
Law and Political Science Section 

Minutes - January 25, 2003 

ALA Mid-Winter Conference 

 

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting on June 15, 2002 were approved as submitted. 

 

ACRL Liaison Report: 

 

Pam Snelson from the ACRL Board asked that anyone with particular issues concerning the Division and 

its budget to contact her.  She indicated that the 2004 budget included a per capita increase in funding and 

included $20,000 for sections.  ACRL is also working on a new strategic plan.  There will be many avenues 

for input including focus groups and web surveys.  Theresa Byrd is working with the Spectrum Scholars 

program.  These scholarships are available through ACRL.   

 

Barbara Norelli questioned the manner in which basic services money can be spent.  Pam and Mary Jane 

Petrowski indicated that the money can be used for anything except refreshments and software.  Petrowski 

indicated that up to $500.00 in basic services money was available to the section last year.  This included 

supplies, photos, and other miscellaneous materials needed to conduct the business of the section. 

 

GODORT Liaison Report: 

 

No report. 

 

AALL Liaison Report: 

 

Merle Slyhoff reported that the AALL conference is in Seattle this year.  Susan Fox is the new executive 

director.  The organization will continue to work closely with the American Library Association's 

Washington Office. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Nominating Committee: 

Barbara Norelli provided the roster of individuals running for office this year.  They are: 

 

Vice-Chair/Chair Elect - Dennis Lambert 

                                        Lynne Rudasill 

Secretary - Kathleen Fountain 

     Jeanie Welch 

Member-at-Large - Lorena O'English 

                                Marcus E. Kieltyka 

 

Library Instruction Committee: 

Lorena O'English reported that the discussion session of the committee was scheduled at the Marriott on 

Sunday, January 26, and would probably not last more than an hour to enable members to attend the 

President's Program in a timely manner.  The general topic of the discussion will be the importance of print 

resources in a climate that emphasizes the electronic.   As always, a pathfinder for the annual program will 

be developed.  Members provided Lorena with several suggestions and she had several additional resources 

for inclusion in the program pathfinder. 

 

Membership Committee: 

Kathleen Fountain reported that new brochures for the section had been printed.  The Committee is 

particularly interested in having these brochures distributed at graduate schools and local programs that 

might be held.   It is also very desirable to distribute these materials to state chapters of ACRL and the 

committee is working on doing so.  Kathi encouraged members to promote membership in LPSS in their 

discussions with others who might be interested.  Those present indicated that the brochure was very 



attractive and should provide excellent visibility for the section.  A social has been scheduled after the 

meeting. 

 

Program Committee: 

Lynne Rudasill reported that the program planning is proceeding quite rapidly this year.   Four speakers 

have been lined up to discuss copyright in the United States and Canada and the effects that international 

agreements such as NAFTA and GATS are having on the changing face of copyright law.  The section has 

partnered with the ACRL Copyright Committee, the Canadian Library Association, and the Office of 

Information Technology Policy on the program.  It is scheduled for June 21, 1:30-3:30 p.m.  Lynne has 

requested that the program be held after the Marta Lange Luncheon and in the same conference venue.   

 

Publications Committee: 

Tom Mann reported on several issues being handled by the committee at this time.  Tom indicated that 

Lucia was able to use photos for the newsletter for the first time this year.  In addition, he told the 

Vendor/Publisher Liaison Committee, and the membership in general, that reviews are appreciated.  The 

deadline for inclusion in the next newsletter is March 16.  The web site address is on the new brochure.  

The section web site has been revamped by Travis Johnson and has an entirely new look and functionality 

to it.  Travis will make sure that the site complies with the ALA rules that are in development.  ALA is in 

the process of designing a new web site.  Members interesting in providing input on the new ALA site can 

go to PCC308 to view it.  Any suggestions for the LPSS site should be sent to Travis at 

tj56@umail.umd.edu.   

 

Review and Planning Committee: 

Lisa Stimatz reported that this committee is putting together an implementation plan that includes a number 

of task forces.  The feeling is that this will open up participation to those who cannot attend the regular 

meetings.  It should bring in people who have not had the opportunity to actively participate in the section.  

Merle Slyhoff indicated a delay in beginning the process that moved all dates forward.  Discussion 

followed concerning the role of the task forces and the aims of the process and the audience.  Lisa indicated 

that the intention is to mirror the ACRL strategic plan and look at professional development targets for our 

membership.  Suggestions included the development of a mechanism for review of contributions to a 

section supported web site for students and practitioners.  Members were encouraged to look at the 

proposal by February 15, 2003 and respond to Lisa or Merle with any suggested changes. 

 

Vendor/Publishing Committee: 

Mary Gilles reported that two items had been chosen for review this spring.  Other resources had been 

identified for future review as well.   The question of pricing and content for the new Sage collections will 

be taken forward for discussion and perhaps action by ACRL. 

 

Old Business: 

 

A long discussion ensued about conducting mid-winter meetings electronically.  There was a proposal that 

perhaps more could happen at the ACRL state chapter meetings or regional level using email 

communications.  There will be an LPSS web survey of all members to determine the level of interest in 

participating in a virtual meeting.  The project will be announced in the LPSS spring newsletter and 

members can use the LPSS web page link to the survey to provide input.  Additional information will 

include notes on ACRL's College Libraries section success with virtual meetings. 

 

The Basic law collection for non-law librarians was considered moot since it fits into the LPSS strategic 

plan implementation. 

 

The membership recruitment efforts were discussed briefly and all members are encouraged to talk to 

potential recruits especially now that task force participation will not require travel to national meetings. 

Kathi made the comment that all ACRL committees have seen participation drop 3% but LPSS and the 

Women's Studies section have dropped 8%. A comment was added that ALA/ACRL should allow members 

to choose 3 sections to participate at no cost rather than just 2.  A second comment recommended putting 

more emphasis on social sciences not just law and political   science. 
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Mary Gilles offered a motion to adopt a resolution concerning the vendor CAS SAGE increase in pricing 

yet offering reduction to access.  The discussion concluded this resolution was premature and the motion 

was amended to have the LPSS Chair ask ACRL to investigate Sage's action.  She was also asked to 

investigate how other aggregates are taking similar action.  The amended motion was passed. 

 

The meeting adjourned 4:25pm. 

 

 

Minutes submitted by Lynne Rudasill and Connie Salyers. 


