
ACRL Instruction Section 
Research and Scholarship Committee 

ALA Midwinter, Meeting 
Saturday, January 24, 2009, 1:30-3:30 pm 

 Grand Hyatt Denver in Pyramid Peak Ballroom 

Committee members present:  
Jaquelina Alvarez, Roxanne Bogucka, Chris Cox, Amy Deuink, Catherine Johnson 
Committee members excused:   
Ramona Islam, Caroline Barratt (virtual member), Larissa Gordon (virtual member) 
Observers/guests:  
Elizabeth Pickard  

 
A.  Announcements from IS Advisory 

Discussion: If you’re interested in serving on Exec in 2010 contact Jennifer Dorner as she 
will be the chair of nominating committee.  Should we need it, we have a survey 
monkey account.  If we plan to use it, we would need approval from exec.  98 people 
attended the IS soiree at Midwinter.  IS is looking for vendors sponsor the soiree at 
Annual.  There has been some discussion of shortening conferences (getting rid of 
Tuesday and Wednesday) and working to make it easier to participate virtually. ALA now 
has connect software sponsored by Drupal.  We’ll hear more about that in the future.  
There is currently a drafted 30-page document detailing how electronic participation 
might take place in the future, but it’s still a work in progress.  ACRL will be publishing 3 
columns a year in Change. 
Action: None. 
 

B. Bibliography of Research Methods Texts 
Discussion: The Bibliography has been submitted to Exec, but has not yet been 
approved 
Action: None. 
 

C. Revision of Selected List of Pedagogical Journals in Fields Outside of LIS (due Fall 2009) 
Discussion: Some of the links are outdated. The group has the correct URLs and they will 
be updated.  It was agreed that we will work on this in more detail via listserv.  Jaqui 
suggested a few additions to the list, which we will address in our listserv discussion. We 
agreed to create a one sentence summary of each journal, to make the list more useful.  
The sections of the document were divided and are listed below. We will also include a 
note explaining whether the journal’s content is available online without a subscription.  
To make the document more useful, we thought it may be useful to include RSS feeds to 
the journals contents.   
Action: Catherine will submit a request with the updated links.  The group should 
continue to review the list.  Look specifically to see if the journals included are still 



appropriate.   Jaqui will create a Google Document where we can post the one sentence 
summaries.  The sections are divided as follows: 
Roxanne: First 9 Science and Math 
Jaqui: Second half of Science and Math 
Amy: Social Science 
Chris: Arts and Humanities 
Catherine: Higher Education, General 
Deadline: Review journal lists and send new additions to Google Document by February 
27, 2009.   

 
D. Revision of Research Agenda for Library Instruction and Information Literacy (due 2012) 

Discussion: This document is scheduled to be revised, but adds yet another project to 
our plate for Annual.  We discussed the possibility of revision to the revision schedule.  
The revision schedule gives us the meaning of why we are doing these documents.  The 
group wonders if there is a similar document for within the LIS field and, if not, why we 
don’t work on a document like that instead.   Either this document or one within the LIS 
field could likely be presented in a more user-friendly way.  Perhaps this information 
could be moved to a wiki and maintained by the group.  A document like this could 
benefit from the wisdom of crowds.  The group thought we could paste a slightly revised 
version into a wiki and ask for feedback.  Perhaps this could be publicized with a link on 
ACRLog.  This would serve as a method for input as part of the assessment of the value 
of this, and other, documents.   
Action: Chris will look for documents with evidence of how the group went about 
updating this document in the past.  He will ask virtual members to send us information 
ahead of time.  For now, the group will divide the information, become familiar with 
that section and conduct a brief literature search on the topic. 

i. Learners - Amy 
ii. Teaching - Catherine 

iii. Organizational Context - Roxanne 
iv. Assessment – Jaqui, Chris  
v. Ramona and Caroline will pick a section and work together with the other 

member.   
Deadline: Complete overview of Research Agenda by May 30, 2009 
 

E. “5 Things…” for Annual 
Discussion: We want to continue with the same topic (gaming) for the 5 things 
publication.  We need to narrow down the list and start from there. 
Action: Everyone look at list and decide on a few sources to eliminate.  Chris will turn it 
into a word document and we’ll delete articles we don’t want and send it back from 
Chris.   
Deadline: We’ll use the list to decide on a deadline.    
 



F. Other topics 
Discussion: We want to rethink the publication schedule.  Currently we’re scheduled to 
review a number of publications.  Perhaps the cycles could be massaged so no one 
iteration of the committee has to revise too many documents.  We also want to assess 
the value of these documents in an effort to understand if and how they’re being used.  
Two suggestions were presented:  a quick questionnaire at the bottom of the page 
where each of these documents are posted or a general survey to members asking how 
they’re doing research, what tools they need, if they know about the documents we’ve 
created and whether they find them valuable or useful.  We may recommend this task 
for the Fall 2009 committee.   
Action: Chris will check to see if a questionnaire at the bottom of each page is possible 
with our current CMS.  Chris will send us a copy of the publications schedule, which 
contains explanations for all of the documents we’re creating.  Chris will also create a 
proposal to add the research methods texts document to the wiki.  He will also check on 
any available use statistics of our current documents.  Finally, the committee will work 
on a proposal to put out a survey of instruction librarians – the timeline will have to be 
determined.  We’ll continue this discussion on the list.   
Deadline: We’ll use the list to decide on a deadline.  

 
Adjourned at 3:15 
Respectfully submitted, 
Catherine Johnson, Committee Intern 
 


