
ACRL Instruction Section 
Teaching Methods Committee Meeting 

ALA Midwinter Meeting 
Saturday, January 24, 2009, 1:30-3:30 pm 

Pyramid Peak Ballroom, Grand Hyatt Denver 
 

Committee Members Present: Jennifer Knievel (Chair), Charlie Potter, Ping Situ, Becky Lasswell 
Stromberg (Intern). 

Committee Members Excused:  Angela Boyd, Susie Skarl, Drew Smith. 

Observers/Guests: Susanna Eng-Ziskin, California State University, Northridge (Executive Liaison); 
Irene Ke, University of Houston. 

Agenda Items: 

1. Appoval of Annual 2008 Minutes 
 

[Approved via email following Annual] 
 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
 

Jennifer Knievel welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked them to introduce themselves to 
the group. 
 

3.  Announcements from IS Advisory Meeting (Jennifer Knievel and Susanna Eng-Ziskin) 
 

• Slate for next election was announced today. Candidates are:   
o Chair-Elect: Polly [?] and Chris Hollister 
o Secretary: Melissa Decker and Leslie Warren 
o Member at Large: Christy Stephens and Terry Bennett 
 

• The Nominating Committee is accepting nominations for the following year. Jennifer 
encouraged committee members to nominate themselves or someone else by contacting 
Jennifer Dorner (Chair). 

 
• The Member at Large term is now 2 years rather than 3. 

 
• IS is looking for vendor sponsorship for the IS Soiree to make it easier to plan and fund. 

Springshare, Dell Computers, TechSmith, Adobe and Blackboard are targeted vendors. 
Jennifer asked that if committee members have any contacts at any of these companies to 
please encourage them to support the Soiree. 

 
• ACRL Leadership council is looking for volunteers. 

 



• ACRL conference will be held March 12-15, 2009 in Seattle. There will be a virtual 
conference option as well. Attendees must register to access the virtual conference. 

 
• ALA is looking into more options for electronic participation. ALA Connect a 

collaboration tool that will be rolled out in April. 
 

• ACRL is giving feedback to ALA about their website including suggestions for 
improvement. 

 
• Jennifer reminded committee members to fill out the volunteer request form if they want 

to be reappointed to the committee for next year, and to fill out the acceptance form once 
a committee appointment is offered. Clara Fowler (IS Chair-Elect) is looking for 
committee chairs, and we should let Jennifer know if interested. 

 
• The LOEX conference will be held April 30-May 2, 2009 in Albuquerque. Registration 

begins February 6 at 1:00 pm. There are only 280 slots so please register early. Virtual 
presentations will be available online to members. Institutional memberships are a good 
way to get access. Some presentations will be hosted using Illuminate or Adobe Connect 
for members through LOEX Encore.  

 
• LOEX 2010 will be held in Dearborn, Michigan at the end of April. 

 
• Jennifer announced two discussion groups sponsored by IS and encouraged us to attend. 

Today is the Mobile Learning Best Practices discussion group and tomorrow is Teaching 
Web 2.0.  Tomorrow afternoon there will also be a forum cosponsored by IS on how 
librarians should be prepared by library schools. This will include discussion on 
standards and proficiencies for instruction librarians. 

 
4. Update on Teaching and Learning Information Literacy Skills textbook bibliography 
 

• Jennifer noted that there was some confusion about the two bibliography projects that this 
committee is tasked with.  We update the information literacy textbooks bibliographies 
for librarians and students in the fall, and the first year experience bibliography in the 
spring. 

 
• Project update: Susie and Charlie have collected new citations and gotten reviews and 

Amazon information. The next step will be for Drew to format. Charlie has a formatted 
document that she will send to Drew. Once formatting is done, Jennifer will give the 
document to Susanna, who will forward it to the Executive Committee for review. Once 
it comes back from the Executive Committee, it will go to Angela and Ping to implement 
any changes. After changes are done, it will go back to the Executive Committee for 
approval. Once approved, Becky will format the bibliography and have the webmasters 
post it to the web. 
 



5. Update on First-Year Experience and Academic Libraries: Select, Annotated Bibliography 
 

• Jennifer noted that the FYE bibliography’s emphasis is on the first year course, not only 
information literacy. We will go through the same five steps with this bibliography as we 
did with the information literacy bibliography.  

 
• Jennifer went over the assignments for this project and asked that committee members let 

her know if they would like to switch. Ping would like to switch do to a scheduling 
conflict. Irene Ke is interesting in helping out with the committee. Jennifer will check 
with the Executive Committee to see if she can help out as a volunteer. 

 
• Researching citations: Committee members researching citations can go ahead and start 

now so we can be working on both projects at the same time. The tips document has title 
selection criteria, available from committee webpage.  

 
• Timeline: must be done with all tasks by Annual (we should shoot for May). Finishing 

the researching citations task in early to mid-February would be ideal. 
 

• Submitting to the Executive Committee: Susanna recommended giving the Executive 
Committee a due date for revisions when we submit. 

 
6. Other topics 
 

a. Updating tips document 
 

• Committee members should make notes on how it should be updated as they 
complete their tasks and bring these suggestions to Annual.  

 
• It is not clear from the tips document whether we should be removing outdated 

citations from the bibliographies.  The FYE bibliography is getting long and could 
cease to be useful if it becomes too cumbersome. However, removing citations could 
be complicated if we don’t agree on what is too old and what is core. One idea would 
be to split the bibliographies into a complete version and a selected (up-to-date) 
version. We could have an archive of articles published before 2000, for example. 
We could also split the bibliographies into recommended (rather than core) and 
additional sources. Or, we could list the entries by publication date rather than by 
author. 

 
• Susanna will ask the Executive Committee if we would need to write a formal 

proposal to implement these changes and if they think it would be a good idea. 
 



b. How to structure the bibliographies to be more useable:  Other committees have talked 
about dividing their bibliographies into separate webpages (Instruction for Diverse 
Populations Committee) and using a wiki (Information Literacy in the Disciplines). We 
should keep an eye on what they are doing and see if we want to consider this in the 
future.  We could also create a database of citations but this could be overly complicated. 
The obvious choice would be to use a bibliographic management system but we don’t all 
have subscriptions to the same software. 

 
c. Should the committee consider doing more on active learning, learning styles and other 

pedagogy techniques?  Jennifer explained that this committee used to run a discussion 
group for librarians to share techniques but the workload became too heavy.  This was 
reassigned to another committee so we could focus on bibliographies. 

 
d. Committee members should let Jennifer know if they are interested in publishing a 

review on teaching trends so we can work on a proposal for the Executive Committee for 
next year’s Teaching Methods Committee. 

 
e. We could also consider how we could publicize the bibliographies more. 
 
 

Meeting adjourned: 2:26 pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Becky Lasswell Stromberg, Intern 
February 2, 2009 


