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Strategic Area: Higher Education and Research 

Goal Area: Learning  

Strategic Objective: ACRL increases members' ability to teach and assess lifelong 

learning skills. 

The charge of the STS Information Literacy Committee is to provide, evaluate and/or 

develop resources for advancing information literacy in science and engineering. The 

committee is currently in the development phase since it was established in summer 

2006.  Initial efforts focused on developing best practices for teaching and assessment for 

the recently adopted Information Literacy Standards for Science and 

Engineering/Technology (http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlstandards/infolitscitech.htm). 

We are developing tools that will allow science librarians to implement the standards and 

assess the impact of their teaching in their own classrooms and for their own institutions. 

Strategic Area: Higher Education and Research 

Goal Area: Scholarship  

Strategic Objective: Strengthen ACRL's role in supporting and developing new 

scholarly communication models. 

STS continues to publish Issues in Science and Technology Librarianship 

(http://www.library.ucsb.edu/istl/), which has been an open access, electronic journal 

since its inception in 1991. ISTL publishes substantive material of interest to science and 

technology librarians.  It serves as a vehicle for sci-tech librarians to share details of 

successful programs, materials for the delivery of information services, background 

information and opinions on topics of current interest, to publish research and 

bibliographies on issues in science and technology libraries, and to communicate in more 

depth than the STS-L mailing list.  ISTL is indexed in Cumulative Index to Nursing and 

Allied Health Literature (CINAHL), INSPEC, Library and Information Science Abstracts 

(LISA), and Library Literature and selectively indexed by Current Index to Journals in 

Education (CIJE).  

Strategic Objective: Continue to play a leadership role in promoting research and 

publication in academic and research librarianship thereby creating and 

disseminating tools and a body of knowledge for the field. 



The STS Research Committee provides a forum for science and technology librarians to 

present ongoing research for critique and evaluation prior to publication.  The Research 

Committee also organizes and implements the STS Poster Session at every Annual 

meeting. 

Strategic Objective: Improve ACRL's emphasis on the creation, collection, 

preservation, access, and exchange of information. 

The goal of the STS Subject and Bibliographic Access to Science Materials Committee is 

to provide a forum for exchange of information relating to bibliographic access to science 

and technology materials.  This committee is currently involved in a collaborative 

research study with UK science/technology librarians, which surveys access to electronic 

theses and dissertations (ETDs) in the sciences and technology.  Approx. 250 American 

science librarians and 160 British science librarians will be polled to report voluntarily on 

their ETD programs and to express their opinions on access to sci/tech ETDs in their 

institutions’ digital repositories and OPACs (online catalogs). The findings will help 

determine best practices in establishing ETD programs in US and UK universities and 

colleges and help determine best practices in cataloging and online access to ETDs, 

particularly in the sciences and technology.  

Strategic Area: Higher Education and Research  

Goal Area: Advocacy  

Strategic Objective: Strengthen partnerships with other organizations. 

With the development of the STS Liaisons Task Force, STS created a formal liaison 

program with other science library groups or professional science societies where there 

was a critical presence of librarians involved in order to facilitate better communication. 

Five associations were established where there was critical overlap or where already 

established liaison relationship existed to build upon them. This task force will be 

developed into a committee at the upcoming Annual conference so that this work may 

continue on a regular basis. 

Strategic Objective: Increase ACRL's influence in public policy affecting higher 

education. 

The STS Government Information Committee's charge is to serve as a focus for STS 

member concerns about science and technology legislative issues and to cooperate with 

other ACRL and ALA legislative groups as appropriate. Legislative alerts are regularly 

sent to the STS listserv when advocacy is needed on science and technology related 

issues. 

Strategic Area: The Profession  

Goal Area: Continuous Learning  



Strategic Objective: Align programs and other learning opportunities with member 

needs and strategic priorities. 

The goal of the STS Continuing Education Committee is to coordinate, promote and 

encourage all continuing education efforts within the Science and Technology Section. 

Every other year this group conducts a survey of the membership to determine the most 

pressing issues in science and technology librarianship and uses the results of those 

surveys to help determine program themes, discussion group topics, and a newly formed 

round table discussion at the all-member breakfast at the Annual meeting. 

Strategic Objective: Increase agility in providing cutting-edge content and delivery 

formats for learning programs and publications. 

The STS Hot Topics Discussion Groups at both of the Annual and Midwinter 

Conferences bring together librarians from across the STS membership and even the 

broader ACRL membership to discuss cutting-edge topics of interest to librarianship. 

Strategic Area: The Profession 

Goal Area: Leadership 

Strategic Objective: Increase ACRL's efforts to support recruitment of new and 

diverse talent to academic and research librarianship. 

The STS Continuing Education Committee provides the opportunity for new members to 

find an experienced science/technology librarian who can provide advice, guidance or 

consultation through a mandatory program 

(http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/aboutacrl/acrlsections/sciencetech/stsmentors/stsmentors.htm

). 

Strategic Objective: Increase ACRL's activities in support of succession planning in 

academic and research libraries. 

The efforts of the STS Nominating Committee help the profession of science and 

technology librarianship to provide leadership opportunities within STS. Providing 

opportunities for young librarians to lead and gain recognition on a national level assists 

them with their ability to step up to new leadership roles on their campuses. 

Strategic Area: The Profession  

Goal Area: Information Technology  

Strategic Objective: Support the development and recognition of academic and 

research librarians as leaders and experts in information technology applications in 

libraries. 



The STS program at this upcoming Annual conference will focus on trends and issues of 

non-textual information in institutional repositories. All of our speakers are librarians, 

thus highlighting them as leaders and experts in information technology applications in 

libraries. 

Strategic Area: The Association 

Goal Area: Membership 

Strategic Objective: Expand the appeal of ACRL membership among current 

members. 

This year, STS is continuing changes developed in the previous year that allow for fewer 

conflicts among STS events and meetings during each conference. As a result, our 

attendance levels have increased at our conference events. The STS Membership 

Committee holds a new member's breakfast each year at the Annual conference, which 

has very good attendance. Recently, current and new members have attended in much 

higher numbers. 

Strategic Objective: Increase the appeal of ACRL membership to broader 

communities. 

The STS Publications Committee created a brochure focused on recruiting science majors 

into science librarianship 

(http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/aboutacrl/acrlsections/sciencetech/stspublications/ACRL-

STS_Brochure.pdf). This same committee is working to create a video designed to 

demonstrate the variety, challenges, and rewards of sci-tech librarianship, with a goal 

toward reaching out to and recruiting non-traditional individuals to the profession. One of 

the recent topics discussed at an STS Hot Topics of Discussion Group focused on 

providing tools for science librarians to reach out to science students and encourage them 

to consider science librarianship as a career. 

 


