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Minutes of the Business Meeting
Chicago Annual Conference

June 26, 1990

In attendance were : Caroline Tibbetts, U of Dela-
ware; Kate Adams, U of Nebraska ; Pat McCandless,
Ohio State; Cathy Doyle, Christopher Newport
College; Bob Schriek, Rutgers Law ; Chuck Spornick,
Emory; Janet Jenks, Caltech ; Judy Solberg, U of
Maryland; Natalie Schatz, Fletcher-Tufts ; Marta
Lange, NCSU; Stephen Atkins, Texas A&M.

COMMI I I EE REPORTS
Chicago Program:

There were 80 people at the program . The speak-
ers were all good and the discussion afterward was
useful . Congratulations go to the Chicago Program
Planning Committee: Stephen Atkins, Janet Jenks,
and Pat McCandless.

Atlanta Program :
The Program will be on Monday 9 :30-11 :30 ; a ten-

tative title is "Empowering the Public : Information
Literacy for Environmental Issues". We are looking
at 3-4 possible speakers: a law professor for the U . of
Cincinnati who would provide an overview of the
administrative law process; a public interest person
formerly with the Sierra Club ; an EPA person to
provide the government perspective; and a librarian
who can provide the information sources and how to
access the people involved with policy making .

Activities Council :
LPSS needs to choose someone from the section to

be the representative to the Activities Council . The
meeting will be on Sunday, 8 a .m. at Midwinter.

The idea for sending section newsletters to ac-
credited library schools was enthusiastically accepted
and will probably go through .
A video is in progress that is aimed at students to
give them a realistic perspective of what librarians
do .

Bibliographies Committee:
A final decision was made on the Political Science

Pathfinder. It will be put in the Fall Newsletter and
will be sent to LOEX . There is a possibility of a
poster session to promote pathfinders for Political
Science .

The committee has draft evaluations for the evalu-
ation of indexes. Evaluation of the Current Bibliogra-
phy of African Affairs will be final at midwinter . A
standardized procedure will have begun, as well .
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Library Instruction Committee :
There are five people on the committee, and by

Atlanta the committee will be ready to tie pathfind-
ers into the program.

Publications Committee :
We have a new design for the logo for the News-

letter. It was unanimously voted to rename the
Bookshelf to Resources Announcements and Re-
views .

Review and Planning :
Chairs of all committee need to jot down their

accomplishments for Chuck so that the Review and
Planning Committee will know what we have done ;
include works in progress and new active members.
The following goals are used in the review :

to produce high quality programs
to improve communication
more active participation of members
maintain relationships with GODORT and SRRT
recruitment of new members

New Business :
The possibility of appointing a liaison to the

American Political Science Association was sug-
gested . Questions are : what is our goal; what
information do we wish to present to them .

Marta knows a professor who works closely with
a network called POLNET; perhaps we can get a
review of it in the newsletter .

There is a new ACRL committee on Copyright ;
perhaps we can cosponsor a program with them in
the future .

Miscellaneous:
Budget Committee of ACRL is going to alter its

funding for sections . The documentation will be in
CRL News; it will provide models for funding . The
Board wants feedback . There will be an open
hearing at Midwinter to discuss it .

Sunday brunch is planned for Midwinter .

Submitted by Caroline Tibbetts
Secretary



New Committee Formed
Library Instruction Committee

A new LPSS committee will meet for the first time
at Chicago in January . The library instruction com-
mittee will explore techniques of doing library in-
struction, as well as producing guides and bibliogra-
phies related to law and political science topics . This
commitee is new, so this first meeting will be an
opportunity to create an agenda for its future activi-
ties . One suggested activity is to create library
guides or bibliographies that are related to the LPSS
annual program topic . The upcoming program deals
with environmental law, so please come to the
meeting with some ideas about how we might
participate in the June program in Atlanta . The
meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 14 from 9-
11 . Newcomers are welcome!

For more information or to share ideas, please
contact: Judy Solberg, Bibliographer, Collection
Management, University of Maryland, College
Park, MD 20742-7011, (301) 403-4124 .

Law and Political Science Section News (ISSN
0885-7342) is published twice a year by the Law and
Political Science Section of the Association of College
and Research Libraries, a division of the American
Library Association at 50 E. Huron St., Chicago IL
60611. Tel. 1-800-545-2433 .
Editor: Natalie Schatz, Edwin Ginn Library, The
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts Univer-
sity, Medford, MA 02155 . Production: Barbara Burg,
Widener Library, Harvard University . Subscription
price : $3.00 per year . Available from ACRL . Copy-
right (OAmerican Library Association, 1990 .
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Arms Control, Disarmament, and
Peace Research: Gaining Access to

the Sources
LPSS PROGRAM, June 1990

The first speaker on the program, Profes-
sor Richard Dean Burns, the Director of the
Center for the Study of Armament and Dis-
armament, presented the genesis of the
scholarly study of disarmament . During the
1960's a group of scholars were active in the
study of disarmament, and in particular the
negotiations leading to the signing of the
test-ban agreement in 1963 . Following the
signing of the agreement, some scholars
decided to examine the history of the arms
control movement but found that the
sources of information were scattered and
difficult to locate . This situation led to the
founding of the Center for the Study of
Armament and Disarmament. The initial
goal of the Center was to study the history
of arms control by examining the failures at
negotiating a settlement .

The Center's interests have evolved over
the years and now include the study of arms
manufacturing, rules of war, and the out-
lawing of war. In addition, Professor Burns
and his son established a non-profit publish-
ing organization called Regina Books,
through which they disseminate bibliogra-
phies on disarmament and other topics .
Currently they work with the Institute of
Peace and scan the books and pamphlets at
the library of the Institute to create a data-
base of 20,000-25,000 items in this area of
research.

U.S. Institute of Peace
Ms. Jeanne Bohlen, Program Director of

the U .S. Institute of Peace, was next to
speak. She discussed the history and
activities of the Institute . The U.S. Institute
of Peace was established by an Act of
Congress in 1984 as an independent non-
profit corporation "to serve the people and
the government through the widest possible
range of education and training, basic and
applied research opportunities, and peace
information services on the means to
promote international peace and the resolu-
tion of conflicts among the nations and the
people of the world without recourse to
violence." (U.S . Institute of Peace Act) .



The Institute has identified the following
major goals designed to strengthen the
nation's capacity to promote the peaceful
resolution of international conflicts: expand
society's knowledge about the nature of
peace, war and international conflict man-
agement; disseminate such knowledge to
officials, policymakers, and other practitio-
ners engaged in resolving international
conflicts; and serve as an important resource
for education and training programs, and
for the dissemination of information to the
public about the issues involved in the
peaceful settlement of international con-
flicts .

The programs that the Institute uses to
promote these goals include: fellowships,
in-house research and studies, public
outreach, university support, publications,
grants and contracts. Since 1986 the Insti-
tute has awarded nearly 300 grants for a
total funding of over $7 million. The
Institute provides two types of grants:
unsolicited grants for topics that fall within
the Institute's mandate, and solicited grants
for special priority topics that the Institute
identifies in advance and publicizes widely
to potential applicants.

One of the Institute's goals is to increase
access to publications in the broad field of
peace research. It is possible to increase
access by entering materials of this nature in
either RLIN or OCLC . If any librarians are
interested in applying for a grant to work on
such a project, they should contact Ms .
Bohlen at the U . S. Institute of Peace, 1550 M
Street, NW, Suite 700, Washington DC
20005-1708. Unsolicited grants may be
submitted either October 1 or April 1 .

Through its publications and marketing
program, the Institute publishes the Journal
and In-Briefs. The Institute is pleased to
send these two publications to libraries at no
cost. However, most of the Institute's
publications are distributed through the
GPO Depository Library System .

The Jeannette Rankin Library was estab-
lished in 1988 . It contains a core collection
of materials, a national network of informa-
tion, classification and bibliographic pro-
grams, and an oral history program . The
Library is a 2,100 volume research collection
on the peaceful management of interna-
tional conflict . It supports the work of the
Institute's staff and fellows . The collection
is relatively small but makes use of online
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databases and advisory relationships with
scholars and information specialists in order
to fulfill its mission .

In addition, the Institute plans to develop
a national network of information centers
which will provide support to other libraries
and information centers with related
collections .

ACCESS: A Security and Information
Service

Mary Lord, Executive Director of AC-
CESS was the final speaker . She presented
the history and goals of the organization .
ACCESS was established as a clearinghouse
of information on organizations, research
institutes, think tanks, defense contractors,
government officials (both in the U .S. and
abroad) and others who could be resources
in the field of security issues. The database
includes 1,700 items and continues to grow
rapidly. Currently, the database cannot be
accessed online. ACCESS is now attempting
to improve the integrity of its information,
as individuals and groups change names
and locations . The field is very dynamic .

When it was first established, ACCESS
provided this information only to policy
makers. It has secured outside funding, so
that the information is now available to a
broader audience . The staff at ACCESS
provides telephone inquiry services, con-
ducts reference interviews, provides speaker
referrals, assists in identifying topics for
conferences or papers, helps in determining
honoraria for speakers, and puts out publi-
cations such as the directory, ACCESS
Resource Guide. It also distributes Issue
Briefs, which summarize issues concerning
disarmament and arms control. These re-
ports are unbiased statements of the issue
and provide differing points of view. The
Issue Briefs contain extensive bibliographies
and can be used as introductory pieces for
students and researchers .

- Caroline Tibbetts

666-4--666
40.



Political Science Pathfinder
Compiled by Association of College and

Research Libraries
Law and Political Science Section
- Committee on Bibliographies -

June 1990

The Law and Political Science Section Committee
on Bibliographies has completed its first resource
guide for librarians . Kate Adams, a member of the
committee, is the primary author of the pathfinder .
The political science pathfinder is intended to be an
outline for librarians preparing guides in political
science. It is designed to be modified to fit the needs
of an individual library . Please feel free to copy all or
part of the pathfinder to use in your library. The
committee suggests that local call numbers be added
to make the pathfinder a practical resource for your
library users. A copy of the pathfinder will be
submitted to LOEX to make it available to the broad
library community .

Scope: This pathfinder has been designed for
graduate students who are new to the discipline of
political science . Sources are available in print unless
otherwise indicated .

FORMULATING YOUR SEARCH STRATEGY

Information Sources of Political Science by Frederick L .
Holler. 4th ed., 1986 .
Tells you how to develop a search strategy for doing
research in political science. Includes both general
resources and specific sources for the social sciences,
American government, international relations, com-
parative politics, political theory, public administra-
tion .

Political Science Research Guide by Robert Goehlert .
1982 .
Identifies major reference publications for political
science .

International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences , 1968 .
Presents authoritative articles written by prominent
scholars. Bibliographical references are included .

International Handbook of Political Science by William
Andrews, 1982 .
Surveys development of political science since 1945 .

DICTIONARIES, HANDBOOKS,
and DIRECTORIES

Examples of dictionaries include :
Blackwell Encyclopaedia of Political Thought
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Blackwell Encyclopaedia of Political Institution
Dictionary of Political Analysis, 2nd ed .
Dictionary of Political Thought
Political Science Thesaurus 11

Factual and statistical information can be found in
titles such as :

Almanac of American Politics
America Votes: A Handbook of Contemporary

Election Statistics
Book of the States
Encyclopedia of Associations
Index to International Statistics
PAC Directory
Political Handbook and Atlas of the World
Politics in America
Statistical Abstract of the United States
United States Government Manual

World Handbook of Political and Social Indicators
Many of these titles are published annually.

LITERATURE REVIEWS
Much research in political science has been published
in monographic (book) format . These sources help
you to track down this material .

American Political Science Review, 1906-
Contains extensive critical review essays as well as
book reviews .
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science, 1890-
Contains articles on prominent political and social
issues. Alsoincludes book reviews .
Perspective, 1972-
Indexes book reviews .
Political Science Reviewer, 1971-
Annual review of books currently published as well
as classics in the field .

INDEXES AND ABSTRACTS
Indexes and abstracts provide access to articles in
periodicals .

Social Sciences Index, 1975-
Indexes major periodicals in the social sciences .
English-language coverage . Also indexes books
reviews. Online since 1985 .

Social Sciences Citation Index, 1973-
Multidisciplinary coverage, indexing 1,400 journals
fully, 3,300 selectively. Also indexes proceedings,
symposia, monographs . International in scope . Also
available online . Access through four indexes .
Source Index indexes authors . Corporate Index lists
authors by organizational affiliation . Permuterm



Index provides subject access using key words from
titles of articles . Citation Index is a powerful index,
indicating where an article by an author has been
cited by another author.

Dissertation Abstracts International, 1938-
Comprehensive index for U.S. and Canadian disser-
tations since 1861 . Also available online-back to
1861 .

Combined Retrospective Index Set to journals in Political
Science, (CRIS) 1886-1974,1978 .
Good source for retrospective periodical literature in
all areas of political science . 180 English-language
periodicals are indexed . Arrangement is by key
words in subject categories . See other CRIS indexes
for history, sociology, and book reviews .

International Political Science Abstracts, 1952-
Abstracts journal and yearbook articles . Arranged
topically, covering methods and theory; political
thinkers and ideas; governmental and administrative
institutions ; political process; international relations;
national and area studies. Table of Contents and
Subject Index are helpful access points.

Public Affairs Information Service Bulletin (PAIS),1915-
Indexes 800 English-language periodicals, reports,
selected government publications, selected books .
Focus is on public policy issues . Scope is
international . PAIS Foreign Language Index indexes
similar material in French, German, Italian, Portu-
guese, Spanish. Coverage is timely. Also available
online and on CD-ROM .

United States Political Science Documents (USPSD),
1975-
Indexes scholarly articles in journals published in the
U.S. Limited international coverage. Proper Name
Index is a useful feature . Abstracts are lengthy .
More current online .

ABC Pol Sci: A Bibliography of Contents : Political
Science & Government, 1969-
This is an edited reproduction of tables of contents
from 300 journals, both U.S. and foreign. Subject
Index and Personal Author Index . Good source for
current awareness .

Selected Rand Abstracts, 1963-
Subject and author guide to current unclassified
publications of the Rand Corporation . Good source
for public policy issues.
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GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS AND RELATED

SOURCES
Government documents are excellent sources for
current and historical information. Documents are
written for and by agencies of the government .

Locating United States Government Information : A Guide
to Sources by Edward Herman, 1983 .
Introduces you to the way to locate federal statistics,
regulations, congressional publications, bill tracing,
and more .

How to Use the Major Indexes to U.S. Government
Publications by John M. Ross, 1989 .
A general guide to the major indexes .

Monthly Catalog of United States Government Publi-
cations, 1895-
Standard index of publications issued by congress,
judicial and executive branches, departments, and
bureaus. Separate indexes for issuing agency,
author, title, series, subject, contract number . Super-
intendent of Documents classification numbers-by
which many libraries arrange documents-are
provided. Also available online and on CD-ROM .

CIS Index, Abstracts, and Legislative Histories, 1970-
Indexes House, Senate, and Joint Committee hear-
ings, reports, documents, and prints, Senate Treaty
Documents, and special publications . Indexes
legislative histories of public laws . Also available
online. CIS also publishes retrospective indexes to
prints and hearings .

Congressional Index, 1937-
Provides access to status and history of legislation for
each Congressional session. Information includes
bills, resolutions, vetoes, voting records . Subject
Index and Author Index. Also available online .

Congressional Quarterly Weekly Report, 1946-
Summary of Congressional floor and committee
proceedings. At end of year, this is printed as
Congressional Quarterly Almanac . Also available
online .

A Guide to Major Studies and Issue Briefs of the Con-
gressional Research Service, 1975/76-
Index to microfilm collection of studies that cover
current topics of national and international interest .

UNDOC: Current Index: U.N. Documents Index, 1979-
Checklist of United Nations documents and publica-
tions. Subject, author, and title indexes .

U.N. Index to Proceedings of the General Assembly, 1950-
Subject index and index to speeches of General
Assembly and its committee .



SELECTED MAJOR JOURNALS IN POLITICAL
SCIENCE

Many of these journals contain extensive book
review sections .

Foreign Affairs
International Affairs
International Security
Journal of Politics
Political Science Quarterly
Political Theory
PS
Public Administration Review
National Journal
Review of Politics

Q. What attracted you to the Law and Political
Science Section? Why did you become active in the
section and run for office?

A. I became active in the section through the initia-
tive of a colleague, Kathleen Gunning, a former chair
of LPSS. She invited me to join a committee and then
to chair that committee. As a general reference
librarian I certainly had experience in providing law
and political science research assistance, yet my areas
of subject expertise were psychology and social
work. At the time, I was not sure how much I could
contribute to the section .

Serving as chair of the Publications Committee
was my first experience in chairing a committee
within ALA, and it proved to be one of the most
valuable professional opportunities I have had . LPSS
has over 800 members, yet its committees offer a very
supportive small group environment in which to
gain experience in working with a group of active
colleagues from across the nation . In addition, LPSS
committees provide valuable experience in working
within the organizations of ACRL and ALA .
Through LPSS committees, members get a closer look
at the goals and benefits of both ACRL and ALA .
LPSS committees also offer the opportunity for
members to influence the direction of services and
publishing in the fields of law and political science .
Through LPSS I have gained not only considerable
professional experience but also a network of out-
standing friends and colleagues . After participating
the section for several years, it seemed only natural
to run for office in order to give back to the section as
much as I have gained from it .
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Q. As a successful member of the profession, what
talents and experiences will you bring to this section
which will benefit the membership as well as the
section and its committees?

A. Through several years of experience on LPSS
committees, I have gained a great deal of knowledge
about LPSS history, accomplishments and goals as
well as ACRL goals . I feel I now have the knowledge
with which to help the section continue its progres-
sion toward those goals.

LPSS has a strong track record in sponsoring ex-
cellent programs at ALA annual conferences . such
programs offer librarians the opportunity to advance
their knowledge of and discuss issues in particular
aspects of law and political science. LPSS News, the
section newsletter, is established as an outstanding
communications tool for LPSS members. The LPSS
Bibliographies Committee has outlined an ambitious
goal of reviewing major law and political science
indexes in both print and non-print formats, and of
providing feedback to publishers in order to improve
those tools as necessary and desirable . A new Com-
mittee on Library Instruction has recently been
formed through member interest to address instruc-
tional issues and provide instructional assistance to
librarians . The LPSS Section manual provides new
committee members with the basic information they
need to work effectively within the Section and
within ACRL .

Through the dedication of new and continuing
members, I am confident that the activities outlined
above will continue in the same excellent manner as
in the past. For 1990/91, however, the LPSS Review
and Planning Committee has identified as a major
goal the establishment of working relationships
between LPSS and other professional, non-library
associations such as the American Political Science
Association and American Bar Association. These
types of relationships include such things as atten-
dance at meetings of professional organizations,
submission of pertinent information that might be
carried in publications of those organizations, or
establishment of an "information section section"
within those organizations that do not already have
such a section . During the coming year, I hope to
work with the Section to outline an effective ap-
proach toward accomplishing this goal. I would
appreciate hearing from any LPSS members who are
also members of such professional associations their
ideas about this issue.
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Q. If you were encouraging your best friend to join LPSS, what attributes of the section would you empha-
size that make this section outstanding?

LPSS offers outstanding opportunities for members to become active in addressing issues in law and political
science librarianship, while at the same time gaining experience in working on professional committees .
From the start I have found LPSS members dedicated to pursuing high quality results . Committee chairs and
members welcome new ideas and suggestions and provide a supportive environment for others who wish to
learn from and contribute to Section activities .

As a Section, however, LPSS is not only involved in committee activity but is also involved in promoting each
member's individual interests and goals . During the coming year the Section will work to strengthen its
mentoring program through which experienced members offer assistance to newer members not as familiar
with ACRL and ALA procedures. The Section recognizes that professional committee experience is often a
desirable if not required aspect of a librarian's career and will thus work actively to assist new members in
gaining committee assignments . While LPSS committees serve as the formal means of accomplishing goals,
the Section is also careful to provide informal opportunities through which a strong network of colleagues
may be formed . During each ALA conference, the section organizes a lunch/dinner so members have time to
interact on "non-agenda" issues .

LPSS gains greatly from the knowledge and participation of its members . I look forward to working with
you in the next year.

-Stephen J. Stillwell, jr .

Marta is currently the Head of Reference at North Carolina State University -Ed. Note
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