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The 2008 IFLA Congress was scheduled during Quebec’s 400th Anniversary Celebration so attendees were 
able to see historic costumes, a huge outdoor movie and street performers of many talents. A list of 
Celebration Events was listed in the IFLA Express to encourage us to attend various Anniversary events.  
Of course, the food was excellent, the streets were crowded and the hosts were gracious. The IFLA theme, 
Libraries without Borders: navigating towards global understanding, was carried throughout the 
conference.   
 
IFLA Open Events 
Opening Ceremony Sunday August 10 9:00 am 
Machaelle Jean, Governor General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada who fled Haiti in 1968, provided 
the opening speech.  
 
The keynote speaker was Dany Laferriere, author, who is very concerned with making information 
available in many languages and finding and translating collections throughout the world such as the old 
Arabic collections. He stated that “Making knowledge available to everyone and eliminating barriers to 
information is our goal” and “Libraries act as gateways to knowledge and culture, by providing access to 
information, ideas and creative works”.  These ideas were carried throughout his presentation. 
 
The opening ceremony was interspersed with several other speakers and artistic performances such as 
dancing; story telling and Inuit throat singing. 
 
Cultural Evening Sunday August 10 6:00 pm 
The audience was provided with a historical and cultural event. The presentation of the history of Quebec 
was intertwined with dancing, singing; songs played on a wood saw, throat singing, etc.  
 
The only disappointing feature of the IFLA events was the requirement that one leave his/her driver’s 
license or passport at a desk while using the earphones for translation. Many chose not to comply and so 
many attendees missed a good portion of the program. 
 
Reorganization 
The reorganization of IFLA from 8 divisions to 5 was an important change in structure for the organization. 
I had attended several of the general IFLA discussions in the last few years regarding the reorganization. A 
common concern from the audience was that the reduction in divisions meant that there would be 3 less 
officers representing the members at the higher levels. 
 
Science and Technology Events 
Science and Technology Libraries Committee (STL) Meeting I. August 9, 2009 2:30 pm 
11 members were in attendance. Jill Mayer called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair reported on the Coordinating Board Meeting regarding the changes in the organization of IFLA 
Divisions. There will be five Divisions instead of the previous eight. The five new divisions will be: 
Library Type; Regions; Collections; Services; Support. The reorganization will take place after the Milan, 
2009 meeting. 
 
The STL Montreal satellite meeting, National Science Policies and Science Portals, was a success with 40 
participants. The evaluations were very positive. 



 
A new Section Strategy document was presented to the Committee. After some discussion it was decided to 
review the Strategic Plan in the future. 
 
The Chair noted there is a lack of South Asian and African members on the Committee is of concern.  It 
appears lack of funding could be the possible cause and perhaps the Committee could find funding. The 
action was tabled.  
 
The Science and Technology Section Program Tuesday August 12 10:45 AM  
Science Across Libraries: provision of science and technology information resources and services in 
diverse settings. A synopsis of the program follows: 
 
Dr. Walter Warwick: WorldWideScience.org. Dr. Warwick provided an overview of the 
WideWorldScience gateway that is aimed at sharing scientific information not available through 
conventional online sources. It enables a single query search access to many 30 national databases from 
institutions throughout the world. 
 
Dr. Nancy Gwinn and Constance Rinaldo: The Biodiversity Heritage Library.  The presenters provided an 
overview of the Biodiversity Heritage Library, an effort to document over 2 million named species of 
animals, plants, or other life forms, a formidable undertaking. The plan is to digitalize the literature 10 
major botanical, natural history, and research institutions of the United Kingdom and United States. It will 
be interesting to see the Biodiversity Library’s impact on biodiversity research. 
 
Elizabeth Greyling and Ronald Smith: An Innovative ICT Solution to Steer Rural Communities to Global 
Understanding: a case study from Durbin, South Africa. Elizabeth Greyling outlined the role of public 
libraries in developing digital competencies and the provision of online information in rural areas 
surrounding Durbin in kwaZulu-Natel. 
 
Dr. Don MacMillan: Beyond the Bibliographic: making the most of free scientific and technical 
information. Dr. MacMillan described the use of scientific and technical information resources in 
information literacy, including the use of Patent literature and the Online Mendelian Inheritance in Man 
catalogue. 
 
Science and Technology Libraries (STL) Meeting II. August 15, 2008 8:30 am 
Jill Mayer called the meeting to order. Twelve members were in attendance. 
 
The first item on the agenda was the review of the STL open session, Science Across Libraries: provision 
of science and technology information resources and services in diverse settings. The program was 
attended by over 190 people. The committee felt it was a success. I analyzed the evaluation forms and 
could support their view. 
 
Jill Mayer stated that the new IFLA statutes and procedures will take affect after the 2009 Milan meeting. 
The five divisions of IFLA will be: I. Library Types; II. Library Collections; III. Library  Services; IV. 
Support of the Profession; and V. Region. The Science and Technology Section will fall under Library 
Types. There was some discussion of the placement of the Agricultural Libraries Discussion Group in the 
Section. After discussion the proposal to form a Special Interest Group on agricultural libraries under the 
Science and Technology Libraries was unanimously approved subject to fulfillment of IFLA requirements 
to form such a group.  
 
The members of the Committee would like to review the Sections Strategic Plan again at the next meeting 
of the Committee. 
 
After much discussion it was agreed to have Open Access in Science and Technology Worldwide as the 
topic for discussion for the STL program in Milan in 2009. The Committee members were chosen to select 
the papers for presentation. (Since the meeting the topic was amended to Open Access to Science and 
Technology Research Worldwide: strategies and best practices.) 



 
The Committee agreed that “trends in open access worldwide” could be a viable project to be taken up by 
the Committee. Members was selected to work on the project. 
 
The Chair will correspond with a librarian at the University of Bologna, Italy to find an educational tour 
site in Milan. The members reiterated that the tour should be confined to half a day only. 
 
Science and Technology Committee Report Wrap-Up 
Again I was impressed by the results of the work of the Science and Technology Committee. Only 11 
members attended the first Committee meeting and 12 the second. The Committee members who do attend 
IFLA and our Science and Technology Committee meetings work hard to provide pre-conferences 
programs and conference programs of great interest. In addition to this work they act as liaisons with other 
parts of the IFLA organization. The Science and Technology Committee Chair, the Secretary, the Satellite 
Committee, and the Program Committee are to be commended. In addition, others worked diligently on 
other issues such as the Strategic Plan. So much work is done by so few.  
 
Our Committee has had to extend the deadline for presentation proposals for 2009 in Milan. I worry this is 
an indication of the economic crisis across the world.  Will the economic situation affect the IFLA 
attendance of librarians from countries outside of Europe 2009? 
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