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General Membership Meeting Minutes 
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June 27, 2004 

 

Sheraton World Resort, Coral A 

Orlando, Florida 

 

Meeting convened at 10:00 AM by Susan Parker, LPSS Chair. 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

1. Program Planning Committee – Connie Salyers Stoner, Chair 

 

2004 Program Recap: Connie gave an overview of the LPSS program, “Interactive and 

Collaborative Curricular Learning Communities.” The committee intends to gather 

information discussed by the break out sessions and place a summary of the discussions on 

the LPSS website. 

 

2005 Program: The program at the 2005 conference will be titled, “Making Sense of Public 

Affairs Research and Analysis: What the Pros Can Teach Us.” Bruce Pencek described the 

program. Three professionals, one from a private intelligence company, one a respected 

journalist, and hopefully an ALA lobbyist, will discuss the importance of research and 

information literacy skills on the job.  

 

ACRL Program: The Program Planning Committee has been discussing an earlier proposal 

by Ann Marshall to host a peer-reviewed, by librarians – for librarians program. The 

committee decided to propose a roundtable discussion at the 2005 ACRL conference. This 

would give the committee the opportunity to solicit feedback from those who might be 

interested in presenting in such a program. The committee anticipates that the outcome would 

be a program at ACRL’s 2007 conference. 

 

2. Library Instruction – Kathi Carlisle Fountain, member 

 

 Library Instruction Discussion Session: Given the likelihood that only the LPSS 

Executive Committee will attend the 2005 ALA Midwinter Meeting, the Library 

Instruction Committee agreed to cancel the Library Instruction Discussion Session at that 

conference. Instead, the committee will submit a proposal for a roundtable discussion at 

the 2005 ACRL Conference. The topic will be a discussion of the Political Science 

Information Literacy Standards currently under development.  

Post-conference update: The Instruction Committee WILL meet in Boston and hold the 

“Library Instruction Round Table” to discuss the Information Literacy Standards under 

development. 

 

2005 Annual Program Pathfinder: The committee solicited information from the Program 

Planning Committee to begin work on next year’s pathfinder.  

 

Post-conference update: Kathi Carlisle Fountain will serve as chair next year.  

 

3. Marta Lange/CQ Award Committee – Graham Walden, Chair 

 



 Award honored Lucia Snowhill, University of California-Santa Barbara.  

 Binh Lee will serve as the chair of the committee next year. 

 Graham stressed that LPSS members need to seriously consider nominating future 

Marta Lange/CQ Award winners to ensure that the committee has a full slate of 

nominees and a strong winner of the award. 

 

4. Membership Committee – Kelly Janousek (filling in for Marcus Kieltyka) 

 

Political Information Day: See “Marketing Task Force” update. 

 

Discussed what can be done to recruit active members to LPSS.  

 Peter Krause distributed LPSS brochures and wore his LPSS ribbon at a recent Federal 

Depository Libraries Program conference.  

 John Hernandez suggested a collaborative relationship with GODORT.  

 All members encouraged to take LPSS brochures to their regional conferences. Brochures 

may be requested from the Membership Committee chair, currently Marcus Kieltyka 

(kieltme@auburn.edu). 

 Members could encourage law and political science librarians from nearby institutions to 

join LPSS and get active. 

 

5. Nominating Committee – No report. 

 

6. Publications Committee – Tom Mann, Chair 

 

 Tom congratulated Lucia Snowhill on her Marta Lange/CQ Award. Lucia served as the 

newsletter editor for five years while on the Publications committee.  

 Suping Lu will chair Publications, beginning after the meeting in Orlando. 

 ALA has finally granted Travis Johnson, the LPSS webmaster, access to the site for 

updating the LPSS Web page. Some problems still continue. 

 Catherine Shreve is the new LPSS newsletter editor, and she relies on everyone’s input 

for a high quality product. Send your contributions to Catherine at: 

catherine.shreve@duke.edu. 

 All available back issues of LPSS News have been scanned by Suping and Tom and sent 

to Travis for addition to the website. 

 

7. Review & Planning Committee – Susan Parker, member (reporting for Barbara Norelli, 

Chair) 

 

LPSS Manual: Clarification. Review & Planning will be responsible for reviewing the 

manual to ensure compliance with ACRL bylaws and follows appropriate strategic plans. The 

Publications Committee will make necessary changes based on Review & Planning’s 

assessment. 

 

ACRL Strategic Plan: ACRL’s goal is to become THE association for academic libraries and 

librarians. The plan, however, does not mention the “research” aspect of academic librarians. 

LPSS could include research within its own strategic plan. 

 

“Resources for College Libraries”: ACRL will be producing this book, with a publication 

date expected of 2007. They’re looking for contributions. Contact Marcus Elmore at 



CHOICE for more information. Contact information: CHOICE, 100 Riverview Center, 

Middletown, CT  06457, (860) 347-6933 x140, melmore@ala-choice.org 

 

ACRL dues structure: ACRL is considering restructuring their dues and charging based on 

annual income. This could mean due will increase for some members. ACRL will not, as far 

as Susan knows, require any sort of income proof. The association will depends on the 

honesty of librarians when they renew their membership. Susan took feedback from the LPSS 

members on the dues proposal, and she’ll communicate with ACRL on the issue. 

 

8. Vendor/Publisher Committee – Mary Gilles, Chair 

 

Newsletter reviews, upcoming: The committee will review PAIS Archive and the online 

Serial Set for the next newsletter.  

 

 The committee met with a representative from CIAO. 

 Geri Foudy will chair the committee next year. 

 

Reports from Task Forces 

 

1. Education Task Force – Barbara Norelli, Chair 

 

The task force is currently working on drafting information literacy standards for political 

science. The members are using ideas generated from the LPSS Library Instruction 

Discussion Group at the 2004 Midwinter conference to create these discipline specific 

standards.  

 

Assignments are as follows:  

Standard 1 – Rebecca Ohm 

Standard 2 – Kathi Carlisle Fountain 

Standard 3 – Mercedes Benitez-Sharpless and Kathi Carlisle Fountain 

Standard 4 – Lorena O’English 

Standard 5 – Barbara Norelli 

 

Lots of revisions and comments expected after the document is drafted. The draft standards 

will be published in LPSS News, distributed via LPSS-L, and discussed at ACRL (hopefully) 

before adoption. 

 

Bruce Pencek and Lorena O’English will meet with Kerstin Hamann, University of Central 

Florida, to discuss information literacy and political science education. Prof. Hamann is 

involved in APSA’s Undergraduate Education section. 

 

2. Marketing Task Force – Kelly Janousek, Chair 

 

Political Information Day: The task force is considering creating a toolkit for librarians for 

distribution before Political Information Day. The idea is to assemble recommendations for 

voter education resources. The theme under consideration is, “Get Registered. Get Informed. 

Get to the Polls.”  

 

 The task force is looking at liaison relationships with GODORT, League of Women 

Voters, Project Vote-Smart, and Rock the Vote. A Political Information Day website is 

under consideration. 



 The task force could be responsible for identifying a mailing list for the toolkit. 

 Suggestions also included partnering with public libraries, the American Association of 

University Women, and local parties. Some members expressed concern that this project 

might get away from the original intention of honoring political science librarians for 

their efforts at voter education. Kelly responded that the proclamation will also be 

distributed. 

 

3. Web Page Review Task Force – Susan Parker (Reporting for Lisa Norberg, Chair) 

 

 The primary concern for the committee is easier access to the ALA site. They are looking 

at improving response time for updating the LPSS site. 

 

Report from the American Association of Law Libraries, Merle Slyhoff, liaison 

 

 The next AALL meeting will be in Boston, where Merle will scope out hotels in 

preparation for the ALA Midwinter meeting in Boston. 

 A strategic plan is under development.  

 Merle is encouraging AALL/LPSS collaboration on specific projects as appropriate. 

 The Association has seen a healthy turn-around in its financial situation following a 

deficit due to a number of factors.   

 AALL will hold electronic voting soon. 

 Merle recommended visiting the AALL Web site, http://www.aallnet.org, for a lot of free 

resources. 

 AALL created the George A. Strait Minority Scholarship. West provided funds and 

challenged AALL to match their contribution. Addendum, 7/22: AALL met the challenge 

one year earlier than expected, and the scholarship is fully funded. 

 AALL has a very active lobbying effort with a Washington office. They are exploring  

alternative funding in order to increase the moneys available to the Washington office. 

 

Electronic Meetings, Susan Parker, LPSS Chair 
 

Susan reviewed the findings of the electronic meetings survey. Fifty two of the approximately 

600+ LPSS members responded, and the overwhelming majority encouraged the section to 

engage in virtual meetings.  

 

The question is whether LPSS committees should hold face-to-face meetings in Boston or 

virtual meetings. Next year is the ACRL conference in April, and the LPSS membership has, 

in the past, considered it a hardship to attend ACRL if required to attend LPSS meetings at 

both midwinter and annual ALA conferences.  

 

Give that, Susan has asked incoming committee chairs to: 

 

1) Consult committee members and decide whether the committee will meet virtually or 

face-to-face during the midwinter meeting. Decision deadline: September 1, 2004.  

 

2) Report decision to the LPSS chair (Lynne Rudasill, rudasill@uiuc.edu) and Catherine 

Shreve (catherine.shreve@duke.edu). The committee’s decision will be publicized in 

the fall LPSS News. 

 



3) If meeting virtually, the committee chairs must provide written reports the LPSS 

Secretary (Kathi Carlisle Fountain, kfountain@csuchico.edu) after their committee 

meetings. 

 

Review & Planning Committee and the Executive Committee must meet in person at ALA 

Midwinter in Boston. 

 

New Business 

 

Electronic/Virtual Meetings: The LPSS members in attendance agreed to try virtual meetings 

for all eligible committees during next year’s ALA Midwinter conference. The section 

leadership may poll membership again on virtual committee meetings after the conference. 

 

American Political Science Association (APSA): Bruce Pencek asked who planned to attend 

APSA this August. Susan suggested that Bruce talk to CQ Press about organizing a 

collaborative event for librarians/professors. He was also encouraged to take Political 

Information Day information and LPSS brochures with him. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned, 11:22 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kathi Carlisle Fountain 

LPSS Secretary 


