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LPSS General Membership Meeting 
ALA Midwinter, January 12, 2008, 4:00pm-5:00pm 

 Marriott Philadelphia, Franklin 4, Philadelphia 
Recorder: Mary Gilles 

 
1. Introductions and Call to Order 
 
LPSS Chair Kelly Janousek called the meeting to order at 4:00pm and introduced LPSS 
officers. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
 
The American Association of Law Librarians report was added to Committee reports.  
Agenda was approved. 
 
3. Janice Simmons-Welburn, Candidate for ACRL President (time certain 4 to 4:10 
p.m.) 
 
Ms. Simmons-Welburn states that she is at Marquette University and noted that she has 
been an academic librarian for almost 30 years in public services and other areas in 
academic libraries.  She commented that she has been involved in ALA and ACRL, in 
particular.  She opened the floor for questions. 
Are there any changes you’d like to see in ACRL?  Change will come as a result of the 
Strategic Plan.   
Do you have a theme?  We should build on our strengths.   
Ms. Simmons-Welburn concluded by encouraging everyone to attend the candidate 
forum. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes of General Membership Meeting 6/25/2007 
 
Minutes were approved as distributed. 
 
4a.  Announcements 
 
Ann Marshall, LPSS Vice-Chair, asked members to consider serving on an LPSS 
committee and let her know of their interest.  Members can indicate interest online and 
Ann will get the needed information.   
Kelly announced that the website is being updated.  She announced the LPSS schedule 
for Annual:  Saturday, June 26 – Executive Committee meets; LPSS Program is 1:30pm-
3:30pm; Marta Lange/CQ Award Reception is 4:00pm-5:30pm.  Sunday, June 27 – All 
Committee meetings are 8am-10am; LPSS General Membership meeting is 10:30am-
11:30am; Research Panel is 4:00pm-5:30pm. She reported on the ACRL Bylaws 
changes that may be on the March ballot: establishing Interest Groups and 
discontinuation of section bylaws, moving to operations manual instead.  The LPSS 
Program at Annual is entitled “Direct Democracy – Initiatives and Referendums.”  LPSS 
will also co-sponsor an all-day pre-conference with GODORT on Thursday, June 26 
entitled “Got Elections! Informing the Public.”  Registration is $125 for LPSS members. 
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5. ACRL Council of Liaisons 
 
Connie Stoner distributed copies of the application.  This would create a formal liaison 
relationship with the American Political Science Association.  An ACRL recognized 
formal relationship includes money for the designated representative to travel to APSA 
conferences for three years with responsibility to report back to ACRL and LPSS.  Meryl 
provided one correction to the application; there is no formal relationship with AALL. It 
was moved to approve, with the changes agreed upon at the Executive Committee 
meeting, and submit to ACRL.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
6. APSA Pre-conference Report 
 
Bruce Pencek noted that a report appeared in the Spring LPSS News.  The Pre-
conference came in under budget as a result of local contacts and involvement.  
GODORT is interested in doing this again.  Bruce prefers that the presenters change 
from event to event.  This was a free event and more librarians attended than APSA 
members. Nine people attended: five librarians and four APSA members.  There was a 
question about whether charging a registration fee and holding it closer to the 
conference would draw greater attendance.  Kelly suggested involving a local ACRL 
chapter in the location city or area.  Bruce asked for topics that might be of interest to 
APSA.  Suggestions were assessment, research support of teaching, economics of 
information. 
 
7. Committee Reports 
 
Nominating Committee / Susan Parker, Chair 
Susan reported that the committee succeeding in filling the slate for the election.  The 
candidates for Member-at-large are Binh Le and Lisa Norberg; Erik Estep is running 
unopposed for Vice-Chair/Chair Elect. 
 
American Association of Law Librarians / Merle Slyhoff 
Merle reported that AALL has a new director.  The organization is developing a model 
law on authentication of state materials.  They are beginning a Leadership Institute in 
October.  Bob Oakley, Director, Georgetown University Law School Library, and past 
president of AALL, died about 6 weeks ago.  He served as the AALL Washington Affairs 
director and worked to bring legal changes for all libraries in the area of information 
science.  Bob was still active in the organization and will be greatly missed.   
 
Vendor/Publisher Review Committee / Graham Walden, Chair 
 In Graham’s absence Barbara Morgan reported that the Committee identified several 
resources to review.   
 
Library Instruction Committee / Kathi Fountain, Chair 
Kathi reported that the Discussion Group topic on Sunday will be the Political Science 
Information Literacy Standards.  The Political Science Research Competency Guidelines 
were submitted to ACRL and they have received the comments.  They are currently 
responding and the Guidelines will be finalized.  Then they will be posted to the website.  
The Committee has allocated responsibilities for a pathfinder for the annual program. 
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Marta Lange/CQ Award Committee / Brian Coutts, Chair 
Brian reported that there were several nominations and the Committee has identified a 
recipient. 
 
Publications Committee / Dennis Lambert, Chair 
The Committee is working on the idea of having two webmasters with overlapping terms.  
Chad Kahl will serve as Webmaster through annual 2009.  Bruce will serve as Editor of 
LPSS News through 2010.  They are also considering changes to the website and 
having two listservs, one for announcements and one for discussion.  The 
announcements listserv would include the entire LPSS membership and individuals 
wouldn’t be able to opt out.  The Newsletter deadline is March 10.   
 
Membership Committee / Bruce Pencek, Chair 
Bruce reported that contact with new members is being routinized.  LPSS Membership is 
dropping off slowly.  The Committee contacted non-members who attended the annual 
program.   
 

Review and Planning Committee / Connie Stoner, Chair  
Connie noted that the Committee’s responsibility is to ensure that LPSS is in line 
with ACRL.  On Friday she attended the ACRL training for ACRL E.J. Josey 
Spectrum Mentor Program and has a packet of information that members can 
refer to for further information.  LPSS may want to consider having an LPSS 
member participate as a mentor and sponsor the protégé’s attendance at LPSS 
meetings.  
 
General membership comments  
Barbara Norelli noted that there was no discount for early registration for 
Midwinter unless a member selected the “bundle” registration option for both 
conferences.  ALA was criticized for not informing the membership about 
changes in registration rates.  Barbara asked the Executive Committee to 
express its concern about this situation.  
 
8. Attending give-aways 
Kelly concluded the meeting with the anticipated door prize drawings.  The six 
items, including four Reading Terminal gift certificates, were big hits. 
 
 


