
 

April 5, 2011 
 
John Holdren 
Assistant to the President for Science and Technology 
Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy, Executive Office of the 
New Executive Office Building 
725 - 17th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20502 
Fax: (202) 456-6021 
E-mail: jholdren@ostp.eop.gov 
 
Dear Mr. Holdren, 
 
We write today to draw your attention to
Institutes of Health's (NIH) highly successful Public Access Policy
Furthermore, we ask that you expand
departments and agencies with extramural researc
 
The Association of College and Research Libraries
Association, represents more than 12,6
individuals. We submitted comments to OSTP in January 2010, 
support for this policy and efforts to expand it 
access to the fruits of federally funded research is a logical, feasible, and widely beneficial go
The NIH Public Access Policy, as enacted, provides a tremendous public benefit and accelerates 
the advancement and practical application of, and access to, knowledge.
 
Because ACRL represents libraries 
support both teaching and research
Access policy is particularly valuable to 
faculty” (i.e., graduate students) and 
science, technology, public health, or who want to be informed citizens about
options. 
 
The NIH and Director Collins have shown tremendous leadership in 
policy to ensure that all members of the public 
professionals, researchers, students, teachers, 
guaranteed free online access to articl
support. As a result of the NIH’s commitment to public access, 
text articles in PubMed Central (PMC) 
biomedical research without barriers. 
every day from all sectors of the public 
information. 
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Assistant to the President for Science and Technology  
Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President

 

 

draw your attention to the upcoming third anniversary of the National 
Institutes of Health's (NIH) highly successful Public Access Policy on April 7, 2011. 
Furthermore, we ask that you expand, without delay, the NIH Public Access Policy to all other 
departments and agencies with extramural research budgets of $100 million or more

The Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL), a division of the American Library 
represents more than 12,600 academic and research librarians and interested 

comments to OSTP in January 2010, which noted our longstanding 
and efforts to expand it by Congress. We believe that ensuring public 

access to the fruits of federally funded research is a logical, feasible, and widely beneficial go
The NIH Public Access Policy, as enacted, provides a tremendous public benefit and accelerates 
the advancement and practical application of, and access to, knowledge. 

Because ACRL represents libraries in all kinds of higher education institutions, our members 
teaching and research. The knowledge now accessible as a result of the NIH
is particularly valuable to teachers and learners. It greatly benefits our “future 

graduate students) and undergraduates who are interested in pursuing careers in 
technology, public health, or who want to be informed citizens about health care 

The NIH and Director Collins have shown tremendous leadership in implementing the first U.S. 
policy to ensure that all members of the public – including patients and their families, health care 

students, teachers, entrepreneurs and business owners 
guaranteed free online access to articles reporting on the results of research that their tax dollars 

result of the NIH’s commitment to public access, the more than two million full
text articles in PubMed Central (PMC) provide a wealth of information on the very latest 

without barriers. These articles are accessed by nearly half a million users 
every day from all sectors of the public – highlighting the demand for this important layer of 
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The full-text digital articles now contained in PubMed 
publicly accessible databases at the NIH, facilitating the ability to move seamlessly between 
articles and data, and apply new and cutting
entire collection of NIH-funded research results.
agencies would open up connections to additional crucial resources that 
students require to carry out comprehensive
 
Academic and research libraries across the country invested significant time helping their 
campuses prepare for and implement the new NIH policy 
education, technical support, and other means. Should additional federal age
access policies, ACRL is well-suited to assist our libraries and campuses again by sharing best 
practices, promulgating model publication agreements, and providing education about the rapidly 
changing scholarly publishing environment in 
 
We, together with other leaders from ACRL
we would be happy to meet with you (or appropriate staff members)
how an expanded Public Access Policy wo
the faculty and students they serve.
 
Sincerely, 

Mary Ellen K. Davis 
ACRL Executive Director 
mdavis@ala.org 

 
cc:  Tom Kalil, Deputy Director for Policy, Office of the Director, Office of Science and 

Technology Policy Executive Office of the President 
Fax: (202) 456-6021 E-mail: 
 
Carl Wieman, Associate Director of Science, Science Division, Office of Science and 
Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President 
Fax: (202) 456-6027 Email: cwieman@ostp.eop.gov

 
Aneesh Chopra, Associate Director and Chief Technology Officer, Technology Division, 
Office of Science and Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President 
Fax: (202) 456-6021 E-mail: 

 

text digital articles now contained in PubMed Central are linked to a wide array of other 
publicly accessible databases at the NIH, facilitating the ability to move seamlessly between 
articles and data, and apply new and cutting-edge computational tools and techniques to the 

unded research results. Expanding the NIH policy to other federal 
open up connections to additional crucial resources that scholars, teachers and 

require to carry out comprehensive and interdisciplinary research in this digital age.

Academic and research libraries across the country invested significant time helping their 
campuses prepare for and implement the new NIH policy – through outreach, copyright 
education, technical support, and other means. Should additional federal agencies adopt public 

suited to assist our libraries and campuses again by sharing best 
practices, promulgating model publication agreements, and providing education about the rapidly 
changing scholarly publishing environment in which these policies fit.  

We, together with other leaders from ACRL, travel to Washington, DC. If you think it helpful, 
we would be happy to meet with you (or appropriate staff members) in person to discuss further 
how an expanded Public Access Policy would benefit librarians who are members of ACRL and 
the faculty and students they serve. 

 
 

Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe 
ACRL President 
Coordinator for Information Literacy 
University of Illinois 
lhinchliffe@uiuc.edu   
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Carl Wieman, Associate Director of Science, Science Division, Office of Science and 
Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President  
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Aneesh Chopra, Associate Director and Chief Technology Officer, Technology Division, 
Office of Science and Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President 

mail: achopra@ostp.eop.gov 
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