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ACRL Instruction Section (IS) 
Executive Committee 

 
ALA Midwinter, Meeting I 

Saturday, January 24, 2009, 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Ritz Hotel, Salon 4 

 
Executive Committee members in attendance  
Ellysa Stern Cahoy, Jean Caspers, Lori DuBois, Susanna Eng, Clara Fowler, Sarah McDaniel (Chair), 
Merinda McLure 
 
Guests 
Adam Burling 
  
The meeting was called to order at 11:08 a.m. 
 
I. Welcome and call for additions and revisions to the agenda 

The following items were added to the agenda. 

-Announcement in closed session of the selected 2009 recipient of the Miriam Dudley Award 
-Discussion of appointing additional members to the PRIMO committee 

II. Old Business 
A. Approval of minutes from 2008 Annual meeting 

Sarah McDaniel called for changes to the Executive Committee Meeting I minutes. None. Clara 
Fowler moved to approve and Lori DuBois seconded. All in favor. 

Sarah McDaniel called for changes to the Executive Committee Meeting II minutes. None. Lori 
DuBois moved to approve and Susanna Eng seconded. All in favor. 

B. Committee meetings attending 
Sarah McDaniel noted that all Executive committee members will be attending the meetings of the 
IS committees with which they liaise. Sarah will also attend the Awards committee meeting. 
 
C. Review of List of Executive Committee Actions July-December 2008 
Clara Fowler moved to approve the List’s current contents and Sarah McDaniel seconded. All in 
favor. Consensus that further, suggested additions to the List will be made as needed (email Sarah) 
and subsequent to any additions the List will be approved again by the Executive committee, via 
email. 

D. Update on PRIMO issues 
Susanna Eng (Executive committee liaison to the PRIMO committee) summarized ongoing issues 
with the functionality of the PRIMO database (which has been troubled since it was moved to an 
ALA server) and challenges attempting to resolve these issues. There have been ongoing technical 
issues with the PRIMO submissions forms as well as the database itself, causing frustration to the 
PRIMO Committee and much extra work for the Co-Chairs. The committee has been trying to work 
with ITTS to fix these problems ever since PRIMO migrated to the ALA server, to no avail. Last 
summer Jennifer Dorner, previous Exec Liaison to PRIMO, sent a detailed email to Mary Jane 
Petrowski outlining all the details and asking for her help in resolving the issues, but heard nothing 
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back. Susanna Eng subsequently tried contacting Mary Jane 2 more times, but also received no 
word back from her. Discussion ensued. 

Action

III. Reports 
A. ACRL news and issues 
Adam Burling shared the following news from ACRL.  
 
-Membership 
IS membership decreased by 1.73% between November 2007 (4,567 members) and November 
2008 (4,488 members). All but two ACRL sections show a 2008 decrease in membership. Dues 
increases may have influenced this. The ACRL 14

 
-Susanna will forward to Executive committee members the complete record of communication on 
PRIMO issues, in order to provide everyone with full context. 

-Susanna and Adam Burling will follow up with Mary Jane Petrowski.  

th

IV. Discussion Items 
A. Instructional Technologies committee proposal to invite guest authors for their 

 National Conference appears to have had a 
stabilizing effect on membership. 
 
-Transition from bylaws to governance procedures 
Adam inquired about IS progress on transitioning former IS bylaws to governance procedures. 
Sarah indicated that this transition is almost complete and is being addressed during our Executive 
committee meetings at Midwinter. 

Tips and 
Trends publication 

Lori DuBois (Executive committee liaison to the Instructional Technologies committee) provided 
background further to the proposal. Michelle Jacobs (Chair, Instructional Technologies committee) 
is also a member of the selection committee for the Cyber Zed Shed presentations that take place at 
the ACRL National Conference. The committee feels that Cyber Zed Shed presenters (those with 
presentation topics specifically relevant to instruction) might be invited to guest author select Tips 
and Trends issues based on their presentations. Other guest authors might also be approached. 
Eliciting interest from Cyber Zed Shed presenters at the ACRL 14th

-Responsibility 
Concern that the committee should still plan to author this publication on cycle and not rely 
entirely on securing guest authors. 

 National Conference in March 
2009 would be a pilot and this approach could be reconsidered after this initial effort. Discussion 
ensued: 

-Frequency of the Tips and Trends publication  
Formally quarterly, however two issues per year is more typical.  

-Guest authors and IS membership 
Clarification that Cyber Zed Shed presenters and other invited, guest authors would not necessarily 
be IS members. Suggestion that certainly individuals who are not IS members might be interested 
in guest authoring Tips and Trends and consensus that IS membership of guest authors is not a 
concern. 
 
Susanna Eng moved to approve the proposal and Clara Fowler seconded. All in favor. 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/iscommittees/webpages/instructionaltechnologies/tipsandtrends/index.cfm�
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/iscommittees/webpages/instructionaltechnologies/tipsandtrends/index.cfm�
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/iscommittees/webpages/instructionaltechnologies/tipsandtrends/index.cfm�
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B. Instructional Technologies committee proposal to convert Classroom Control Systems 
page to a wiki 
Lori DuBois (Executive committee liaison to the Instructional Technologies committee) provided 
background further to the proposal. Discussion focused on the potential relevance and logistics of 
moderating reader comments if this page is transitioned to a wiki, given that the content is 
review/discussion of specific software products.  
 
Ellysa Stern Cahoy noted that the Information Literacy in the Disciplines committee has begun the 
work of transitioning their web pages to wiki format and is using the ACRL wiki (PB wiki platform). 
Any individual may create an account on the ACRL wiki and subsequently comment on any wiki 
content.  

Adam Burling noted that there are no plans to restrict access to accounts on the ACRL wiki, or to 
restrict commenting by account-holding users (no issues to date).  

Executive committee consensus that further consideration of the issue of user commenting may be 
needed in relation to this specific project, given that the content is review and discussion of specific 
classroom control software products.    

Clara Fowler moved to approve the proposal and Ellysa Stern Cahoy seconded. All in favor. 

C. Instruction for Diverse Populations Bibliography and Glossary: proposed publicity and 
survey 
Lori DuBois (Executive committee liaison to the Instruction for Diverse Populations committee) 
provided background further to the proposal. The committee is working on both publicity and a 
related survey. The current proposal for publicity is similar to the IS Multilingual Glossary 
announcement included in the Fall 2008 IS Newsletter (p. 2).  
 
Discussion as to whether ACRL approval is required prior to submitting IS announcements to 
external publications, such as journals. Adam Burling recommended communication with ACRL 
staff member David Free on this point, as David oversees all ACRL press releases and the inclusion 
of specific ACRL wording.  
 
Clara Fowler moved to approve the proposal and Susanna Eng seconded. All in favor.  
 
D. Policy and Publications Review committee template for proposal archive 
Lori DuBois (Executive committee liaison to the Policy and Publications Review committee) 
provided background further to the proposal. The committee is tasked by its current charge with 
creating an online proposals archive. The committee has drafted a template for the archive that also 
speaks to archive procedures. A number of considerations were discussed, including the process by 
which proposals will consistently flow into the archive and whether and how IS Executive 
committee feedback on proposals should be archived with the proposals . 
  
There was Executive committee consensus that indication of proposal (project activity) revisions 
required by the Executive committee should be archived with proposals. Accordingly, Executive 
would like to see the proposal forms revised such that Executive liaisons a) can easily amend 
proposals with this information after proposals are reviewed and b) are reminded by the proposal 
forms that they are responsible for submitting amended proposals to the Policy and Publications 
Review committee for addition to the proposals archive. 
 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/iscommittees/webpages/instructionaltechnologies/classroomcontrol.cfm�
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/projectsacrl/infolitdisciplines/index.cfm�
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/publicationsacrl/newslettersacrl/2008fall.pdf�
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Action 
Lori will communicate  our discussion to the committee and work with the committee to revise the 
proposal forms accordingly. 
 
E. Criteria for distributing the Standards for Proficiencies for Instruction Librarians and 
Coordinators booklet 
Lori DuBois (Executive committee liaison to the Management and Leadership committee) thanked 
Adam Burling for his help facilitating quick publication of this booklet and the delivery of copies to 
Denver, in time for Midwinter events. Discussion ensued: 
 
-Executive committee consensus that there are no specific constraints as to how/where the booklet 
might be distributed. Lori has consulted with Mary Jane Petrowski and while piecemeal distribution 
of the booklet is not practical, ACRL is willing to store the booklets and could likely facilitate batch 
mailings. Adam Burling clarified that an order form for the booklets and related logistics should be 
avoided.  
 
-Suggestions that distribution might be guided by the potential impact (who is receiving the 
booklets, for what purpose) and should be preceded by Executive approval of the distribution (i.e. 
mailing) cost. 
   
-Suggestions for distribution avenues included: Mentoring Committee; Immersion faculty and 
Immersion program use with participants; LIS programs; by-request distribution to libraries (for 
use in professional development of instruction librarians, or information literacy instruction to 
graduate students, for example). 
 
-IS has two future programs where it will be relevant to distribute the booklet and we should 
reserve the number of booklets required for these. Thereafter, Management and Leadership might 
send out an announcement inviting interested groups to request batches of the booklet. 
 
-Suggestion that Management and Leadership could specifically target LIS programs, sending a copy 
to relevant faculty with an invitation to them to request additional booklets for program use. Adam 
Burling indicated that ACRL approval would not be required for Management and Leadership to 
undertake this. Suggestion that the Professional Education committee has a list of LIS schools that 
could facilitate a targeted mailing such as this.  
 

F. Feedback on Membership committee’s first draft of the IS video and discussion of the 
process for pursuing and producing future video projects 
 
Anne-Marie Deitering (Co-Chair, Membership committee, and the draft IS video’s primary creator) 
shared her observations on insights gained through work on the video to date; moving the draft 
video forward; and considerations for future efforts to enrich the IS web site with media content. 
Her overarching recommendation is that we consider looking ahead to systematically capturing 

Action 
-Lori will communicate our suggestions to Management and Leadership and that we approve their 
direct distribution of the booklets, in batches.  
 
-Sarah will ask the ACRL Instruction Section/ALISE Joint Working Group on Curriculum if they have 
an interest in pursuing distribution of the booklet to LIS faculty and programs. 
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footage of IS activity at conferences.  
 
-Scripted/semi-scripted ‘talking heads’ footage presents considerable logistics, such as variation in 
the quality of footage that is captured in different settings, with different equipment, etc.  
 
-Systematically capturing footage at IS events at conference would help us reflect the diversity of 
the IS membership in our footage; would likely result in more lively footage and footage more 
flexible to editing; would likely reduce editing time and effort. 
-The specifics (ACRL) of releases required of any identifiable individual captured speaking on video 
should be investigated  
 
-IS might consider creating a videographer position, to support tracking of individual release forms, 
the ongoing capture of video, and the repurposing of captured footage into small videos as 
appropriate (rather than one more static video) 
 
-In response to a question, Anne-Marie commented that IS could certainly consider close captioning 
future videos, to improve accessibility 
 
Action 
Ellysa Stern Cahoy (Executive committee liaison to the Membership committee) will later 
redistribute to the Executive committee the link to the draft video and call for feedback. Feedback 
should also speak to who is the target audience(s) for the video (the IS new member orientation; 
LIS students; etc).   
 
Remaining discussion items were deferred to the next meeting. 
 
V. Additions to the Agenda 
A. Announcement of  the selected 2009 recipient of the Miriam Dudley award 
Sarah McDaniel moved the meeting into closed session for this agenda item. Jean Caspers 
(Executive committee liaison to the Awards committee) announced the individual selected as the 
2009 recipient of the award.  
 
B. Discussion of appointing additional members to PRIMO. 
This item was deferred, due to time constraints. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.  
 
Minutes taken by Merinda McLure, IS Secretary 2008-2009. 
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