villanova.edu?subject=LPSS%20Newsletter
http://acrl.ala.org/ilstandards/
http://acrl.ala.org/ilstandards/

