
ACRL Instruction Section 
Membership Committee 

Virtual Mid-Winter Meeting 
Monday, December 17, 2012 

2:00-3:15 pm (EST) 

Attendees: Bonnie Imler (ch), Sara Holder (ch), Kristin Andrews, Karen Brown, Amanda Clossen, Linda 

Colding, Dominique Turnbow, Norah Mazel (secretary), Maura Seale (executive committee liaison) 

Not in Attendance: Nicole Ream-Sotomayor (virtual member, excused)  

I. Welcome & Introductions 

II. Call for Additions/Revisions to the Agenda – None 

III. IS Advisory announcements and discussion items  

A. Virtual Annual  

i. Attendance will still be required at Annual in 2013 for non-virtual IS committee 

members. As of 2014 attendance at Annual can be virtual with the exception of 

three IS committees (Local Arrangements, Program Planning and Discussion 

Group). New committee chairs will have a virtual orientation. The new 

attendance requirements are already on the IS website and the committee 

volunteer form, so they can be promoted to members who may find committee 

work more appealing as a result. 

ii. Since Membership is not one of the 3 committees with mandatory attendance, 

what will this mean for the IS Soiree? – Probably more collaboration with 

committees that do still have mandatory attendance 

iii. Questions were raised about how the new virtual attendance option would 

function in the traditional Annual committee meeting environment (large ball 

room with table for each committee), especially if a committee tries to 

accommodate both in-person and virtual attendees at the same time with a 

blended meeting – This has not come up in executive committee discussions, so 

Maura will address it with exec and report back. 

IV. Updates and overview of ongoing projects/goals 

A. Mid-Winter Soiree 



i. Will be held Friday, January 25, 2013, 5:30 – 7:00 PM at the Havana Social Club 

(http://www.havanasocial.com). Special thanks to Jackie Belanger 

(jbelanger@uwb.edu) & Dave Ellenwood (dellenwood@uwb.edu) the 

Instruction Section Local Arrangements Co-Chairs for making all of the 

arrangements. RSVP no later than Wednesday, January 18, 2013 at 

https://catalyst.uw.edu/webq/survey/dje8/182828 

ii. Sara will be attending and hosting. Any other committee member attending 

Midwinter is expected to attend and host, as well. Committee members should 

RSVP for the soiree so the Arrangements Committee has a good count. – Maura 

is the only other committee member attending Midwinter.  

B. Virtual Orientation 

i. This is the third year that we will be offering a Virtual Orientation for anyone 

interested in joining the Instruction Section.  The Virtual Orientation is held 

through Adobe Connect.  This orientation defines the different positions within 

the committees and gives pointers on completing the volunteer form.  We are 

looking at Thursday, January 17 at 2:00 pm (EST) for the orientation, but Bonnie 

still needs to clear that date with our speaker, Christy Stevens, vice-chair of the 

Instruction Section.   We are in need of a volunteer to handle publicity for the 

Virtual Orientation.  This includes sending out a save-the-date message in early 

January, sending a reminder message within 24 hours of the event, and posting 

the event to the Facebook page - Dominique volunteered. This is a way to 

recruit new members so we need suggestions of listservs that reach a vast 

number of librarians, especially those right out of library school. 

 

C. IS Facebook Presence 

i. Our Facebook site is called ACRL Instruction Section.   It currently has only 27 

members and it appears that Amy Deuink and Nancy Weiner have the rights to 

accept members.  (Amy and Nancy are both former members of this group.)  It 

hasn’t had a legitimate post since September and has a few questionable posts 

on it right now.  The page was recently migrated and we are not sure that this 

type of page – where you have to ask permission to join – is the best type for us.  



Norah volunteered to investigate options for Facebook presence and the 

committee will discuss these possibilities via email. 

 

V. Videos/Getting Involved Web Site 

A. The Getting Involved Web Page  - Located at 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/is/iswebsite/getinvo

lved.  The current videos were created from the Virtual Orientation 2 years ago.  Since 

that time, several important changes have taken place.  (Intern=Secretary, Virtual 

Annual).   

i. Should the current videos be taken down? - Consensus is that inaccurate info 

should be removed. However, the executive committee may want them up 

through current volunteer cycle, so Maura will check on this.  

ii. Should new videos be created from the Virtual Orientation in January? -  

Amanda has volunteered to work on these after the orientation. 

iii.  Should there be more descriptive text on the Getting Involved web page for 

those not interested in viewing a movie? – Consensus is “Yes”, especially if it’s 

information that people need to refer back to frequently (ex: while filling out 

volunteer form). 

iv. Do we feel that keeping the Getting Involved page current and accurate should 

be part of this committee’s official duties? -  Consensus is “Yes”, this should fall 

under the committee’s charge.  

a. The video tutorials are currently hosted on Maura’s Youtube 

account, as the IS does not have a channel. Membership 

committee would like to establish an official Youtube channel 

where future videos can be hosted. Maura will take this back to 

the executive committee, and once they give permission, the 

Membership committee can set up guidelines for the account 

(how often videos are reviewed, etc).  

VI. Other Business 

A. Reminder: Volunteer Form now available 

(http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/membership/volunteer/volunteer.cfm)  

http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/is/iswebsite/getinvolved
http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/is/iswebsite/getinvolved


If you are going off this year, please consider re-volunteering for this committee or 

another IS committee.  Kristin, Linda, Dominique, Nicole, and Norah will be going off at 

the end of June. The online volunteer form must be completed by February 15, 2013, for 

consideration for 2013-14 appointments. 

B. Questions from Committee Assessment Task Force (CATF)  

i. The questions Bonnie forwarded to the committee prior to the meeting in the 

agenda were discussed and some comments captured in the Adobe recording. 

Send any further thoughts to Bonnie by the end of the week so that she can 

compile them and pass them on to the CATF. The questions were as follows:  

1. From your perspective, please identify the strengths and weaknesses of 

your committee and its role within the current IS structure. You may 

wish to consider the following in your discussion: charge, member 

responsibilities, communication, meetings, etc. 

2. What suggestions do you have for improving the usefulness of the 

publications and projects that your committee creates?  

3. In light of your discussion, what recommendations would you make for 

improving the effectiveness of the IS committee structure? 

 

VII. Review/Action Items 

1. Sara Holder & Maura Seale will be hosting the IS Soiree at Mid-Winter. 

2. Dominique Turnbow will handle publicity for Virtual Orientation. (Bonnie Imler will send her 

information and timeline for the event.) 

3. Norah Mazel will investigate options for IS presence on Facebook, and email the committee to 

continue discussion of the topic. 

4. Amanda Clossen will update the videos for the Getting Involved website after January’s virtual 

orientation. 

5. Norah Mazel will send out meeting minutes for the committee’s approval. 

6. Maura Seale will email executive committee with our questions from this meeting and pass 

along their responses. 

Minutes taken by Norah Mazel. 


