
 
Professional Education Committee  

ACRL Instruction Section 
ALA Midwinter Virtual Meeting 

 
Wednesday, December 5, 2012, 11:00 AM CST 

 
Members present: Jane Currie (Chair), Melissa Mallon (virtual member), Ann Medaille, Dominique 
Daniel, Anne Driscoll (virtual member), Michelle Keba (Intern), Meghan Sitar (IS Executive 
Committee Liaison) 
 
Members excused:  
Megan Griffin (ACRL Staff Liaison), Lydia Willoughby (virtual member), Susanna Eng-Ziskin 
 
1. Introductions: Jane Currie called the meeting to order and introductions were made.  
 
 
2. Library Instruction Courses Project:  
 
Library Instruction Courses Offered by Accredited Master's Programs in LIS wiki (fall project) 
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/IS/Library_Instruction_Courses  
 

a. Jane thanked Dominique, Susanna, and Melissa for revising and updating the Library 
Instruction Courses Wiki. 

b. All revisions to the wiki are complete and Jane has updated the “last revised” date for the 
wiki. 

c. Melissa reported that the process went smoothly and recommended that the updates be 
done on a regular basis as she had to make several changes to URLs, and she also added a 
few courses. 

d. Jane concurred that maintaining the wikis and keeping them up to date is a discipline worth 
keeping and time well spent. 

 
3. Sponsors of Continuing Education Programs for Library Instruction Project: 
 
Sponsors of Continuing Education Programs for Library Instruction wiki (spring project) 
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/IS/Continuing_Education 
 

a. Jane will send a call for volunteers to update the Continuing Education Program Wiki in 
January. 

b. Melissa, Susanna, and Dominique are not required to volunteer as they have already 
worked on the Library Instruction Courses Wiki. 

c.  Anne Driscoll volunteered to help update the Continuing Education Program Wiki. 
 
 
 
 

http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/IS/Library_Instruction_Courses
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/IS/Continuing_Education


4. Discussion of Questions Posed by the IS Committee Assessment Task Force: 
 
a. From your perspective, please identify the strengths and weaknesses of your committee and its 
role within the current IS structure. You may wish to consider the following in your discussion: 
charge, member responsibilities, communication, meetings, etc. 
 
Two members voiced the opinion that working virtually is nice as it eliminates the need for travel. 
Another member noted that a strength of the committee is that its purpose is very straightforward, 
and that having up to date information on the wikis is an important service to provide.  Additionally, 
a member of the committee mentioned that another strength is that the workload always seems to 
be divided fairly, people contribute and help out, and there never seems like there’s too much work 
to do.  The chair agreed that the workload is divided fairly because people are quick to participate 
in the call for volunteers. 
 
b. What suggestions do you have for improving the usefulness of the publications and projects 
that your committee creates? 
 
A committee member noted that the committee puts a lot of time into updating information on the 
wikis and wondered if there was a way to access usage statistics for the wikis.  The chair responded 
that the total number of times accessed is indicated at the bottom of the wiki, but that an ACRL 
member might be able to see more usage statistics.  She suggested that the chair might be able to 
work with an ACRL member to get a better feel for how hits are divided over time and the amount 
of time a user spent on the wiki.  Another member recommended sending out an announcement on 
the listserv and/or via social media after the wikis have been updated.  Another member agreed 
and recommended advertising the wikis on a regular basis. 
 
c. In light of your discussion, what recommendations would you make for improving the 
effectiveness of the IS committee structure?  
 
The committee had no recommendations at this time. 
 
5. Announcements 
 

a. Jane announced the upcoming change to conference attendance requirement for IS 
committees.   Beginning with the 2013-2014 committees and the 2014 ALA Annual 
Conference, only the Local Arrangements, Conference Program Planning, and Discussion 
Group Steering Committees will be required to meet in-person 

b. Meghan Sitar reminded the committee that the upcoming changes in conference 
attendance requirements will mean that the virtual member designation will go away 
because everyone will be virtual members. 

c. Jane announced that she will send out information about the annual meeting as she gets it, 
and that she will send out a call for volunteers for the spring project in January. 

 
7. Adjourned at 12:18pm (EST)  

Minutes taken by Michelle Keba (intern) 


