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Minutes: LPSS General Membership Meeting, June 27, 2007  
ALA Annual Meeting, 8-11 am.  

Hamilton Crowne Plaza, Franklin Park Room  
Washington D.C. Recorder, Ann Marshall.  

Last Updated: June 29th, 2007.  
 

I. Welcome & Introductions  
 
II. Past Minutes & Agenda: Both the agenda and minutes were approved.  
 
III. Liaison Reports  
GODORT Liaison, John Hernandez: GODORT has been working on how to 
define and implement virtual member-ship and are currently involved in a pilot 
project where a virtual environment will be created. Virtual membership might be 
a very useful way for LPSS members to participate in GODORT, especially for 
those LPSS members who cannot attend GODORT meetings in person.  
AALL Liaison, Merle Slyhoff: Merle was not in attendance, so the AALL report 
was postponed.  
 
IV. Task Force Reports  
APSA Pre-conference – Bruce Pencek, Chair: LPSS and GODORT will 
cosponsor a pre-conference short course on "Maximizing the Value of Your 
Library for Scholarship and Teaching" at APSA on August 29th at the Chicago-
Kent College of Law. There is no charge for attendees. Please encourage faculty 
at your institution to attend.  
Education Task Force – Kathi Fountain: Two experts are currently reviewing 
the disciplinary information literacy standards created by the LPSS Education 
Task Force. The LPSS Executive Committee voted to disband the Education 
Task Force and to move the work of this group into the Instruction Committee. 
Kathi Fountain is currently working on a web version of the LPSS Information 
Literacy standards.  
 
V. Committee Reports  
2007 Annual Program Committee – Erik Estep, Chair. LPSS had a very 
successful official program yesterday. Speaker Jason Zengerle was very well 
received (as evidenced by the very positive evaluations) and we had an 
attendance of roughly 350 people. Scheduled speaker Eric Alterman, who was a 
no-show for our event, was also was not present for his book signing with 
Penguin, also scheduled for June 23rd.  
2008 Annual Program Committee – Kelly Janousek, LPSS Chair. The 2008 
proposed program centers on public policy and state level referendum initiatives. 
This will have wide appeal, since only two states have no referendum process.  
Instruction Committee - Erik Estep, Chair. The path-finder for the 2007 
program has been posted online. The pathfinder is very strong again this year 
and very popular with program attendees. The work of the Education Task force 
will be folded into the Instruction Committee.  
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Marta Lange/CQ Award - Brian Coutts, Chair: Brian Coutts was unable to 
attend because of a scheduling conflict. Marta Lange event was held at the CQ 
offices this year, which was successful. There was a discussion about whether 
we preferred to have the Marta Lange event at lunch or at dinner, and either in a 
hotel or off-site. One disadvantage of a dinner time-slot is a higher cost for food. 
However, if the event was held in a restaurant or another location other than a 
hotel, this might mitigate the cost of an evening event and even be cheaper than 
a lunch time event held in a hotel. Also, an evening dinner or reception might be 
more convenient for LPSS members, allowing members to attend other program 
events or meetings during the day. Kathi Fountain took an informal poll that 
indicated that most all of the people present were supportive of an evening 
reception.  
Membership Committee - Lorena O'English, Chair: ACRL adopted a common 
look/feel to the LPSS brochure, which altered some of the committee's plans for 
the brochure. The new brochure is now available. The membership committee 
will be involved in updating the manual. Also, the committee is involved in 
regional outreach, which is described in the most recent LPSS newsletter. The 
commit-tee is working on a way to acknowledge when LPSS members receive 
tenure and promotion. Also, there is now a Face-book group for Law and Political 
Science. Members can add themselves. Susan Parker will attend ACRL 101, 
also being held this morning, where she will hand out brochures, etc. to first time 
ALA attendees.  
Nominating Committee - Merle Slyhoff/Susan Parker, Chairs '07/08: The 
Committee is working to fill the slate of candidates (ideally two candidates per 
race) for two positions: Member at Large and Vice Chair/Chair Elect. LPSS 
members are encouraged to send their recommendations of candidates to the 
Nominating Committee.  
Publications Committee - Dennis Lambert, Chair: ALA is in the process of 
developing a new content management system, which should make managing 
the website easier. There have been several delays in releasing this system. In 
the LPSS minutes from 2006, the LPSS logo was discussed, but there is no 
recollection within the committee about a potential new logo, so it was decided to 
drop this issue. The committee has been given a charge to reassess the web-site 
and to consult with our membership about their needs/ interests for the LPSS 
website. Kelly Janousek is in the process of identifying a back-up website 
manager, plus a new listserv moderator.  
Review & Planning - Lynne Rudasill, Chair: Lynne suggested that the past 
chair (as opposed to the past past chair) might be a better head of this 
committee, given that the past past chair may be less cognizant of current 
section activities. It was noted that the Political Information Day is  
still included in our strategic plan, even though this project is not longer pursued 
by LPSS. Dorothy Ann Washington, Board Liaison, will double check on how 
revisions can be made to the LPSS Strategic Plan. It was suggested that more 
be done to reach out the Spectrum Scholars. Also, a current key priority is to 
make LPSS's liaison relationships more official — we may also want to consider 
how this impacts current and new liaison possibilities, such as AALL, GODORT, 
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International Studies Association, etc. Is there a public list of our current 
affiliations? Also, it might be valuable to create a repository on our website with 
information about who published what and other honors that our members have 
received. In addition, Brian's speech for Binh Le would be a very nice addition to 
the website.  
Vendor/Publisher Review Committee - Graham Walden, Chair: The 
committee will review PAIS, in terms of the changes regarding indexed material. 
In addition, the committee will pursue theme-based reviews, such as Supreme 
Court resources. In addition to the newsletter, the committee will post its reviews 
to the LPSS listserv, since a timely review is often more valuable.  
 
VI. Section Business  
Election Results: Kathi Fountain thanked all members who were candidates in 
the 2006 LPSS elections.  
LPSS Executive Committee Update: 1) Connie Stoner and Mary Gilles will be 
compiling and submitting paper work to create an official ALA/ACRL liaison with 
APSA. An advantage of this relationship is that ACRL/ALA then offers travel 
funds to this liaison. If granted, LPSS would be able to nominate an "official" 
liaison, who must be an APSA member, to a 3 year term. LPSS is also pursuing 
informal liaison relationships. 2) Education Task Force is disbanded. Work will be 
continued by Instruction Committee. 3) Planning for a GODORT pre-conference 
is underway for 2008, which will focus on political data related to the 2008 
election. LPSS members can attend at a discounted rate of $125. PLA has 
expressed an interest in helping identify speakers. LPSS is invited to be a partner 
in the planning of this event: in name only, or with a financial contribution, etc. 
Since the LPSS 2008 program will focus on referendums, the GODORT pre-
conference can deemphasize this topic for the pre-conference event. 4) Mary 
Gilles and other Executive Committee members will explore the possibility of 
standardizing the LPSS meeting schedule, to ease planning and help members 
who are involved in multiple sections.  
Membership & Volunteer Recruitment: The nominations process is now online 
and ACRL is still working out the kinks. There are still committee positions open, 
so Kelly Janousek is very interested in hearing from people who are interested in 
serving on a committee.  
ACRL Update: ACRL is in the process of reviewing its Information Literacy 
Competency Standards for Higher Education, which is a requirement of the 
ACRL process.  
Door Prize Drawing: Members present were thanked for their time and 
involvement with fun and cool door prizes. Those attending LPSS for the first 
time received two tickets for door prizes.  
 
V. Adjourn 

 


