
LPSS Executive Committee Minutes 

January 20, 2007. 10:30am, ALA Midwinter 2007, Seattle 

W Seattle, Studio 5 

 

 

Present: Kathi Carlisle Fountain, Adam Burling (ACRL), Chad Kahl, Kelly Janousek Bruce 

Pencek, Lorena O’English (Recorder), Connie Stoner. 

 

 

1. The Minutes from ALA Annual 2007 were approved. 

 

2. Additions to the Agenda: Web Page Review Task Force. 

 

3. Scott Walter, candidate for ACRL President, spoke to the group and responded to questions. 

 

4. Erika Linke, candidate for ACRL President, spoke to the group and responded to questions.  

(Note: this actually occurred later in the meeting but has been moved back to the original place 

on the agenda) 

 

5. Q&A with Adam Burling, ACRL’s Section Liaison to LPSS: 

Adam talked about ALA’s Content Management System – it’s awaiting a big switch which has 

been delayed due to the supplier). He also noted Stephanie Orphan is now on the LPSS list, 

along with him, as a way to stay more in touch with the section. There was a discussion of the 

new all-sections ACRL volunteer form (www.acrl.org/volunteer) which is intended to 

standardize the volunteer process for all ACRL Sections and their committees. There was a 

discussion of ALA’s Online Communities social networking site (http://communities.ala.org) 

and Lorena noted that there needed to be more training; Adam said ALA was working on a 

template space for all members. Kathi asked if access could be private; Adam responded that 

both public and private access levels were possible. Some sections have appointed a liaison to 

Online Communities.  

 

Old Business 

 

1. Bylaws Update: 

A. Kathi reported that in the future we may be able to do away with our Bylaws to allow more 

flexibility in the sections, based on some information she heard at the Leadership Council.  

B. Kathi reported she had submitted a request to the ACRL Bylaws Committee regarding adding 

the LPSS Webmaster to the Executive Committee. She has not yet heard back. 

 

2. Political Science Research Competency Guidelines Approval Vote: 

There was a discussion about the Guidelines, and about their relationship with the Repository of 

Examples. It was noted that the Repository had been expanded in December based on input 

provided during the LPSS online chat in November (focusing on the Standards) to include more 

examples. There was some concern about the Repository, and Kathi noted that the Repository is 

intended to be a living document, with new examples being added. There was a discussion about 

how to operationalize the Standards and Repository (especially to make sure the Repository was 

http://www.acrl.org/volunteer
http://communities.ala.org/


seen in the context of the Standards, and not on its own), and it was suggested that both include 

links to each other. Kathi noted that based on the ACRL Tipsheet for creating new discipline-

based information literacy standards, we left our both our sources consulted and a history of the 

development process. We also need to emphasize that this is a living document, and it has a 

process for review of indicators and outcomes (the structure) and the examples 

(operationalization). Bruce suggested also emphasizing the assessment aspect of the examples. 

Connie noted that since the Standards and Repository will be web-based, there should be a place 

where people can give input. Lorena suggested creating a companion wiki for discussion 

purposes. There was discussion of whether there is a mechanism within the organization to ask 

for input through any means, and it was suggested that this be given to the Education Task Force. 

Bruce note that the Instruction Committee maybe needs to be expanded or repurposed, and Kathi 

agreed that the Task Force had been set up only temporarily and that the Education Committee 

might be able to serve as the oversight committee for the Standards and Repository. After this 

discussion, the Executive Committee voted unanimously in favor of adopting the Standards, with 

the associated Repository, and now the issue will go to ACRL. 

 

3. APSA Liaisons Update: 

Connie reported that an LPSS liaison to APSA may not have to have a separate person as the 

corresponding APSA liaison to LPSS; however the LPSS liaison would have to be a member of 

APSA. She reminded the Committee that there are travel funds available for two meetings a 

year. Kathi noted that the position would have a competitive application process, with term 

limits. Connie will present this to the ACRL Council of Liaisons.  

 

New Business: 

 

1. Announcement: ACRL is doing more with sections at the 2007 ACRL Conference, and Ann 

Marshall will be representing LPSS at a “Dinner with Colleagues” event.  

 

2. Announcement: Barbara Norelli and Ann Marshall will be hosting a discussion section at 

ACRL on the impact of Google on libraries, students, and librarianship. Barbara asked the 

Executive Committee to endorse the proposal on behalf of LPSS; this was agreed to. 

 

3. Proposed GODORT 2008 ALA Annual Preconference: 

This was brought up by John Hernandez; Kathi provided information in John’s absence. 

GODORT is working on a pre-conference on finding political data and is interested in LPSS co-

sponsorship. After discussion it was decided we were interested; Kathi will talk to John for get 

more information. 

 

4. Web Page Review Task Force: 

Chad noted he has had issues updating the LPSS webpage because of the delay in changing the 

ALA website’s CMS, but was finally able to update the site. He noted he needed a backup 

webmaster with web design experience. This will probably be discussed in the Publications 

Committee meeting. It was noted that there had previously been a Webpage Review Task Force 

which had not worked at that time, so maybe it was time to revisit it. Bruce suggested the task 

force be an advisory committee made of representatives from all the LPSS committees. Kathi 

noted the website needed more content, and mentioned the BRASS website as an exemplar, both 



for its content and its rotation of responsibility. Bruce noted that based on his conversations with 

members of APSA, political scientists are looking for a clearinghouse of information. Kathi 

encouraged the Publications Committee to work on this.  

 


