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Chris Palazzolo (left) works with  a discussion group at the University of Toronto Faculty of 
Information during the LPSS preconference workshop for the American Political Science 
Association meetings, Sept. 2. (Photo by Bruce Pencek) 

LPSS on the road: 

Section takes ‘short course,’ booth to 
poli sci meetings in Toronto 

by Chris Palozzolo 

LPSS campaigned on two fronts to bring its message to the 2009 
annual meeting of the American Political Science Association in Toronto. 

The LPSS preconference on Sept. 2 at featured a variety of insights into 
collaborative models, deeper customer understanding, and changing roles 
of libraries in facilitating research and communication among scholars and 
academics at home and in the field.  

Throughout the next three and a half days, LPSS staffed a booth in the 
conference exhibit hall, highlighting the work of libraries in the world of 
scholarly communication, showcasing numerous publications addressing 
information literacy, and displaying the work of LPSS authors. 

Entitled “Library 2.0: Knowledge, Power and Pedagogy in Net Space -- 
Evolving Collaborations and Roles,” the free, afternoon “short course” was 
held Sept. 1 at the University of Toronto Faculty of Information.  The event 
was a significant success, with about fifteen attendees, mainly local acade-
mic librarians, making it one of the better-attended “short courses” at this 
year’s APSA. 

The first session focused on a substantial collaboration between Bruce 
Pencek, a social sciences librarian, and two political science professors at 
Virginia Tech, Scott G. Nelson and Craig Leonard Brians.  The presenters 
focused on how they have used the concept or analogy of a story to en- 

(See APSA, page 5) 

Preliminary LPSS event 
schedule for  

2010 ALA Midwinter  

General membership meeting 
Concurrently in Boston and virtually. 
Saturday Jan. 16, 4-5:30 pm. Contact: 
Erik Estep <estepe@ecu.edu>. 

Committee meetings (virtual) 
Section committees will hold virtual 
meetings shortly before ALA Midwinter.  
Committee meetings are open to all 
comers; only the Marta Lange Award 
deliberations are closed.  Contact com-
mittee chairs/conveners and watch LPSS-L 
for details about connection protocols 
and updates to dates, times, and agendas.   

This is the schedule as of Oct 1. 

Executive committee.  Concur-
rent with physical meeting in Bos-
ton.  Contact: Erik Estep 
<estepe@ecu.edu>. 

Conference program planning. 
Friday, Jan. 8, 11 am -noon (Cen-
tral Time).  Contact:  Evan Rusch 
<evan.rusch@ mnsu.edu>.  

Instruction.   Wednesday, Jan. 13, 
11 am -noon (Eastern Time) Con-
tact:  Rebecca Ohm <Rebecca. 
Ohm@ williams.edu>. 

Marta Lange/CQ Press Award. 
Closed meeting.  Wednesday, Jan. 
6, 10 am (Eastern Time), 10-11 am. 
Contact:  Barbara Morgan <bmor-
gan@library.umass. edu>. 

Nominating.  No meeting. Contact: 
Bruce Pencek <bpencek@vt.edu>. 

Publications.  Monday,  Jan. 11, 1-2 
pm (Central Time) Contact:  Chad 
Kahl <cmkahl@ilstu.edu>. 

Review & planning.  Contact: Kelly 
Janousek <janousek@csulb.edu>. 

Vendor/publisher review. 
Contact: David M. Oldenkamp 
<dmoldenk@ gmail.com>. 
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Chair’s message 

Marching forward despite hard times 
by Erik Estep 

The famous phrase “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,” might seem inadequate 
in describing the devastation that has wrecked our economy. “It was the worst of times, but at least it 
isn’t the end times,” may be more appropriate. If there is a silver lining, it is that limited budgets and 
resources can create the conditions for innovation. 

Virtual meetings are an innovation whose time has come, and LPSS was the pathfinder in ACRL. 
Our meetings in Denver were a success, and we are building upon that by going “virtual” for Midwinter 
in Boston. Technological advances have made these meetings accessible and non-existent travel budgets 
have made them necessary. But long before going virtual, LPSS was exploring online meetings early in 
this decade. 

LPSS members also have led the way in establishing important links with our teaching faculty 
colleagues. In September, LPSS put on a free preconference at APSA in Toronto, and planted our flag 
(literally) by staffing an exhibit booth, too. These events are invaluable because they reinforce our 
relevance and increase our visibility at the premiere political science conference in North America. And 
armed with our information literacy standards, we have a tool that our teaching faculty should find 
useful. 

Programming has also been a strength. Last summer at ALA Annual we hosted a panel on civic 
democracy that featured Nancy Kranich and a very helpful “shoot-out” among vendors of political 
science databases.  These programs enrich our understanding of the broader world and provide us with 
valuable experiences to take back to our home institutions. 

Looking ahead, I know we can build upon this great legacy with further initiatives. If you have any 
ideas, please feel free to drop me a line. Even though money has been short, good ideas find a way to be 
funded.  

And finally, I would like to thank Bruce Pencek for his excellent job in editing this newsletter (the 
last in print), he is passing the torch to Jodi Shepherd. We should all be grateful for the hard work it 
takes to put out this important publication. 

Editor’s (final) comment: liaison yourself 
By Bruce Pencek 

 ACRL has approved the LPSS proposal to establish a formal liaison with the American Political Science 
Association. (See call for nominations, page 4.)  You don’t have to wait for it to be implemented to benefit from 
ties to disciplines   I’ve been doing it myself for half a dozen years.  It’s not that hard, and it can be rewarding. 

I’m hardly unique.  There hasn’t been an APSA Teaching & Learning Conference without a librarian (or 
two, or four) participating as presenter or discussant. Since 2003, at least one LPSS member has attended every 
business meeting of the APSA Political Science Education Section, sometimes officially on the agenda, sometimes 
as ordinary section members.  More recently, we have become regulars at the business meetings of the Informa-
tion Technology & Politics Section.  The only thing left to achieve is election to their section offices.  The LPSS 
News regularly includes member reports from the International Studies Association meetings.  There are good 
regional association conferences.  You owe it to yourself to go at least once. 

Go enough to disciplinary conferences, and you’ll be recognized and acknowledged – just as you would in 
a library association conference.  Talk and otherwise comport yourself as a tolerably knowledgeable academic, 
and conversations will start.  They will sometimes turn into networking possibilities.   

Relative expertise works in both directions. What is commonplace in our own domain is often new in 
someone else’s.  Hearing the cutting edge as well as the conventional in the discipline gives us insights we can 
apply in instruction, outreach, collection management, and reference. 

 (See LIAISON, page 6) 
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Nadine Hoffman: another LPSS member to know 
by Lucy E. Lyons 

Unlike most LPSS members, 
Nadine does not work in the 
US, nor is she a political science 
librarian.  These facts make her an 
especially interesting "member to 
know." 

In addition to being a law librar-
ian (and chair of the Calgary Law 
Libraries Group), she is a relatively 
new member, with only two or 
three years in the section.  Like 
many, she was not initially on the 
listserv and said it took a while for 
her to find it, but having joined, she 
believes it is the best benefit of 
LPSS membership.   

Nadine Hoffman.  (Photo courtesy of 
University of Calgary) 

It is a pleasure to introduce 
Nadine Hoffman: Natural Re-
sources, Energy, & Environmental 
Law (NREEL) Librarian, Bennett 
Jones Law Library, University of 
Calgary.  This, her present job, is 
the astonishing 16th position she 
has held since 1996 (including one 
in Chicago).   

But do the discussions focus 
too much on political science and 
not enough on law?  Nadine has an 
interesting answer to that question: 
It is natural to be more political-
science-oriented, because that is 
the interest of most of the mem-
bership. Also, there are other 
organizations (eg, the AALL and 
SLA) for law librarians.  LPSS, how-
ever, speaks to the policy side of 
her specialization in law as well as 
energy and environmental matters.  

I asked Nadine if she perceived 
any differences between Canadian 
and US librarianship and she men-
tioned this one. She explained many 
of her jobs (law librarian, business 
librarian, cataloger, and researcher) 
have been contractual with specific 
terms. This is not uncommon in the 
past two decades in Canada.   

versity of Calgary, Nadine went on 
to earn her MLIS from the Univer-
sity of Alberta.   

 Her inspiration for becoming a 
librarian, however, started much 
earlier when she was in seventh 
grade.  She volunteered in her jun-
ior high school library until grade 9. 
She enjoyed it and was influenced 
by the librarian — so much so that 
her school librarian wrote a letter 
as part of the library school 
admissions process.  

There is more to tell (such as 
her busy three-year-old daughter), 
but to find out, you should contact 
Nadine on the LPSS list, or perhaps 
where the LPSS News first caught 
up with her:  a future virtual LPSS 
meeting.

Although this is her fifth posi-
tion at the University of Calgary, 
her current position is already long-
er than any other because it is 
tenure-tracked. 

With a BA in history (minor in 
political science) from the Uni 

Students and their research 
projects are the aspects of acad-
emic librarianship Nadine most 
enjoys. There is the diversity of the 
tasks, but what most interests her 
is the exposure to current research 
and the challenge to support it.  
She noted it is gratifying to feel the 
appreciation of library patrons.  

Need  to know 
Is there an LPSS member whom 

you’d like to know better through a 
profile in the LPSS News?  Is there a 
member you could profile in 500-
600 words who would interest the 
rest of the section?  

 Email your suggestions to the 
incoming editor, Jodi Shepherd 
<jrshepherd@ csuchico.edu>. 

And don’t forget to use the 
new, e-only LPSS News to tell your 
fellow members about significant 
events in your own professional 
life: awards, publications, 
promotions and other job news, and 
so on. 

 On the other hand, she said, 
the biggest weakness of the pro-
fesssion is our lack of successful 
self-promotion, a failure either to 
articulate clearly or to disseminate 
widely information about what we 
do and offer as information 
professionals. 

Sign up for the LPSS 
listserv 

The best source for the 
latest news and discussion of 
topics of interest to political 
science and law librarians, LPSS-
L is an opt-in listserv.   

To subscribe send an e-mail 
to <listserv@listserv.kent.edu>. 

The subject line should be 
empty, and the body of the 
message must only contain: 
Subscribe lpss-l Firstname 
Lastname.   

Use the same address to 
change your list settings. 

Post messages to the list at 
<LPSS-L@listserv.kent.edu>.  

The list manager is Kara L. 
Robinson <krobinso@ kent.edu>. 
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Calling for nominations

Marta Lange/CQ Press Award 

 

This annual award recognizes an academic or 
law librarian who, through research, service to the 
profession, or other creative activity, makes 
distinguished contributions to bibliography and 
information service in law or political science. This 
award honors Marta Lange, 1990-91 Law and 
Political Science Section chair, whose exceptional 
talents as a leader were enhanced by a wonderful 
collegial spirit.  Her bright career was an inspiration 
to others and a model of professional service. 

Award: $1,000 cash and a plaque donated by CQ Press. 

 
Lynne Rudasill talks to the section reception after receiving 
the LPSS Marta Lange/CQ Press Award at ALA Annual in 
Chicago.  (Photo courtesy CQ Press) 

Criteria: Nominees should have achieved distinction in 
one or more of the following areas: 

• Planning and implementation of a model biblio-
graphy/ information services program in a law or 
political science library  

• History of contributions to the field through 
research, publications, and other activities displaying 
active participation in the advancement of 
law/political science librarianship  

• Service to the profession through ACRL or related 
regional and national organizations  

• Promotion or development of an education program 
for law and political science librarianship that has 
served as a model for other courses and programs  

Submissions: Electronic submissions are required. 
Nominations should include a letter of nomination 
including the name, address, and phone number of both 
the nominating party and the nominee as well as a narra-
tive supporting the nomination, and a current vita of the 
nominee.  Individuals may nominate themselves or 
others.  E-mail the nomination documentation to the 
award committee chair, Barbara Morgan <bmorgan@  
library.umass.edu>.   

Submission deadline:  Friday, Dec. 4, 2009. 

For additional information, contact Barbara Morgan, 
University of Massachusetts, or Megan Griffin, ACRL, at 
(312) 280-2514, <mgriffin@ala.org>. 

 
___________________________________

 

Liaison with APSA approved;  call for applications coming
The ACRL Board of Directors at ALA Annual approved LPSS’s request to establish a formal liaison rela-

tionship with the American Political Science Association.  ACRL will call for applications for an “individual liaison” 
in a future issue of C&RL News.   The ACRL Council of Liaisons will review applications and make a recommend-
dation to the board, which will make appoint one liaison, who will also become a member of the Council of 
Liaisons.   

The liaison should be a member of APSA and will be reimbursed up to $1,500 for expenses attending 
APSA meetings or other appropriate functions.  The goals are to make library-related interests and concerns part 
of APSA culture and to help APSA and ACRL better understand their respective needs, interests, and work, with 
an eye towards exchanging information and ideas, sharing publications, and sponsoring programs. 

The specific duties of the liaison include active participation in APSA meetings and noting opportunities 
for APSA to become involved in ACRL discussions or activities. Timely reports to the ACRL board, the Council 
of Liaisons, the section, and ACRL membership in general are required. 

See the Council of Liaison section of the ACRL website <www.acrl.org> for additional details. 
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APSA conference gives LPSSers opportunities to show their stuff 

(Continued from page 1) 
courage students to think more 
fundamentally to start research. 

Jenny Mendelssohn, political 
science liaison, and Prof. Michael 
Stein from the University of Toron-
to spoke of their successful part-
nership in a political science mas-
ter’s seminar.  Evan Rosevear, a 
graduate student in the department, 
spoke very favorably of the library 
involvement in the course and how 
Jenny’s instruction and research 
support were essential to the suc-
cessful completion of his master’s 
thesis.   

The afternoon sessions focused 
on new approaches and means of 
understanding customers (students) 
and facilitating new models of 
(virtual) scholarly interaction and 
communication.  Ann Marshall of 
the University of Rochester pre-
sented an anthropologically-
influenced study of undergraduate 
behavior.   

Derrick Cogburn, who holds 

appointments in Syracuse and 
American Universities – and 
chaired the APSA Information 
Technology & Politics section – 
presented a fascinating talk on the 
creation and establishment of 
online “collaboratories,” which 
serve as venues for academic 
exchange.   

His talk provoked numerous 
questions and reflections on the 
challenges and opportunities of 
such virtual spaces, and in particu-
lar, how traditional libraries can 
assist in facilitating those sorts of 
developments.    

This event was the second 
preconference LPSS has organized 
in conjunction with APSA in co-
operation with the ALA Govern-
ment Documents Roundtable and 
the APSA Political Science Educa-
tion section.  (The first was two 
years ago in Chicago.) 

Bruce Pencek (chair), Chris 
Palozzolo, and John Hernandez (for 
GODORT) continued as the plan-

ning task force, bringing in Ann 
Marshall to coordinate with the 
LPSS booth in the exhibit hall and 
with Jenny Mendelsohn to coord-
inate with Toronto-area political 
scientists and librarians. Bill Mann, a 
recent graduate of the U of T Fac-
ulty of Information, assisted with 
many of the onsite logistics.   

Marshall was the primary rep-
resentative of organized librarian-
ship in the exhibit all, occasionally 
relieved by other members of the 
preconference group. 

The booth was on the edge of 
the exhibit hall in a row with the 
New York Times and the Fulbright 
program.  This made for disappoin-
ting traffic volume.   

On the other hand, long-time 
exhibitors noted that the entire 
exhibit hall was much shrunken 
compared to previous years, with 
fewer, often smaller booths even 
from major presses. 

LPSS volunteers noted that pas-
sersby seemed uncertain about 
that LPSS was doing there.   

 
Ann Marshall talks up academic libraries and librarians at the first-ever LPSS booth at the 
APSA meetings in the Metro Toronto Convention Centre. (Photo by Bruce Pencek) 

Visitors who spoke at the 
booth seemed most  interested in 
what library associations were 
doing in scholarly communication 
and showed comparatively little 
interest in the information-literacy 
publications on displ;ay. 

Support from ProQuest funded 
the preconference speakers.  

Jill Blaemers of ProQuest and 
John Babcock (Columbia Inter-
national Affairs Online) were on-
hand at the short course to share 
and acquire tips. They also paid 
visits to the LPSS booth.    

LexisNexis, Readex, and CQ 
Press provided additional materials 
regarding the use of some of their 
products, which were distributed 
on CD-ROM to attendees
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Liaison yourself… 
(Continued from page 2) 

Librarians in many campuses know more about the 
scholarship of teaching and learning than the poli sci 
faculty do, and there’s a good chance we have a better 
handle on a lot of the literature on social aspects of 
information.  

So don’t be reluctant to submit proposals for con-
ference papers, on your own or with faculty collabora-
tors.  The more proposals you write, the better they 
will get, and the likelier you are to get one accepted.  
The more papers you present, the better they will get, 
and you’ll become part of a pool of talent panel organ-
izers will ask to be chairs or discussants.  Maybe you’ll 
be asked to referee a manuscript for a section journal. 

Show that you take your faculty seriously on their 
own professional turf, and they’re likely to take you  
(and perhaps the rest of us) more seriously back 
home. 

Section business meetings can be fun.  PSE and ITP 
section plenary meetings usually attract more partici-
pants than LPSS general membership meetings.  You 
can learn a lot about the ins and outs of conferences – 
for example, APSA allocates slots to sections not only 
on the basis of attendance (which can run on the low 
side for pedagogy panels) but also in rejection rates (so 
submitting even a bad proposal for a teaching panel 
helps the education section get slots). 

Another example: for the past two years, both the 

PSE and ITP sections heard solicitations from Taylor & 
Francis to publish their section journals, for modest 
increases in section dues.  Not sure what the T&F 
revenue model or larger strategy may be, I’ve merely 
watched as a fly on the wall, pondering implications.   

Section membership sales would account for per-
haps 500 copies of the Journal of Political Science Edu-
cation and around 350 copies of the Journal of Informa-
tion Technology and Politics.   

Having heard the sales pitch from T&F and the 
section membership numbers, I decided that the peo-
ple on my campus for whom those niche journals will 
be most salient will have their own copies, and we’ll be 
able to live with the embargoed content from Ebsco 
databases, and ILLiad as needed. 

Conference exhibit halls will give a little of the 
warm and fuzzy feelings you get at ALA.  Many of the 
same reps work the conferences, so you will see fam-
iliar faces who might be selling less-familiar products, 
for a disciplinary conference is more about selling 
books and acquiring manuscripts.   So you’ll be able to 
examine a larger range of subject-specific books and 
grab the conference-discount order forms to solicit 
your faculty input and perhaps save some money on 
your firm orders.   

Just don’t expect as many fancy tschotschkes as at 
our own trade shows. 

Stoner lands grant for program associated with film on New Deal Writers Project 
Former LPSS Chair Connie Stoner was awarded one of 30 grants by the National Endowment for the Humanities to host 

a Soul of a People community program in September.  Events ran in several locations in Portsmouth, Ohio, including the 
public library and a local museum, as well at Shawnee State University, where Stoner directs the Clark Memorial Library.  

 There are five different outreach programs in connection with a Smithsonian documentary, Soul of a People: Writing 
Americans’ History, which aired on the Smithsonian Channel.  The film documents how the New Deal Federal Writers Project 
workers, hired to assemble travel guides and interviews, were also knitting together a cultural fabric torn apart by the 
national crisis of the Great Depression. 

Guidelines for contributors to spring ‘News’ 

The deadline for the next edition of the LPSS News, subject to decisions by ACRL, will be around March 10.  Expect to 
receive that News by mail about mid-May.  For next fall’s edition, figure Sept. 10 and mid-November, respectively. 

Email articles, illustrations (at least 300 dpi resolution, grayscale preferred), and correspondence to the editor at 
<jrshepherd@csuchico.edu>. 

Length: most articles should run fewer than 400 words. For example, this issue’s chair’s message is about 350 words; 
our Member to Know profile, about 475.    

Write in short paragraphs.  Use the most direct, energetic style you can muster.  Have a point, and don’t be reluctant 
to have a point of view, too. Write as a journalist, not a booster. 

And above all, be interesting (or at least useful) to LPSS members.  The format and publication frequency make 
features and commentary, not old news and meeting minutes, the strength of the newsletter.   

The LPSS listserv is the best place to post, discover, and comment on breaking events.   Our website is the natural 
location of our official reports and meeting minutes.  The LPSS wiki will become what you make it. 
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Compare dateabases for searching law reviews  

LexisNexis Academic v. Westlaw’s Campus Research 
by Kelly Janousek 

Both LexisNexis Academic and Westlaw Campus Research offer law review searching.  If your library 
is not part of a law school but is committed to teaching legal concepts to undergraduates, which product 
is a better fit?  Here is a basic evaluation of both products for providing access to legal scholarship.  

I used a typical undergraduate search: “health care insurance” for law review articles published 
since January 1, 2009.  For comparison, I also did this phrase search in Academic Search Complete, finding 
23 articles and no duplication to either law-review database. 

LexisNexis had 30 hits, Westlaw 27. I removed the 16 articles covered by both databases and 
also one article dated August 2009 that LexisNexis had not added yet. Moreover, LexisNexis produced 
two hits on the same article -- the only difference was one showed a word count of 14,218, the other 
14,222.  

What happened to the other articles?  

First LexisNexis does not contain eight journals and topic papers that were in Westlaw, including 
titles like Journal of Health Politics Policies and Law, Trial, and Wyoming Law Review. Conversely, Westlaw 
does not have two newsletters that are in LexisNexis.  

I then compared the 12 articles that were in one database but not the other, though both 
products index these journals that published them.  

I found the articles option overall better in Westlaw for an undergraduate.  I don’t like to find 
too much when searching (sound familiar?). When searching Westlaw law reviews I found better selec-
tion of undergraduate articles that better fit this very basic subject. Westlaw indexes a more appropriate 
collection of journals, and it recognizes punctuation when searching.    

LexisNexis gave five more articles where the phrase was part of a list in the text, eg, health care, 
insurance, real estate. Or the specific phrase search included words like “or” or “and,” eg, health care or 
insurance.  To be fair in this comparison, I noted that Westlaw did have one article with “health 
care/insurance.”  

LexisNexis relevancy searching 
provided another six articles using words like 
malpractice as a synonym for insurance, 
hence articles on health care malpractice, not 
“health care insurance” or health insurance 
discrimination but not health care. LexisNexis 
even listed another article whose subject was 
not relevant, and it did not include the phrase 
at all (a very false hit).  

Nominees for LPSS office, 2010 
 

The LPSS Nominating Committee has solicited the 
following members to stand for section office in this 
coming spring’s elections. 

Vice-chair/chair-elect 
• Chad Kahl, Illinois State University 
• Leslie Homzie, Boston College 

 
Member at large 

• Brian Coutts, Western Kentucky University 
• Sidney Lowe, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

The vice-chair serves one year in that capacity, then a 
year as the LPSS chair.  The section members at large 
serve staggered, two-year terms. 
 

LexisNexis Academic announced a 
“facelift” in 2009, but the released has been 
pushed back to December 2009.  Both 
products had interface changes a couple of 
years ago. (Ssee Barbara gan, “Westlaw’s 
‘Campus Research’ Redesigned,” LPSS News, 
Fall 2007, and Mary Gilles, “Redesigned 
LexisNexis Academic: something old, some-
thing new,” LPSS News, Spring 2007.) 
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