
ACRL IS-R&S Midwinter Meeting Minutes

December 12, 2012 via conference call, 2pm EST

Attending: Catherine Johnson (Chair), Clarence Maybee, Debbie Feisst, Anne Jumonville, David 
Oberhelman, Merinda McLure, Kristina Appelt, and Analiza Perez-Gomez

1. Finishing up “The List”

Discussion: Members agreed that we should subdivide Social Sciences and Science and 
Mathematics into sub-topics. 

Action: C. Maybee (Social Sciences) and A. Jumonville (Science and Mathematics) will send list 
of journals organized by subject to C. Johnsonby December 19, 2012.
Action: Members will notify C. Johnson of any problems with list via email by December 19, 
2012.
Action: After making any final edits, C. Johnson will send to Executive Committee for approval.

2. 5 Things… 

Discussion: The scope of “5 Things” topics was discussed, and it was determined that although 
previously the topics had been broad, topics do not need to be broad to be considered. 

Members suggestedpotential new topics: 

1) library instruction and institutional effectiveness, student success (assessment), 
measuring the value

2) flipping the classroom
3) IL in STEM
4) IL in Context
5) Embedding IL
6) Video instruction

Action: Members should send any additional topic ideas they have to C. Johnson.
Action: In January, C. Johnson will share the updated list with the committee via email for 
members tovote on their choices.

3. Questions to consider from The Committee Assessment Task Force (CATF) 

a. From your perspective, please identify the strengths and weaknesses of your 
committee and its role within the current IS structure.  You may wish to consider 
the following in your discussion: charge, member responsibilities, 
communication, meetings, etc.

Discussion: Members feel they have a clear sense of purpose of the Committee, which is 
reinforced by the specific tasks the Committee facilitates, e.g., publication schedule, updating 



pages, etc. The monthly meeting schedule works for the group. The Committee does a lot of 
work, but there are enough people to do work. It was noted that the one-year Committee 
Secretaryposition is a good way to indoctrinate new members into Committee work. 

b. What suggestions do you have for improving the usefulness of the publications 
and projects that your committee creates?

Discussion: It was recommended that we annually review the statistics for the pages we are 
responsible for and use the data for decision-making. Don Mueller at ACRL can provide some of 
this information. Usage data could also inform promotional strategies. We should consider 
providing explanations of how to use materials.

c.   In light of your discussion, what recommendations would you make for 
improving the effectiveness of the IS committee structure?

Discussion: Members had no recommendations for improving the Committee’s effectiveness. It 
was noted that our committeehas been using virtual meetings very effectively.

4. Other News? 

If members cycling off the committee would like to apply to serve another term, the deadlineis 
Feb 15thfor reapplying for an appointment that would start in July.

Updates to “Research Agenda for Library Instruction and Information Literacy,” had been 
planned for the current year, but instead were completed last year. C. Johnson will change the 
revision date concerning this document in ALA Connect.

5. Next Meeting

The next meeting will be in late January or early-February. 

Respectfully submitted,
Clarence Maybee
Instruction Section, Research and Scholarship Committee Intern


