
LPSS General membership meeting 
ALA Annual Conference, Washington D.C., June 27, 2010 
 
Present: Lorena O'English, Bruce Pencek, Chad Kahl, Ann Marshall, Lynn Thitchener, Connie 
Stoner, Evan Rusch, Mara Degnan-Rojeski, Alyssa Deutschler, Rebecca Ohm, John 
Hernandez, Chris Palazzolo, Elizabeth White, Kelly Janousek, Barbara Morgan, Lynda 
Kellam, Lynne Rudasill, Barbara Norelli, Emily Keller, Erik Estep, Brian Coutts 
 
 
Reports from committees 
 
Publications Committee 
Chair, Chad Kahl 
 

• At the end of March, the committee shared a proposal for posting section information 
in various online locations.  This included plans to use e-postcards to stay connected 
with members throughout the year.  It can also be a mechanism to connect with 
potential members.  

• Considering featuring model LibGuides to share with other librarians, and start to 
generate some best practices for most effective use of LibGuides.  One approach 
would be to solicit nominations for guides.  Could then use this for outreach to the 
APSA Political Science Education Section, where it might foster discussion of research 
skills and sources.  

• Will set up a committees section on ALA Connect.  
 
 
Nominating Committee 
Acting Chair: Bruce Pencek (sitting in for Graham Walden) 
 
The committee has created a competitive slate for the next election: 
 
Member at large 
Mara Degnan-Rojeski, Dickinson College. <mara.degnanrojeski@gmail.com> 
Lisa Norberg, Barnard College. <lnorberg@barnard.edu> 
 
Secretary 
Lynde Kellam, UNC Greensboro. <lmkellam@uncg.edu> 
Lynn Thitchener, Cornell University. <lmk7@cornell.edu> 
 
Vice Chair/Chair elect 
LeRoy Jason LaFleur, George Mason University. <llafleur@gmu.edu> 
Amalia Monroe, University of Kansas. <almonroe@ku.edu> 
 

• Concerned about getting good candidates for the APSA liaison position, although this 
is not part of the nominating committee's responsbility.  ACRL Board will decide 
based on nomination.  The successful candidate will need to be (or become) a 
member of APSA, but that's a relatively low fee, and ACRL will pay for their travel to 
the APSA annual conference and the APSA Teaching and Learning Conference. 
 
Membership Committee 
Acting Chair: Barbara Norelli (filling for Brian Coutts) 
 



• Has been setting up socials at the conferences.  At ACRL, will join in with planned 
dinners that are coordinated at each conference.  

• Membership has been declining, but this is not been unusual among the sections.  
Have sent welcome letters to new members, and to members that have dropped, 
asking them why they've left.  We don't yet know how effective this communication 
has been.   

• New members may not know about our listserv, considering that less than 1/2 of our 
members currently subscribe to the listserv.  Looking into making a subscription the 
default upon becoming a member, rather than having members opt-in.  

• Hoping to use Chad's list of political science and law librarians as a recruitment tool.    
• Encouraging members to hand out our research competencies brochures to people at 

the Instruction Section program, so that they are aware of us and consider 
membership.  Will also disseminate to ALA student chapters so that they know about 
LPSS.  Next revision of the LPSS brochure needs to have our Facebook page link 
included as well.  Political science graduate students would be another potential 
audience.     

 
 
Program Committee 
Chair: Evan Rusch 
 

• Pleased with this year's ALA program on June 26, "Participatory Democracy in an 
Internet Age".   

• Next year's program for ALA Annual is tentatively titled: "International Law in a 
Changing World: What Librarians Need to Know".  The emphasis will be on 
environmental law and the BP oil spill.  The committee will be looking for panelists 
such as authors in the new Oxford Encyclopedia of International Law, and perhaps a 
journalist who can speak to the impact on Louisiana communities.   

• LPSS was invited to co-sponsor a Women's Studies Section program on 21st century 
scholarly communication.  

• Discussion on scheduling and a concern that LPSS programs are sometimes up 
against EBSS or IS programs.  We could request to change our time on the slate as a 
way to beef up attendance.  There is also interest in co-sponsoring across divisions, 
such as possible collaborations with sci-tech, GODORT, others.   

 
 
Instruction Committee 
Chair: Rebecca Ohm 
 

• The committee will create a repository of handouts for active learning/classroom 
activities to put in the wiki, such as exercises for learning about tools such as 
Congressional Universe and other research strategies.  Also looking for someone to 
submit materials about using Foreign Relations of the US and searching for treaties. 
    

 
Review and planning committee 
Chair: Kelly Janousek 
 

• Discussed possible long-term goals, such as outreach to scholarly associations 
beyond APSA, such as the International Studies Association and the American 
Society for Public Administration, and creating a more robust toolkit of resources to 
complement the information literacy standards, which could include rubrics, 
assignments, and assessments.  



• Discussed creating an aid for incoming chairs.  May interview immediate past chairs 
for ideas, and get ideas from BRASS and RUSA, who already have these tools.  

   
• Would like to create protocols for virtual meetings, considering the high interest in 

and positive response to virtual meetings by the membership.  These could include 
suggestions for managing large meetings, notes on software, etc.  Again, perhaps 
another section has already developed similar tools/guidelines.  

• Create a running list of things that we'd like to expend our Basic Service Funds on, 
such as internet access for virtual meetings.  Could see what other sections tend to 
spend their funds on.     

 
 
Announcements  

• Chad Kahl reported on the Communities of Practice Assembly  
o They're looking at raising dues, which were last raised in 2004.  In the future, 

this will be done more systematically.  Whether to do this will come up for a 
vote at the 2012 meeting at the earliest.    

o Also looking at the funding model for liaison relationships with professional 
associations, which are currently handled by ACRL, and will be managed in 
the future by the sections.  The APSA liaison will be grandfathered in and 
continue to be managed by ACRL.    

o Discussed sections Basic Service Funds model, which has led to disparities in 
funding.  Proposing a new model in which $1000 is granted to each section 
plus $0.75 for each member over 200.    

• John Hernandez, GODORT Liaison, announced Monday's GODORT program, 
"Archivists & Librarians: Together We Can Save Congress".    

• Bruce Pencek was this year's recipient of the Martha Lange/CQ Press Award.  
• Barbara Morgan noted the passing of Stephen Atkins, past president of LPSS.   
• Barbara Morgan is the chair of the Social Sciences Libraries section for IFLA, and 

they're looking for new committee members.  Contact Barbara if you're interested.    
 
 
Motions  

• Barbara Norelli moved that we create a task to work on a program for ACRL.  This 
will create a stronger presence for LPSS at ACRL, and may help improve our 
membership numbers as well.  It could be a roundtable related to our upcoming ALA 
program.  Any program may still have to go through ACRL vetting process, but it 
would likely fare well as a section proposal.  Motion seconded by Barbara Morgan, 
and passed by a unanimous voice vote.   

• Chad Kahl moved that we create a task force or subcommittee to look at the 
program planning process.  EBSS, for example, has a more continuous process and 
ongoing calendar, and starts their program planning 9 months earlier than LPSS 
does.  Not resolved.      

 
Minutes submitted by Emily Keller 
 


