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Rather than reporting on the conference chronologically, I will discuss the programs I 

attended starting with the most memorable and worthwhile.  Since I did not stay in the 

city and was able to park at the David Lawrence Convention Center and eat there for 

every meal, I can only report on conference sessions and exposition.  Check out the ELD 

Conference Blog http://asee-eld.blogspot.com/ for any sessions I did not attend. 

 

The ELD Annual Business meeting was the most memorable for me, not because of the 

fabulous Italian-American buffet, but because it showed the significance of ELD to its 

members, the Pittsburgh conference and ASEE as a whole organization.  Larry 

Thompson was honored with the Homer I. Bernhardt Distinguished Service Award in a 

heartfelt ceremony and the hard work of ELD officers and conference program planners 

was acknowledged.  ELD could proudly state that its sessions at the conference had the 

highest attendance of any division and seemed to draw non-ELD members of ASEE.  I 

must mention that most ASEE sessions had less than a dozen audience members while 

ELD sessions were sometimes standing room only.  Finally the importance of librarian 

expertise on copyright was shown with respect to the upcoming requirement for ASEE 

presenters to publish in the conference proceedings, which has very few author rights. 

 

The ELD Banquet was the second most significant event in my memory, despite the less 

memorable food that is again not the reason for my ranking.  The banquet captured the 

essence of the host city of Pittsburgh since it was held at the Heinz History Center, which 

includes displays on the technological and sports history of the city.  It was a very good 

environment for networking since it followed over two days of presentations which had 

stirred the pot of inspiration and allowed new members to speak with venerable experts.  

Finally there were more acknowledgements of ELD notable officers and committee 

members, including local trinkets from “da Burgh” from incoming Division Chair Amy 

Van Epps. 

 

The next few events are all equally impressive in my mind since they are all ELD session.  

Each had great, or at least interesting, presenters and was heavily attended. 

 

New Tools and Techniques for Information Literacy was introduced by Patricia Watkins. 

William Baer was the first to speak on Using Videos to Teach the Ethical Use of 

Engineering Information.  Assessment by pretest and post test showed improvement after 

the videos with notable early low score by students who had already completed an ethics 

course and greater improvement by female students.  Eric Resnis spoke next on Smart 

Searching: An Online Information Fluency Tutorial.  His results of studying the student 

quizzes and homework after the tutorial showed good scores in academic integrity, peer 

review, OhioLINK, but bad performance on Journal citations and Choosing resources.  

Adriana Popescu presented a non-technology based report on Exploring, Reading and 

http://asee-eld.blogspot.com/


Writing Scientific Literature in English. In an entertaining way she showed the difficulty 

of international students with library jargon and English scientific literature.  Finally Lisa 

Dunn presented a unique program at the Colorado School of Mines in Flexible 

Information Literacy Strategies for Engineering Design in EPICS (Engineering Practices 

Intro. Course Sequence), which keeps librarians on their toes by having very interesting 

project topics that are decided very near to the library sessions with the project teams.   

She made sure to address the planning of the project in the context of Marketing, which 

was useful and insightful. 

 

Engineering Librarian's Basics Boot Camp included five librarians, beginning with 

Megan Sapp Nelson who focused on entrepreneurial sources as Business Resources for 

Engineers.  Some of the many, many sources from government to commercial are 

EDGAR, the Thomas Register, US Census, and Yahoo Finance Industry Profiles.  Scott 

Curtis from the often praised Linda Hall Library spoke on the difficulties in Finding 

ASME Tech Papers.  The society is old 1880-present and the code for papers has evolved 

(something like 76 – GT – 105 is Year – Varying Code – Number), so when in doubt ask 

him.  Deborah Kegel‟s Grey Literature talk focused on Technical Reports that are held in 

very few libraries.  Libraries can do much toward a concerted effort by retaining older 

reports or checking out the TRAIL project to archive tech reports.  Linda Musser got into 

the spirit of the event by calling all of us to “a-ten-shun!”  She distributed a thorough 

handout and talked about indexes that addressed scientific literature in the 19
th

 century 

and earlier.  It‟s a great way to practice your German or Latin.  John Napp explained 

many of the basics of podcating for the audience and handed out a source list of technical 

and library how-tos. 

 

Educating the Whole Engineer - Building Life Skills was an early but very highly 

attended talk.  Kate Thomes and interdisciplinary colleagues from the University of 

Pittsburgh spoke about my favorite library project, the undergraduate writing 

“conference” required of engineering students at Pitt.  The writing center had a shock 

when they experienced the “conscientious but confused students” who would ask for 

advice on percentages of paper content, very analytical.  Amy Kindschi spoke about a 

distance Engineering program with assistance from the distance education program.  The 

course had librarians showing live examples during online class time, a mini-literature 

search, and also very rich contact with the students throughout.  Christine Drew spoke 

about Global Projects that undergraduate students would complete in the special project 

based curriculum at Worcester Polytechnic Institute and how to integrated information 

literacy.  They had the most success with research consultations, but less with the online 

tutorials.  Hema Ramachandram showed how she had great success in partnership with 

Engineering Professor Ashok Naimpally for engineering courses that were „generally 

non-mathematical in nature.”  The curriculum mapping approach that was used is a great 

tool suggested for evaluating courses – look for “lifelong learning” for best information 

literacy effectiveness. 

 

Engineering Resources Off-the-Beaten-Path was the session were I was also presenting, 

so it made my view a bit different from most, sitting at the front and looking out at the 

audience while practicing my presentation rather than taking careful notes.  Tracy 



Gabridge from MIT Libraries talked about Engineering Conference Proceedings at Risk, 

which examined a number of factors including format, indexing, and cost as threats.  Her 

slides included may memorable images in addition to the data presented.  Charlotte 

Erdmann brought to everyone‟s attention the great amount of public information 

available for patent applications from the U.S. PTO‟s Public PAIR website.  Although the 

terminology, such as “file wrappers”, can be tricky the data on especially forthcoming 

technologies is valuable.  I presented further research on how thoroughly various subject 

areas of Engineering are indexed Google Scholar.  It was evident from questions that the 

results were interesting but that further research into such questions as “what does 

Google index that Compendex does not?” is needed. 

 

BioMed Informatics and Engineering Libraries was a session I did not think would be 

very approachable, but the session was well rounded and interesting.  Mary Lou Klem 

from the local Health Sciences Library System at the University of Pittsburgh spoke on 

the grown of medical literature, specialized bioinformatics databases, and how evidence 

based practice increases scholarly information needs for doctors.  They created custom 

portals, for example only for Molecular Biology, and increased communication from the 

library to the extent of hiring a non-librarian, yet PhD for their liaison.  Amy Stout from 

MIT talked about the amount of gene research that can happen using online databases 

without even the lab.  The demos of BLAST and other resources were impressive and the 

need for library support of researchers work ranges from tutorials to collection 

development.  Sheila Young spoke last on the Arizona State University Biomedical 

Informatics which is split over constituencies of a medical school and engineering 

program.  The resources frequently used, like PubMed, aren‟t enough for the engineering 

sciences which looks at modeling and analysis of data rather than traditional research 

methods. 

 

For the Special Interest Group: Get Acquainted Session, I selected the instruction group 

though there was quite a diversity of topics from Web 2.0 (biggest) to serials.  Jill Powell 

from Cornell lead the discussion group starting with the idea of active learning.  The 

topic of “clickers” was first discussed, but few had experiences with them although one 

person put forth a novel use during faculty meetings to gather feedback.  The use of 

del.icio.us as a tool to build “source lists” and course guides as a group activity was 

another interesting tactic.  There seemed to be some highly experienced teachers in the 

group, since I heard of many new methods like the “sponge activity” which are extra 

tasks for students to work on if they finish an in-class assignment early.  The final 

interesting points concerned videos, from Camtasia demonstrations of library databases 

to library videos on Youtube. 

 

Opening Plenary by Charles Vest did not directly mention libraries or librarians, let alone 

books, in his speech on Engineering Education into the 21
st
 century, similar to last year.  

He did however address the need for digital resources for education including archives 

(such as JSTOR), research (PLoS), and Google Books (Google “Library” in his slides).  

Notably he focused on the future of Engineering as a subject was on Biology and 

Information rather than Physics and Telecommunications.  Globalization was also a big 

topic for his analysis, showing the U.S. in the lead but in decline of world share, notably 



in publication in the sciences and in non-Defense research funding.  He discussed the 

future “Meta University” where course design and other higher education functions can 

be shared globally, and it should focus on infrastructure of knowledge and information 

rather than “putting books on the shelf.” 

 

The exhibits, which I visited twice during the meeting, were the least remarkable aspect 

of the ASEE conference.  Perhaps I am comparing the small number of exhibitors to 

ALA or ACRL conferences, or I am just upset that they ran out of free ice cream.  

Notably information vendors and publishers such as Elsevier, IEEE, Inspec, Wiley and 

Morgan & Claypool were present and very approachable in the small environment.  

Librarians could also sample some of the neat engineering “toys” exhibitors such as 

LEGO Education and 3D Connexion. 


