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Vanessa Earp, Liaison 
This was my second official meeting as the ACRL Liaison. 
 
Duties Prior to the Meeting 
As the ACRL Liaison I was asked to serve as chair of the Information Literacy Special 
Interest Group (SIG).  In the fall of 2008 and early spring of 2009 I was asked to review 
proposals that had been submitted under the Information Literacy SIG.   
 
The Conference 
Monday was devoted to special workshops and the Executive Board Meeting.  The sessions 
started on Tuesday and went through Friday.  
 
There were 9 presentations that contained an information literacy component.  
 

1. Guidelines for development of information moral curriculum for primary school 
teachers 

2. Promoting media literacy in Jamaican schools: ICT and the implementation 
experiences 

3. What can we learn from the information literacy levels of incoming teacher 
education majors? 

4. Internet safety: Implications for teacher education 
5. Is it cheating? Student’s views of acceptable methods of information gathering in the 

classroom versus video game environments (poster session) 
6. New avenues for integrating information literacy in the curriculum (poster session) 
7. African American female college students’ use of technology: A closer look at 

information literacy. 
8. Gender and level of education as determinants of cataloguers’ computer information 

processing skills.  
9. Information literacy: The missing link in early childhood education. 
 
The Information Literacy SIG met for the first time at this conference. It was a small 
gathering with 3 people in attendance, however for the first meeting I feel that this is a 
good start.  Elise Wallace, a librarian from the Citadel in South Carolina, volunteered to 
be Vice Chair of the SIG.   There are approximately 18 members of the Information 
Literacy SIG at this time.  I have the membership information and will check to see how 
many are librarians. At the meeting we decided one of our first priorities should be to 
recruit new members.  We will work to identify areas within ALA that may be 
interested in attending future SITE conferences, such as AASL. Once we have identified 
groups we will create promotional materials and distribute those materials. One of the 
best things about SITE is their friendliness and I believe that this can be used as a tool to 



recruit newer librarians.  This conference would be a wonderful venue for beginning 
librarians to present their research and the SIG needs to find a way to communicate 
that to potential members.  
 
The Information Literacy SIG is also working on ideas for the 2011 conference. We were 
asked by the SITE Executive Board to think of Keynote or Invited Speakers for that 
conference.  
 
General Information 
The next SITE Conference will be held March 29-April 2, 2010 in San Diego, California. 
The proposal deadline is October 21, 2009.  
 
One potential drawback to new members is the cost of the conference. Membership in 
SITE is relatively inexpensive at $90, however the cost for the conference registration 
ranges from $325 -- $395.  In addition to the conference registration there is still travel 
and lodging costs to consider.  
 
Two members of EBSS, Paula McMillen and Jennifer Fabbi contributed to the poster 
session “New avenues for integrating information literacy into the curriculum” however 
they did not attend the conference.  
 
In addition to recruiting for new membership into SITE, there is also the opportunity to 
recruit new members for ACRL. I tried to attend all the sessions that dealt with 
information literacy and a few of the librarians who presented did not realize that the 
EBSS section existed. This provided me with the opportunity to discuss the benefits of 
joining ACRL and EBSS.  


