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Minutes 
 
Present: Stephanie Sterling Brasley (committee chair), Polly Boruff-Jones, 
Richard Caldwell (recorder), Deborah Gaspar, Allison Level, Merinda McLure 
(ACRL/IS Liaison), Michelle Millet, Beth Ann Thoms, Paul Victor 
 
Absent: Julie O'Keefe (excused absence) 
 
Visitors: Cynthia Dottin (Florida International University), Amanda Hornby 
(University of Washington), Don MacMillan (University of Calgary) 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions. 

 
Committee chair Stephanie Sterling Brasley brought the meeting to order 
at 1:30 p.m. with a request that Committee members and visitors 
introduce themselves.  The meeting agenda was approved by consensus. 
 

2. Updates from the January 24, 2009 ACRL/IS Advisory Council meeting 
 
Stephanie Brasley reported on that morning's ACRL/IS Advisory Council 
meeting, with details on: 
 
• the ACRL/IS election slate for chair, vice-chair, secretary, members-

at-large;  
• planning for the 2009 ACRL National Conference (Seattle), including 

information on an "Illuminating New Instruction Research: Applying 
Research to Practice" ACRL/IS program, with panelists Randy Hensley 
(University of Hawaii), Heidi Julien (University of Alberta), Michelle 
Morton (Cañada Community College), and facilitator Merinda McLure 
(Colorado State University);  

• attendance at the previous night's ALA Midwinter 2009 (Denver) 
ACRL/IS Soiree and plans to seek advanced funding from vendors to 
support the ALA Annual 2009 (Chicago) ACRL/IS Soiree;  

• the ACRL Leadership Council meeting, including information on a 
revised strategic plan for 2020 (including a new section on 
sustainability) and an updated action plan to help committees align 
their work with the strategic plan;  



• notice of plans for virtual/online components of the 2009 ACRL 
National Conference for those who cannot travel to Seattle;  

• notice of proposals for changes to be made in the ALA and ACRL 
conference schedules to reduce the number of days for travel – 
starting with 2010 meetings;  

• Clara Fowler's Sections Council committee report, including 
information on conference planning and program development for 
ACRL National and ALA Midwinter and Annual conferences, on a review 
of the website, and on the committee appointment process; and 

• notice of the ACRL/IS Annual Planning Form web page, with links an 
example of a past proposal and to a guide to "Writing Measurable 
Objectives." 
 

3. Project Status Reports & Discussion: ILBP Guideline document review 
Project Status Reports & Discussion: ILBP survey 
 
A subcommittee of Stephanie Brasley, Michelle Millet, Julie O'Keefe and 
Beth Thoms has been formed to discuss the process required to review 
"Characteristics of Programs of Information Literacy that Illustrate Best 
Practices: A Guideline."  Stephanie Brasley noted that section 14.9 
(Expedited review) of ACRL's Guide to Policies and Procedures gives 
examples which are very minor and concluded that it is unclear that what 
the Committee is likely to propose is appropriate for an Expedited Review.  
The Committee may need to revise the ILBP Guidelines document 
following section 14.8 of ACRL's Guide to Policies and Procedures.  
Michelle Millet asked about the sequencing of the survey and revision, 
raising the issue of using the survey and (perhaps impromptu) focus 
groups at ACRL National and ALA Annual to gather information that might 
inform us as we revise the ILBP Guidelines document.  As the survey will 
look at both process and content, it was suggested that the survey and 
review could potentially run concurrently.  The Committee talked of 
including examples of best practices in place in a variety of settings, from 
small community college libraries to large research university library 
systems.  The survey could gather examples of these and they could be 
linked in some way (via a wiki, blog, etc.) to the ILBP Guidelines 
document.  Stephanie Brasley looks for some major revisions that help 
with usability, but also for changes as simple as renaming the document 
"Information Literacy Best Practices Guidelines" – replacing the lengthy 
and awkward "Characteristics of Programs of Information Literacy that 
Illustrate Best Practices: A Guideline." 
 
Action Item: The ILBP Guideline document review subcommittee will draft 
some sense of what our final product might be for consideration by the 
full IS/ILBP Committee at its next meeting at ALA Annual 2009. 
 
The Committee discussed the limitations of the survey as it now exists, 
and considered transforming it into a two-track survey that looks both at 
the actual use and at potential use of the ILBP guidelines.  Since useful 



responses to such a survey require a detailed understanding of the ILBP 
guidelines, it was suggested that the best audience might be information 
literacy coordinators and not line-instruction librarians.  Merinda McLure 
offered to see if ACRL can generate a list of information literacy program 
coordinators, but it was noted that some librarians may not have a 
"program coordinator" title, but may yet hold program management 
responsibilities.  The ACRL Immersion Program list might be a better 
source for respondents as it draws from across the full range of academic 
libraries.  It was suggested that the survey include questions that elicit 
both the role of the respondent in the institution as well as his or her title, 
as this might help us know better how to promote the ILBP guidelines.  
Stephanie Brasley, Polly Boruff-Jones, Richard Caldwell and Deborah 
Gaspar have formed a subcommittee to focus on revisions to the survey.  
The Committee will need to submit a Type 2 proposal before circulating 
the survey.  We need to allow one week for ACRL/IS Executive Committee 
approval and two weeks for ACRL approval of a Type 2 proposal.  The 
Committee can key the survey into Survey Monkey and run trials while 
approvals are being sought. 
 
Action Item: The survey subcommittee will create one survey with two-
tracks looking at both at the actual use and at potential use of the ILBP 
guidelines.  The survey will be aimed at ACRL Instruction Section 
members and the Immersion Program list. 
 
Action Item: Deborah Gaspar will create a drop.io account to facilitate 
work on the survey.   
 
Action Item: Beth Thoms will contact the Immersion Program for a list of 
faculty and attendees to serve as potential respondents to the survey. 
 

4. Subcommittee Communication Mechanisms 
 
Stephanie Brasley noted that subcommittees need not follow open 
meeting practices in the completion of their work, as the subcommittees 
will be reporting back to the full committee via e-mail and at the next full 
committee meeting.  The next meeting of the Information Literacy Best 
Practices Committee will be at the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago in 
July 2009 (day and time TBA). 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m. 
 
Faithfully submitted, 
Richard Caldwell (recorder) 


