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LPSS Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
ALA Midwinter, January 12, 2008, 10:30am to noon 

Marriott Philadelphia, Franklin 13, Philadelphia  
 
Present: Kelly Janousek, Chair, Bruce Pencek, Kathi Fountain, Brian Coutts,  
Ann Marshall, Chad Kahl, Beth Dupuis, ACRL Board Liaison, Mary Gilles, Recorder 
Guest: John Hernandez, GODORT Liaison 
 
1.  Call to Order. 
 
Kelly called the meeting to order at 10:30am and introduced the members. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes. 
 
Minutes from the 2007 ALA Annual Conference were approved. 
 
3. Approval of Agenda. 
 
Kelly added LPSS Program Update under New Business.  Ann added LPSS Committee 
Appointments under New Business. The agenda was approved with those additions. 
 
4. Announcements 
 
Kelly read an announcement from ALA: The 2008 ALA Election Committee has advised 
divisions that in order to vote in the 2008 ALA Election, members must have dues paid in 
full as of January 31, 2008.  If your membership lapsed on December 31, 2007, you will 
not be permitted to participate in the 2008 ALA Election.  Please share this information 
on your section discussion lists and encourage your members to vote when the polls 
open on March 17, 2008. 
 
Kathi announced that she has received ACRL comments to the Political Science 
Competency Guidelines.  Kathi and Barbara Norelli are responding to the comments and 
anticipate finalizing the Guidelines soon. 
 
5. ACRL President Candidates. 
 
a. Janice Simmons-Wells (at general membership meeting)  
  
b. Lori Goetsch (approx. 11:30 to Noon) 
Lori noted that she is currently Director at Kansas State and her experience is in public 
services.  She has been involved in the ACRL Strategic Plan. She encouraged 
attendance at the candidate forum.  She asked if members had any questions.   
What in the strategic Plan appeals to you personally?  She responded it is research and 
programming around the changing workforce and environment; for example, technology, 
archival issues, and institutional repositories.   
Dues and other costs are high.  Are divisions still relevant with such strict boundaries?  
There are historical legacies around divisions. 
Lori concluded by reminding members that information about the candidates is available.  
There is a candidate forum at conference on Sunday. 
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6. *Old Business* 
 
a. ACRL Council of Liaison application (M. Gilles) 
Mary presented the draft that Connie Stoner, with her assistance, has developed.  Beth 
was asked how many formal liaisons ACRL already recognizes. The number is eight.  
Beth noted that the designation of Liaison includes travel funds.  She also stated that 
approval is not automatic; there is no set number of liaisons available, and some 
applications stay on the proposed list for some years.  Beth commented that she thought 
that LPSS has a good application.  Bruce recommended listing the variety of APSA 
subsections. Other suggestions were: make clear in the proposal that the application is 
with APSA itself not its Education Section, add the 2009 APSA conference involvement 
in the application, and expand on the history of LPSS involvement with ALSA.  There 
was a motion to approve the application with the additions of LPSS’ history of working 
with APSA, the inclusion of some relevant APSA sections, plans for future involvement 
with APSA, and a change in the tense of last part of the application.  The motion was 
seconded and approved. 

 
b.GODORT 2008 ALA Annual Pre-Conference (J. Hernandez) 
John summarized the plans for the pre-conference that LPSS is co-sponsoring.  It is 
titled “Got Elections! Informing the Public” and is scheduled for Thursday, June 26, 2008 
at California State University Fullerton.  The main speaker is Rhodes Cook, political 
analyst, retired from Congressional Quarterly. There will several presentations focusing 
on election information.  The format is: 
1.  Who decides – voter information; 
2.  Who runs – information on candidates and campaign finance sources, emphasizing 
state and local information; 
3.  Simultaneous sessions: public opinions and ballot initiatives; 
4.  Who wins – resources for election results; 
5.  Wrap up session featuring a public and an academic librarian who describe an effort 
they’ve undertaken. 
Registration is $125 for GODORT and LPSS members, $150 for ALA members, and 
$200 for retired members and $100 for students and includes a continental breakfast.  
John is investigating providing transportation from the Convention Center to Fullerton. 
 
c. Web Page (C. Kahl) 
Chad related the process for getting training which occurred in December.  He reported 
that there’s a new content management system on the way.  Some of its features will 
enable improvement of the website.  Chad suggested reviewing other ACRL websites for 
ideas.  He applauded the recent decision to have a “backup” to the webmaster.  Kelly 
clarified that appointed positions do have terms of two years, with a two-year renewal.  
Brian asked if the website had photo capabilities, with the idea of including a photo of the 
Marta Lange Award winner.  Chad stated that photos are possible, but suggested links 
to the Wiki for extensive photos. There was support for identifying a person to serve as 
backup webmaster, then two people could rotate the role.  
 
d. Action Plan and Status (A. Marshall) 
Ann reported that Action Plans are fairly new in ACRL.  It’s a way to connect the ACRL 
Strategic Plan to the sections with funding to achieve their goals.  Ann developed three 
plans; ACRL funded one of them.   
1. Member training and technical enhancements to the website – not funded.  ACRL is in 
transition with the website. 
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2. Host a reception for a speaker at 2009 ACRL  Conference – not funded. This may be 
possible without funding. 
3. Host a booth at the 2009 APSA Conference.  The cycle was too late for the 2008 
Conference. – funded.  The APSA Conference will be in Toronto. We may be able to get 
some “booth” advice from ACRL.  Additional funds for a banner or tablecloth with the 
LPSS logo might be possible from section regular funds.  It was moved and seconded to 
get a banner with this year’s funds that can be used permanently. The motion passed. 
 
e. LPSS master schedule 
This item was deferred in the interest of time. 
 
7.* New Business* 
 
a. Discussion with ACRL Board Liaison: Beth Dupuis 
Beth reported on the ACRL Leadership meeting. The group discussed the idea of 
establishing an entity called “Interest Group” to provide a forum for new 
topics/issues/common interests.  A “Committee of Practice” might be an example of an 
interest group. The criteria would include a three-year sunset date and a membership of 
twenty-five people.  The ACRL Board will be voting on the issue; if approved a Bylaws 
revision would be on the ballot.  Bruce suggested the idea of matching people with 
potential interest groups. 
Beth also reported that bylaws may be discontinued at the section level and replaced 
with standing rules or an operations manual. 
ALA is looking at graduated dues, but that won’t be on the ballot this year. 
ACRL encourages sections to propose Action Plans that are broad and focus on big 
ideas. 
 
b. LPSS Program for 2008 ALA Annual Conference Update 
Kelly noted that planning is behind schedule.  The title is “Direct Democracy” and the 
topic is initiatives and referendums.  Forms for the program need to be submitted by 
January 22.  Bruce suggested the Claremont Institute for potential speakers.  Chad 
suggested USC and will contact someone there. It was noted that the LPSS Pathfinder 
could be included with the GODORT Pre-Conference materials.  Kelly will proceed with 
the assistance that was offered. 
 
c. LPSS Committee Appointments 
Ann asked that members let her know of potential members for LPSS committees.  She 
will make appointments soon. 
 
8.  Adjournment 
 
Kelly adjourned the meeting at 12:00pm. 


