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Organization 
The American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) “is a nonprofit organization of 
individuals and institutions committed to furthering education in engineering and engineering 
technology.” The Engineering Libraries Division (ASEE/ELD), with membership of librarians 
and information professionals, promote “the library as an integral part of engineering education.”  
 
 
ASEE Conference – Main Plenary Sessions 
The 2009 ASEE Conference featured two main plenary sessions. The first main plenary session 
(Monday morning) featured two speakers discussing diversity and international issues within 
engineering education. The second main plenary session (Tuesday morning) focused on the 
future of engineering and engineering education based on a recent ASEE report about the topic. 
To view the keynote speeches as well as additional information about the overall conference, 
visit the 2009 ASEE Conference blog. 
 
 
ASEE/ELD Conference Sessions 
 
Monday, June 15 
 
The first ASEE/ELD session — ELD Special Interest Groups/Get Acquainted Session — 
provided an overview of conference and an opportunity to discuss important issues facing 
libraries today in smaller break-out groups. The special interest group issues included collection 
development, library spaces, outreach efforts, scholarly communications, and website design. 
 
The following ASEE/ELD session featured three presentations from the perspective of new 
librarians (defined as in the field for five years or less). Sarah Jane Dooley of Dalhousie 
University in Nova Scotia, Canada, discussed her proactive efforts for establishing productive 
and collaborative relationships with teaching faculty in her subject areas. Her strategies included 
gaining credibility through research assistance, increasing visibility by attending events and via 
online communications, and creating instructional opportunities through program development. 
She also emphasized the need for library schools to teach about the liaison role in academic 
librarianship. Megan Tomeo of Colorado School of Mines presented her examination on the 
effectiveness of newly created online tutorials on a student’s information literacy skills. Her 
study showed that students benefitted from online tutorials —gaining a better understanding of 
how to find, evaluate and use information. The third presentation was given by Janet Fransen and 
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Jon Jeffryes from University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. Janet and Jon talked about their team 
approach to their liaison work via marketing, instruction, and scholarly communications 
activities. One would try a new technique or method and then report back to the other person 
about its success (or failure), thus allowing them to try more strategies overall. They also learned 
that the same strategy does not work for every engineering discipline (it may need to be tailored). 
 
The final ASEE/ELD session on Monday focused on Web 2.0 technology. Andrew Wohlrey 
from Auburn University presented the benefits of using Firefox add-ons in information literacy 
efforts. He focused on three add-ons: Virgina Tech’s open source LibX extension allowing direct 
access to library resources, Google Translate plug-in (supporting most major languages), and 
Zotero plug-in to create footnotes and bibliographies. Julie Xu from Mississippi State University 
discussed her analysis of online tutorials created by engineering librarians. Her study found that 
online tutorials are widely used — providing instruction on information literacy, basic and 
advanced library skills, and course-related assistance. She also recommended increasing the use 
of interactive learning components in future tutorials. In the final presentation, Michael Wilson 
introduced his custom Firefox toolbar for searching library databases (using Ex Libris’ Metalib) 
as an easier way, more convenient to find information than the library’s website. He noted that 
approximately one third of faculty and graduate students have promptly adopted the use of his 
new toolbar.  
 
 
Tuesday, June 16 
 
After the second main plenary, the first Tuesday ASEE/ELD session focused on information 
literacy integration and assessment. Donna Riley presented Smith College’s curriculum-
integrated instruction program, which includes one librarian-led class session, minute papers, and 
a bibliographic class assignment. An assessment of the program revealed aspects that were 
successful and areas needing improvement. Barbara MacAlpine from Trinity University 
described her work incorporating information literacy and assessment across the engineering 
design curriculum. Instruction was structured around a freshman mini-design assignment and a 
sophomore “real world” project. As a follow-up presentation, Donna Riley outlined Smith 
College Libraries’ efforts to integrate lifelong learning into the first-year engineering course 
(described above) by mapping the overlap between ACRL and ABET Accreditation information 
literacy standards to develop a set of learning outcomes and assessments methods for the library. 
She recommended contacting ABET to inquire about incorporating information literacy in the 
accreditation model. 
 
Following the first session, the ASEE/ELD Annual Business Meeting luncheon was held. After 
the general ASEE/ELD business was concluded, several major issues were discussed as a group 
that could be potential areas of collaboration with ACRL STS. First, the membership talked 
about hot topics in scholarly communications, focusing on the use and acceptance of author 
addendums. There was a general consensus to address author addendums on the ASEE society 
level. Second, members agreed to draft and adopt sustainable practices within ASEE/ELD (the 
society as a whole is also reviewing this issue). The ACRL STS Organization & Planning 
Committee is also drafting sustainable practices for the section. An exchange of ideas about 
green practices will be facilitated for the benefit of both organizations (I am a member of the 



STS O&P Committee). Third, ASEE/ELD members discussed the idea of approaching ABET to 
talk about incorporating information literacy in future ABET criteria for accreditation. The 
ASEE board representative for ASEE/ELD came to the meeting and encouraged the pursuit of all 
three issues within ASEE.  
 
After the business meeting, the third ASEE/ELD session featured presentations about meeting 
the needs of engineering faculty, researchers and students. Patricia Kirkwood of the University 
of Arkansas examined the use of engineering theses and dissertations to inform collection 
development decisions. Her study indicated that journal coverage was good while book coverage 
needed improvement. It also showed a need to collect more thoroughly in state documents and 
reports (important for engineers). William Baer of Georgia Tech presented his research findings 
concerning library usage patterns by engineering faculty and students. Top five reasons for 
undergraduates were individual study, group study, check email, word processing and access 
literature. In contrast, the top five reasons for graduate students were access books and journals, 
check out books, individual study, attend class, and printing. Charlotte Erdmann of Purdue 
University presented her library’s decision to use Safari Online book collection and the 
development of a new hybrid plan for choosing which books to include in Purdue’s collection. 
 
The final session of the day centered on the use of information technology and resources. 
Andrew Otieno of Northern Illinois University discussed plans to develop a “Technology and 
Engineering Education Database (TEED)” using the open source software Fedora. They are 
currently seeking National Science Foundation funding. Haymwantee Singh from New Jersey 
Institute of Technology presented the successful development of a “natural knowledge database” 
using IntelliReponse software (purchased by the university IT department). The software allowed 
for the creation of an “Instant Answer Agent” based on frequently asked questions. Finally, 
Patricia Kirkwood of University of Arkansas talk about the “Technical Report Archive & Image 
Library (TRAIL).” TRAIL collects and preserves scientific and technical reports by providing 
digital access. The online collection will focus on federal level, technical information from “dead 
agencies” (no longer in existence). 
 
 
Wednesday, June 17 
 
The first Wednesday event was the ASEE poster session. The four ASEE/ELD posters were 
about library space redesign, Knovel’s MathCad (engineering resource), NASCA/NASA 
document indexing, and a “best copy” archival project — see the ASEE/ELD Program for links 
to the poster session papers.  
 
The topic for the second session was collaboration between librarians, faculty and students. Patsy 
Hulse from the University of Auckland, New Zealand, presented a faculty and librarians 
collaborative project to developed online information literacy tutorials and library class 
assignments to support the engineering curriculum. Drexel University’s Jay Bhatt, with two 
engineering students, discussed a collaborative effort between a student organization and the 
library to increase student awareness and knowledge of library resources and services through 
the use of online social networking tools, tutorials and research guides. Patricia Gaspari-Bridges 
of Princeton University presented her approach in redesigning library space to better 
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accommodate new library services and the needs of faculty and students. She used focus groups 
to gain patron feedback. Her overall advice was to accept change, always monitor and readjust as 
needed, and keep talking to your users. 
 
The ASEE/ELD final session of the conference featured “other duties as assigned” (in other 
words, various unrelated topics). Amy Kindschi, Anne Glorioso and Diana Wheeler from 
University of Wisconsin-Madison discussed their “Totally Awesome Training” program for 
student workers at their library. The successful program established core competencies for the 
various areas and tasks performed by student workers (including type of service offered, location 
of material, basic knowledge of databases, etc.). Scott Curtis of Linda Hall Library examined the 
viability and benefit of establishing a reader’s advisory program (usually for public libraries) for 
engineering students and faculty. The final presentation was given by Megan Sapp Nelson of 
Purdue University. Megan described her method for evaluating a library marketing program to 
determine value and the overall effect on library services and resources. She used a “value 
proposition” determined from the patron viewpoint to help define, and redirect if necessary, their 
promotional efforts. 
 
 
Visit the 2009 ASEE/ELD Annual Conference Program to view presentations that have posted 
to-date. 
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