
MINUTES 

 

LPSS General Membership Meeting 

June 25th, 2006, 10:30 am - noon, ALA Annual New Orleans 

Sheraton New Orleans, Napoleon BR C1/C2,  

Recorder:  Ann Marshall (updated, July 15, 2006) 

 

I.  Welcome and Introductions: Connie Salyers Stoner, LPSS Chair, welcomed the membership and 

presided over the meeting.  All present introduced themselves.   

 

II.  Minutes:  ALA 2006 Midwinter membership minutes were approved. 

 

III.  Committee Reports: 

 

Conference Program Planning 2006, Ann Marshall/Bruce Pencek:   The 2006 program, "Beyond 

Katrina:  Politics, Race and Law" was held the previous day, with 55 people in attendance.  A 

member suggested that the Committee pursue having the future programs audio/video taped.  

There were some last minute AV issues with the room, but these were resolved in time for the 

event.   

Conference Program Planning 2006, Erik Estep/Ann Marshall:  A subset of the program committee met 

and brainstormed additional speakers, to either augment blogger Joshua Micah Marshall, or as a 

back-up if he is unable to attend.  The next deadline is August 25th, when final budget proposals 

must be submitted to ACRL.  The Program Committee plans to meet via a conference call in 

July.  

Library Instruction Committee, Erik Estep:  Erik was not able to attend the conference, due to his 

transition to a new job.  The bibliography for the 2006 program was very positively received. 

Marta Lange/CQ aware, Binh Le:  a successful Marta Lange dinner and awards banquet, sponsored by 

CQ Press, was held the previous day, to honor Graham R. Walden, of the Ohio State University 

Libraries. 

Membership Committee, Kelly Janousek:  Lorena O'English represented the committee, describing and 

circulating a draft copy of the updated membership brochure, with a new logo.  The logo was 

approved by a vote of the membership.   ACRL will contribute funds, supporting printing costs 

to cover one color, but not the Committee's originally planned 4 colors.  The committee is 

collecting LPSS testimonials, both for the brochure and website.  A mentoring program is 

planned and the Committee is recruiting LPSS members interested in serving as mentors.  The 

Committee is working on developing a closer relationship with the New Members Round Table, 

with the help of ACRL liaison Adam Burling.  More information about this will be distributed on 

the LPSS listserv.  Informal exit interviews of members leaving LPSS are also planned.  

Members wondered if the changed fee structure (less section memberships included in ACRL 

membership) will impact LPSS membership numbers.  The Committee is also exploring ways to 

use the ALA Online Community to involve members, such as a monthly chat or discussion 

boards.  An article about this is planned for the LPSS newsletter. 

Publications Committee, Dennis Lambert:  The Committee is pursuing adding recommended political 

science resources to the website and/or to link to existing resource pages.  There was discussion 

about whether ALA/ACRL has rules about linking to other sites.  Connie is working on updating 

the LPSS Manual and will confer with the Publications Committee as needed.  Changes to the 

manual do not require official membership approval; issues with the manual can be resolved 

within the Executive Committee, as necessary.  The Past Chair of the Publications Committee 

will remain on the Publications Committee for one year as a committee member following 

his/her term as chair, to assist with any continuity issues.  Bruce Pencek is the new newsletter 



editor.  The dealine for submissions for the fall newsletter is September 10th.  Bruce Pencek, 

with Erik Estep, are working on a political science Wiki, which could be a potential suggested 

resource for the LPSS website.   

Review and Planning, Susan Parker:  The Committee wrote the LPSS Strategic Plan, which was 

structured around the ACRL Strategic Plan.  The membership voted to adopt the strategic plan, 

which will be in effect for 2006-2010.  The Committee will make some very minor editorial 

changes to the plan, e.g. more action-oriented language.  The strategic plan may impact the 

manual.  The strategic plan can be reviewed every year.   

Vendor and Publisher Relations, Fadi Harissi Dagher:  Members of the committee were not able to 

attend ALA annual.  The Committee has been working on a review of LexisNexis as compared 

to Westlaw. 

 

IV.  Education Task Force Report, Barbara Norelli:  Barbara was not in attendance, but submitted a 

report.  The rubric associated with the Research Competency Guidelines was reviewed by a small group 

of highly engaged political science faculty at the APSA Teaching and Learning Conference.  Some 

faculty were interested in assessment issues, such as how the outcomes might be measured.  The 

membership will have one final chance to submit any suggested changes to the Research Competency 

Guidelines; details will be posted on the LPSS listserv in July. 

 

V.  Liaison Reports:  The liaison to AALL, Merle J. Slyhoff, will submit a report.  There was no report 

available from a GODORT liaison. 

 

VI.  Old Business:   

 

LPSS Strategic Plan:  was adopted by a vote of the membership.  See the Review and Planning 

Committee meeting minutes above for more details. 

APSA activities and travel award 2007:  Connie submitted a proposal to ACRL for travel funds to 

support an LPSS member to attend APSA in 2007.  It is not yet known whether ACRL has 

approved this funding request.   Incoming Chair Kathi Fountain will pursue this funding in the 

upcoming year.  A taskforce is being formed to plan a preconference at APSA 2007 and 

members are being recruited to participate on this taskforce. 

Political Information Day 2006:   The membership voted in favor of abolishing Political Information 

Day.  The consensus was that too much paperwork was required and that it was difficult to plan a 

successful day of events. 

 

VII.  New Business, Sections Council Report:  1) ACRL Information Literacy Advisory Committee has 

developed a "Tip Sheet for Developing Subject-Specific Information Literacy Standards."  In 

reviewing the LPSS guidelines, ACRL will take into consideration how far along our section is 

in this process.  2)  ACRL Annual Conference Programs Task Force for Improving and 

Extending Professional Development Opportunities at ALA Annual Conferences shared a 

Discussion guide with Leadership and Sections Council.   Several recurring issues have been 

identified that they want membership to discuss and give input.  For example one issue is there 

are too many competing programs during annual conferences.  For purposes of discussion, 

several scenarios were shared to help with discussion.  

 

VIII.  Adjournment 

 

 


