
MINUTES 

LPPS General Membership Meeting 

January 21, 2006, 2:30-5:30, San Antonio 

Marriott Plaza-Hildago BR C 

 

I.  Welcome and Introductions 

 

II.  Approval of minutes from ALA Annual Conference 2005 in Chicago 

 

III.  Liaison Reports 

 AALL Report: submitted by Merle Slyhoff.  AALL's new Strategic Directions were adopted this 

summer and can be viewed at http://www.aallnet.org/strategic/. Unlike previous strategic plans, the 

implementation plan is left up to committees, chapters, etc.  AALL held an Education Summit in fall 

of 2005 and created task forces to examine 1) a new calendaring system, 2) changing roles of various 

stakeholders within the organization and 3) a model for funding educational initiatives.  AALL is 

actively involved in leadership training within AALL and recently published it's AALL Guide to 

Fair Business Practices for Legal Publishers, available at:  

http://www.aallnet.org/about/fair_practice_guide.asp. 

 ACRL Board - Connie Saylers:  ACRL has a new strategic plan.  Highlights include professional 

development opportunities and efforts towards less redundancy, improving the quality of content and 

delivery, improved timeliness, a repurposing of content, less formality, and no requirement to 

sponsor an annual program.    ACRL will have non-library members on their board as well as 

experts on information technology. 

 

IV.  Committee Reports 

 

 Conference Planning 2006 - Bruce Pencek/Ann Marshall.    The new title, revised after Katrina, is:  

Beyond Katrina:  Politics, Race and Law.  The three confirmed speakers include:  Wayne Parent, 

author of Inside the Carnival:  Unmasking Louisiana Politics, Warren Billings, specializing in 

Louisiana legal history, and Adolph Reed, author of a recent Nation article called "De-Classifying the 

Hurricane." 

 Conference Planning 2007 - Ann Marshall/Erik Estep.  The Committee has begun to brainstorm 

themes for the 2007 program, which will be in Washington D.C.  The Committee is very interested in 

building a program around blogs, which is the focus of the LPSS discussion session, which will meet 

on Monday Jan 23rd, 8:00 am to 10:00 am.  Also, Aimee Quinn, the current chair of GODORT, is 

interested in collaborating with LPSS on a program.  Kathleen Johnson of LES (kjohnson6@unl.edu) 

is interested in organizing a program around the theme of politics and literature.  Deadline for the 

initial program proposal is May 1, 2006. 

 Library Instruction:  The committee is preparing a pathfinder for the New Orleans conference 

program.   Barbara Norelli will compile a bibliography of the conference speakers' publications.  

Christopher Palazollo and Atifa Rawan will work on a list of resources about emergency relief and 

Katrina.   Erik Estep will collate and edit this information into a Pathfinder. 

 Marta Lange/CQ Award – Binh Le:  the committee met via email December thru January to review 

and then select the 2006 award winner.  The award winner will be announced shortly after ALA 

Midwinter.  Lisa Norberg and Brian Coutts will coordinate the 2006 award luncheon.  An invitation 

will be circulated soon. 

 Membership Committee – Kelly Janousek:  An updated membership brochure is being developed.  

Other membership recruitment activities being pursued include:  an LPSS bookmark, reaching out to 

library schools, a possible reception after the LPSS program held in the same room as the program, 

and contacting members of the Louisiana Library Association prior to ALA 2006. The Committee will 

http://www.aallnet.org/strategic/
http://www.aallnet.org/about/fair_practice_guide.asp


ask ACRL staff member Megan Bielefield about how much flexibility exists for spending ACRL 

funds.   

 Nominating Committee – Jan Lewis:  Two members have been nominated for LPSS Chair:  Kelly 

Janousek and Lorena O'English. 

 Publications Committee – Dennis Lambert:  Catherine Shreve's term as newsletter editor ends after 

the spring newsletter.  Then, a new newsletter editor will be needed.  March 15
th

 is the deadline for 

newsletter submissions.  Our new webmaster, Chad Kahl, will be trained by ACRL and then will be 

able to update the LPSS website.  The listserv has been bombarded by spam.  Only half our 

membership is on the liststserv.  There was a discussion about whether we might automatically join all 

members to the listserv.  The decision made was not to add existing members, but that we will add 

new members the listserv. 

 Review and Planning Committee – Susan Parker:  The committee is working on developing an 

LPSS strategic plan, with a deadline of June.  A draft will be publicized in the newsletter and listserv, 

with a request for comments. 

 Vendor and Publisher Relations Committee – Fadi Harissi Dagher:  A review of PROL will be 

included in the spring issue of the newsletter.  A review of Westlaw Campus Research and LexisNexis 

is scheduled for the fall newsletter. A request will be sent to the LPSS listserv asking for feedback and 

comments on CIAO, LexisNexis and Westlaw Campus Research.  Fadi Dagher will 1) suggest to CQ 

Press that they compile election results for the State and Local level and 2) inquire with Sage about a 

public administration online journal collection.  The committee is working on planning a vendor 

relations event at 2007 ALA Annual. 

 

V.  Task Force Reports: 

 

 LPSS Education Task Force: submitted by Barbara Norelli.  The Task Force has revised and edited 

the LPSS Political Science Research Competency Guidelines.  The Guidelines were distributed to 

the LPSS listserv on January 18th, 2006 and will be posted to the LPSS website.  Professor Leanne 

Powner, of the U. of Michigan approached Barbara Norelli, asking permission to use the Guidelines.  

Prof. Powner will include the Guidelines on a CD-ROM of resources to be distributed at APSA's 

Teaching & Learning Conference.   

 

VI.  Old & New Business 

 

 Research and Scholarship Activities:  Plans for a peer-review style conference program are still in 

the early planning stages.  Erik Estep is facilitating a discussion on blogs on Monday Jan 23 from 

8:00 am to 10:00 am.  There are tentative plans for LPSS-sponsored opportunities to present or 

publish on this topic.  Aimee Quinn, Godort Chair, said there might be an opportunity for a special 

issue of Government Information. 

 ACRL Online community software: is still in beta, but offers lots of possibility.  The software is 

fairly straightforward, quite similar to course management software, with a web-based interface and 

robust online help.  The hope is that this software might help facilitate virtual meetings. 

 APSA Activities and APSA Travel Grant:  Bruce Pencek attended APSA last fall and, along with 

several other APSA members, will attend the APSA Teaching and Learning Conference in February 

2006.  His efforts have focused on publicizing the research guidelines and getting feedback on these 

standards.  LPSS co-hosted and CQ funded a reception at APSA 2005.  Connie Salyers announced 

that travel grants, funded by ACRL, are available to fund  registration costs for attending the 2006 

Teaching and Learning Conference as well as the 2007 APSA Annual Meetings. 

 Sections Council Report and ALA Dues Increase:  At the 2005 ALA Annual in Chicago, the 

Sections Council developed an environmental scan and then received input.  ACRL will be repeating 



this process every year.  ALA has proposed a dues increase of $10 each year for 3 years (e.g. $30 

total).  There will be an opportunity to vote on this in March. 


