
ACRL Instruction Section 
Instructional Technologies Committee 

Virtual Midwinter Meeting (via Adobe Connect) 
Monday, December 14, 2009, 3pm – 4:30 pm EST 

 
 
Attendees: Lisa Ancelet (ch.), Jackie Belanger (intern), Tiffany Hebb (ch.), Amanda Izenstark, 
Krystal Lewis, Nicholas Schiller, Christy Stevens (IS Executive Committee Liaison)  
 
Absent: Lia Friedman 
 
Observers: Rebecca Blakiston (University of Arizona), Breanne Geery (University of South 
Carolina), Brad Sietz (Eastern Michigan University) 
 
Called to order at 3:00. 
 
1.  Welcome and Introductions 
 
2.  Additions & changes to agenda 

None. 
 

3.  Collaborative Tools - Use of ALA Connect 
ALA Connect is working fine for the Committee and is a useful tool for storing/sharing 
documents. Once we get Tips & Trends documents uploaded for editing we can begin to take 
full advantage of ALA Connect tools.  
 
All documents from Yahoo Group have been moved over to ALA Connect. Yahoo Group 
account not deleted yet – Lisa will do this. 

 
 
4.  Tips and Trends 
In response to a question from Brad, Tiffany explained that Tips & Trends documents are 
authored by committee members, and that they can focus on instructional-related technology. 
Docs can cover a wide range of technologies (e.g. open source statistics gathering software). 
The committee is aiming to produce 2 of these per year. 
 
Amanda – Tips & Trends docs can be tool-focused or along the lines of “How do I….” guides.  
 

a. Ongoing - Status Reports 
i. Personalized Start Pages (Lisa & was Beth) 

Lisa is working on this and will have a draft uploaded to ALA 
Connect for editing by January. Beth is no longer on committee. 
 

ii. Mobile Tech (Nicholas & Krystal) 
Nicholas & Krystal have drafted this, and will circulate it via ALA 
Connect by mid-January. 
 
The goal is to have both Start Pages and Mobile Tech published 
by ALA Annual in late June. 
 



iii. Cyber ZedShed – Discussion of how this was assigned to Lia Friedman, 
and if any progress had been made on contacting presenters from ACRL 
2009 Cyber Zed Shed to see if they wanted to guest author Tips & Trends 
documents. Committee decided to let this go as too much time has 
elapsed to get in contact with presenters. 
 

iv. Social bookmarking: Amanda noted that the Tagging & Social 
Bookmarking document has not yet been published yet on IS site 
(although there is a copy on ALA Connect). Lisa will investigate and try to 
find out when it will be published. 

 
 

b. New Topics 
i. New ideas for Tips & Trends?  

Tiffany suggested that the ACRL New Members group session at 
Midwinter may provide some new ideas/authors for Tips & Trends. They 
meet at 10:30 am on Saturday, January 16, and the topic is ‘Incorporating 
Technology Tools into Instruction’. It would be useful if a member of our 
committee could attend to make connections with presenters. 
 

ii. Volunteers and deadlines 
Jackie & Amanda volunteered to do a Tips & Trends doc on 
screencasting. Draft will be up for editing by late Spring. 

 
c. Tips & Trends Guidelines 

Lisa confirmed that these guidelines have been updated and will be uploaded to 
ALA Connect. 

  
 
5.  Classroom Control Software Update 
Lisa: We are definitely ending our updates on this document. Lisa just needs to submit a 
document to executive committee requesting permission to do this, which she will do over the 
holiday break.  
 
Reasons for ending this document: much of the information here is now available online, and 
the end product didn’t necessarily justify amount of time required to keep it updated. 
 
Brad noted that dropping the Classroom Control Software publication will require a change to 
the IS IT charge on the website. 
 
Discussion ensued about whether we should replace this with a different document. Committee 
decided that members will brainstorm ideas (via IS IT listserv) for other software/tools/types of 
documents we would like to focus on instead. 
 

 
6.  Volunteer needed for 2010/2011 co-chair. 
Tiffany will serve a second term for continuity.  
 
 
Other business: 
 



Nicholas suggested that the Committee meet virtually between Midwinter and Annual, just to 
touch base and ensure progress on documents, etc. 
 
Discussion of scheduling of meetings at ALA midwinter: Tiffany was concerned that changing 
meeting times for IS Advisory & All Members meeting to 10:30 on Sat. 1/16 will cause conflicts 
for some committee members as it is now at the same time as Library Instruction Round Table.  
 
A number of committee members will be in Boston for Midwinter, so there may be an informal 
meeting there. 
 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:20EST. 
 
Next meeting: Virtual meeting, February 2010, via Adobe Connect. Tiffany will arrange dates. 
 
 
Minutes taken by Jackie Belanger 
 
Action Items: 
Item Member Responsible Due Date 
Investigate when Tips & 
Trends: Tagging & Social 
Bookmarking will be 
published on website. 

Lisa As soon as possible 

Brainstorm replacement 
for Classroom Control 
Software doc (via listserv) 

All Ongoing 

Post Tips & Trends: Mobile 
Technology to ALA 
Connect for editing 

Nicholas Schiller & 
Krystal Lewis 

Before Midwinter 

Post Tips & Trends: 
Personalized Start Pages 
to ALA Connect for editing 

Lisa Before Midwinter 

Write Tips & Trends: 
Screencasting 

Jackie & Amanda Late Spring 

Brainstorm Tips & Trends 
topics 

All Ongoing 

Update Tips & Trends 
Guidelines and post to 
ALA Connect 

Intern (incoming) As soon as possible 

 


