
 

 

LPSS Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

ALA Annual, Saturday June 23rd, 2007, 10:30 am to noon 

J.W. Marriott room Cannon, Washington D.C. 

Last Updated:  June 29th, 2007. 

 

Present:  Kathi Fountain, Kelly Janousek, Ann Marshall, Adam Burling, Bruce Pencek, 

Brian Coutts, Mary Gilles, Connie Stoner.  Recorder:  Ann Marshall 

 

I.  Minutes and Agenda:  Minutes from ALA Midwinter 2007 were approved, with 

minor typographical changes.  The agenda for the current meeting was adopted with no 

changes. 

 

II.  Q & A with Adam Burling (ACRL's Sections Liaison): 

 

 This year ALA/ACRL began an online system for the nomination/appointment 

process for committee positions.  Kelly Janousek reported a problem with members 

who checked the box for privacy (with regard to mailings, etc., etc.) in their ALA 

member settings.  For these members, Kelly needed to ask the member to change 

their settings in order for the person to be entered into the online system.  Given this 

situation, Kelly relied on paper forms for some of her committee positions or had to 

contact Adam for assistance.  We encouraged ACRL to consider better ways to deal 

with this privacy issue in light of the nomination process – either to change the 

language that described this setting and/or to make the privacy issue not pertain to 

those individuals who are members of the section for section business.  Adam Burling 

encouraged us to be in touch with him if we encountered specific difficulties with this 

system.   

 ACRL is sponsoring "ACRL 101," which is an orientation event for first time 

attendees to ALA.  They piloted this event at ACRL and it was very successful.  

ACRL 101 conflicted with our committee meetings at ALA Annual 2007.  Adam 

assured us that in future years (now that ACRL 101 is beyond the pilot stage), ACRL 

will alert us to the timing of ACRL 101, so that we may plan accordingly. 

 The membership chair now receives membership reports that include information on 

our new members and those who have dropped their membership.  Adam will make 

sure that the entire Executive Committee receives these reports.  

 Kathi Fountain asked whether Action Plan Proposals might cover the cost of some of 

our members to attend ACRL conferences.  Adam said that he thinks that these funds 

can not be used in this manner, but that we should contact David Connolly about 

Action Plan procedural matters.   

 

III. Old Business 

 

 Bylaws Update, Kathi Founation:  Our bylaws changes were approved by ACRL.  

Our webmaster will be added to the executive committee and our manual will be 

updated. 

 APSA Liaisons Update, Connie Stoner:  Connie has been in contact with our 

Council Liaison (Julie Cardona, who was followed by Francis) in regard to our 



 

 

proposed liaison relationship with the American Political Science Association 

(APSA).  One reason to establish this "official" relationship is that an official liaison 

could receive travel funds.  So, the next step is to prepare paper work to submit to 

ACRL.  Then, ACRL would approach APSA in regard to this liaison relationship.  

More details are included in a report submitted by Connie.  The report refers to a 

relationship with APSA Political Science Education Section.  The Executive 

Committee decided to generalize the proposal to not just PSE, but the entire APSA.  

Also, there are limited "slots" for liaisons, so it will be ACRL's decision whether our 

proposal is accepted.  In addition, the Executive Committee will pursue an informal 

relationship, such as the role that Merle Slyoff plays for AALL.  In addition, Bruce 

Pencek suggested we consider what benefits APSA members might receive, such as a 

free vendor pass.  Mary Gilles will work with Connie Stoner to prepare the proposal 

for ACRL.  After the proposal is complete, the Executive Committee will vote 

electronically to forward the document to the Council of Liaisons.  Adam said that we 

are able, with informal liaisons, to give funds to support travel to non-ACRL 

conferences, for example, out of our basic services fund.  If we choose to do this, it 

was suggested that the funds be shared equitably among all the informal liaison 

relationships.  In addition, we might consider additional liaison relationships, such as 

with associations related to public administration.   

 ACRL Dinner with Colleagues, Ann Marshall:  At the ACRL conference in 

Baltimore, ACRL sponsored a “dinner with colleagues” event and LPSS hosted one 

of the dinners.  Roughly 12 people attended.  Attendees enjoyed themselves and there 

was a good mix of active LPSS members and newcomers.  Ann passed around 

pictures taken at the event and also has a sign-in sheet with names of several people 

who would like to be added to the LPSS listserv. 

 APSA Pre-conference Planning Report, Bruce Pencek, and Action Plan Funding, 

Kathi Fountain.    Bruce reported on the plans for the pre-conference scheduled to 

take place at APSA’s 2007 annual conference.  It will be held at Chicago Kent Law 

School and there is no fee to attend. Bruce has heard from several faculty expressing 

interest in the event.  Kathi Fountain submitted an ACRL action plan centered on this 

event which was subsequently funded by ACRL.  Funds have been allocated to cover 

APSA registration costs for LPSS members organizing the event ($800), material (i.e. 

printing) costs ($100), and facility/food costs ($500).  ACRL allocated funds do not 

need to be spent, but funds are allocated on a “use it or lose it” basis.  ACRL requires 

that an assessment tool be used to gauge the extent to which the objectives of the 

event were met.  Funds will be allocated as reimbursements. 

 Education Task Force, Kathi Fountain:  Currently two “experts,” Jennifer Dorner 

and Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe, are reviewing our LPSS Information Literacy standards 

and will make a recommendation to ACRL.  In addition, Kathi Fountain is working 

on a web version with hyperlinks of the LPSS Standards, in order to make the 

document more user-friendly.  Kathi proposed (and the Executive Committee voted in 

affirmatively) that we abolish the Education Task force and move the work of the task 

force into the Instruction Committee.  There was discussion about whether we should 

reallocate any of the existing work of the committee.  For now, we will not reallocate 

any existing work of the Instruction Committee, revisiting this issue in one year.   



 

 

 LPSS Webpage Redesign, Kathi Fountain.  After some discussion, it was decided 

that the Publication Committee (instead of a temporary Web Page Review Task 

Force) would take on a new charge to “beef up” LPSS’s “web presence.”   This 

charge will have two parts: 1) to come up with a proposal of significant enhancements 

and/or changes in terms of the “form and function” (such as wiki software, blogging, 

etc) of the website by ALA midwinter and 2) to add content to the website as 

appropriate over the next year.  Questions about ALA website functionality can be 

directed to David Price and/or Stephanie (?).  In addition, the publications committee 

will seek feedback from the membership about our website, for example, by 

conducting an online survey with the assistance of Adam Burling. 

 GODORT Pre-conference at ALA Annual 2008, Kathi Fountain:  John 

Hernandez, our GODORT liaison, has approached LPSS, asking if we’d cosponsor 

GODORT’s planned 2008 pre-conference.  John will make this invitation at the LPSS 

General Membership Meeting. 

 

IV. New Business: 

 

 Establish a LPSS Master Schedule, Kathi Fountain:    Mary Gilles, who is also 

active in BRASS, proposed that we create a consistent schedule for LPSS activities so 

that all members can volunteer with a clear sense of their obligations.  There was not 

time to discuss this proposal at length, but there appeared to be initial interest in 

exploring this proposal. 

 

V. Adjourn  

 

 


