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The American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) held its annual meeting June 
18th-21st in Chicago, Illinois.  The conference theme was Advancing Scholarship in 
Engineering Education.  The conference opened with a lively, society-wide picnic held at 
Navy Pier to the theme of Roar Into the ‘20s!  The following morning the conference was 
off to a great start with the Main Plenary discussion session, where leaders from industry 
and engineering education discussed and debated issues and concerns associated with 
advancing scholarship in engineering education, setting the tone for the remaining 
conference. The Engineering Libraries Division (ELD) followed the Main Plenary 
session with a power-packed first day which included its Get Acquainted Session which 
included breakout groups on topics that had been suggested prior to the conference.  The 
breakout topics included: Collaborating with Faculty/Liaisons, Collection Issues, 
Evaluation of Services, Information Literacy, Access/Scholarly Communications, 
Technology Used by Librarians, Technology Used by Patrons, and The Future of 
Academic Libraries.  Following the lively breakout discussion and lunch was a session 
entitled Taking Back What Is Ours.  The session featured Charles Steele, Professor 
Emeritus of Mechanical Engineering at Stanford and a panel which included Rob Kirby 
(Prof. of Mathematics, UC-Berkeley), and a librarian and publisher respondent.  The 
session focused on scholarly communication issues and Prof. Steele’s experiences 
leaving his post with the International Journal of Solids and Structures and establishing 
the alternative journal, Journal of Mechanics of Materials and Structures.  Other sessions 
hosted by ELD included Engineering Librarianship 101: Mastering the Craft with talks 
by Bob Schwarzwalder (U of Hawaii-Manoa), Anita Colby (UCLA) and Deborah Kegel 
(UCSD).  This was followed by a conference-wide poster session and the ELD Welcome 
Reception.   The second day of the conference was not left to disappoint as ELD started 
the day strong with its Annual Business Meeting and committee meetings.   Highlights of 
the second day of programs for ELD included a session on Staying Relevant to Our 
Users.  The session highlighted guest speaker Michael Stephens of St. Joseph Public 
Library in South Bend, Indiana to speak on new technologies useful for reaching 
customers in new ways.  This talk was followed by papers on the use of GIS in Science 
Libraries (Anne Graham, MIT) and designing a customized information delivery system 
(Amy Van Epps, Purdue).  The session was followed by Assessment of Information 
Literacy Programs for Engineers which included papers on Information Literacy in the 
Context of ABET 2000 Criteria (Kevin Dress, U of Oklahoma), the Art of Research in a 
Technical Engineering Communications Class (Anne Parker and Norma Godavari, U of 
Manitoba) and Faculty/Librarian Partnerships for Information Fluency Instruction (Judith 
Collins, Kansas State Univ.-Salinas).  The second day came to a close with the ELD 
Annual Banquet.  This year participants were delighted to partake on a dinner cruise at 
sunset aboard the Spirit of Chicago.  The final day of the conference opened with a Poster 
session highlighting 19 different posters from the ELD, followed by a choice of 



conference plenary sessions.  ELD followed with its final session of the conference a 
Forum on Collaborative Information Literacy Programs highlighting papers from Lisa 
Bullard & Honora Eskridge (NCSU), Christine Drew (Worcester Polytechnic Institute), 
Larry Schmidt (Univ. of Wyoming), Diana Wheeler (Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison ), 
Scott Warren (NCSU).  The conference provided an opportunity for much discussion, 
collaboration, and learning and was very well received.  Those interested in learning 
more can view notes from the breakout sessions, presentations and posters on the ELD 
Website at http://eld.lib.ucdavis.edu/.   
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