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1. Welcome and Introductions 

Barbara Norelli welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

The 2003 Midwinter meeting minutes approved as submitted. 

 

3. Liaison Reports 

ACRL Liaison – Pam Snelson 

 ACRL Strategic Plan – ACRL hired a consultant to discuss the creation of 

a new strategic plan. The organization would like feedback from the 

membership and the sections in order to incorporate their needs into the 

plan. 

 ALA Website – In response to a number of complaints about the 

redesigned ALA website, a task force is working to resolve the issues. 

Among the list of complaints are long URLs, broken links, and poor 

navigation. Barbara Norelli remarked that ALA had not provided LPSS 

with advance warning of the redesigned site, and thus the recently 

redesigned LPSS site does not fit well within its structure. Travis Johnson 

(not present), the LPSS web administrator, has already submitted his 

comments to ACRL about this. 

 Programming funding – ACRL recently revised its policies to allow 

sections to devote $500 of their allocations to programming expenses. 

 Section budgets – Barbara Norelli asked what the new budgets would look 

like, and Pam Snelson responded that they have not been finalized. 

 

AALL Liaison – Merle Slyhoff (not present) 

 No report delivered 

 

GODORT Liaison – Christine Angolia (not present) 

Incoming secretary, Kathi Carlisle Fountain, summarized Christine Angolia’s 

notes. Her full report is included here: 

 

 New Public Printer Government Printing Office (GPO), Bruce R. James, 

and new Superintendent of Documents, Judith Russell 

 

 Changes for the Federal Library Depository Program and GPO continue.  

Online transition of government information continues with new 

initiatives being pursued.  The Spring 2003 Depository Library Council 

Meeting, Envisioning the Future of Federal Government Information, 

begins this process.  The “Summary of the Spring 2003 Meeting of the 

Depository Library Council to the Public Printer” may be found at the 



following web site:  

http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/council/EnvisioningtheFuture.ht

ml 

 

 GPO Access http://www.gpoaccess.gov/ webpage has been revised – more 

user friendly.  Offers access to government information on the federal 

level. 

 

 Federal agencies will be able to choose their own private-sector printers 

under an agreement between the Government Printing Office and the 

Office of Management and Budget.  GPO will provide a list of approved 

vendors. Under the agreement, the GPO will develop an electronic Web 

portal to connect agencies to a nationwide network of approved printers 

who have agreed to offer the government their lowest rates. Agencies will 

be able to negotiate directly with the printers over price, quality and time 

of delivery, and may select printers on the basis of lowest cost or "best 

value."  

 

 There are over 250,000 titles free and available online and public 

retrievals from GPO Access are approximately 32 million a month.  

Therefore, GPO has decided to close, by September 30, 2003, all of its 

brick-and-mortar bookstore operations outside Washington, DC.  Slated 

for closure are the GPO bookstores in Kansas City; Portland, OR; Seattle; 

New York (these four will close July 1); Los Angeles; Denver; Pueblo,  

CO; Detroit; Milwaukee (August 1); and Atlanta; Jacksonville, FL; 

Pittsburgh; and Houston (August 29). The store at the GPO headquarters 

in Washington, DC, will be reconfigured. Since 2001, the GPO has closed 

bookstores in San Francisco, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Birmingham, 

Cleveland, and Columbus, as well as a store in the Washington, DC, area. 

 

 The Depository Council has recommended that the Government Printing Office 

suspend publication of the printed version of the Monthly Catalog of United 

States Government Publications and its Serials Supplement as soon as it is 

possible to replace these tools with dynamic online versions.  This is a 

recommendation made at the Depository Library Council Meeting, Spring 2003, 

in Reno, NV. 

 

 New formats available in 2003 include audio e-books and mini CDs 

 

 FDLP PUBLICATION DISSEMINATION  

  FY 2001  FY 2002  

  Media     Titles    Titles  
  Online (GPO Access)   15,235    10,931  

  Online (other agency sites)    7,630      9,654  

  Paper (includes USGS maps)   9,522        8,307  

  Microfiche      4,726      5,448  

  CD-ROM, DVD        480                    483  

http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/council/EnvisioningtheFuture.html
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/council/EnvisioningtheFuture.html
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/


  Total     37,593    34,823  
 

 

 GPO Permanent Public Access Partnership continues to preserve 

materials. An example is Indiana University Floppy Disk Project.  

Between the late 1980s to the late 1990s this format was issued through 

GPO.  This data is now available for download.  Other depository libraries 

are preserving particular agency or departmental collections such as the 

US Civil Rights Commission documents issued over the years.  This 

collection and others are becoming part of digital collections around the 

country. 

 

[End of submitted report.] 

 

 Lynne Rudasill asked if any effort is being made to archive materials from 

federal agency websites, like the US Department of Education. Peter 

Kraus responded that GPO has several preservation partnerships in 

progress, which seems to be “laying the seeds” of electronic preservation. 

 Discussed the proposed reductions to the ERIC system. Many librarians 

participated in the efforts to save funding. Though a decision has been 

made to make cuts, some “back peddling” seems to be occurring within 

the federal government. Visit “SAVE ERIC” (http://www.saveeric.org) for 

more information. 

 

4. Committee Reports 

2004 Program Planning Committee – Connie Salyers Stoner, Chair 

 The committee is interested in a program highlighting the information 

literacy/competency efforts as they relate to the Law and Diversity 

program at Fairhaven College, a college affiliated with Western 

Washington University (Bellingham, WA).  They’ve been a learning 

community since 1991 and focus on educating juniors and seniors.  

 Barbara Norelli commented that this program could relate directly to the 

LPSS Education Task Force, whose charge will be to create information 

literacy standards applicable especially to political science classes. 

 Catherine Shreve commented that the Fairhaven program sounds similar 

to the Ralph Bunche Summer Institute (RBSI), a summer institute held at 

Duke that encourages students to attend graduate school. 

 The committee would like to modify the format for the program next year 

and include break-out sessions. 

 

Membership Committee – Kathi Carlisle Fountain, Chair 

 ACRL is looking to broaden the ACRL Membership Committee to include 

representatives from all of the section, which would improve 

communication between ACRL and the sections.  

 ACRL will be surveying those who have dropped their ACRL 

membership, and the LPSS Membership Committee will capitalize on this 

http://www.saveeric.org/


to do their own survey of those who recently dropped their LPSS 

membership. 

 The committee will begin distributing brochures and invitations to join 

LPSS to all library schools.  

 Kathi Carlisle Fountain thanked those who attended the social at the Duke 

of Argyle Pub.  

 

2003 Program Planning Committee – Lynne Rudasill, Chair 

 Lynne Rudasill called the Copyright program an “unqualified success.” 

 Barbara Norelli commented on her frustration with ALA and their 

inability to schedule the Marta Lange/CQ luncheon and the section’s 

program in the same venue. Pam Snelson encouraged subsequent chairs to 

use creative means to ensure that the event is held in the same location at 

future conferences. She also suggested that the complaint be forwarded to 

the consultant working with ACRL so it can be addressed in the strategic 

plan. 

 

5. Old Business 

Task Force Creation 

 Before the annual conference commenced, Barbara Norelli had not 

received any volunteers for the task forces outlined in the section’s 

strategic plan. The three task forces are: Education, Marketing/Public 

Relations, and Web Page Review. 

 The task forces are intended to be virtual – no traveling required – to 

encourage place-bound members to get involved. 

 Some librarians in attendance volunteered to serve on the task forces, but 

they still need additional volunteers. The purposes of the task forces will 

be reiterated on the listserv with an additional plea for volunteers. 

 

Electronic Meetings 

 The results of the recent LPSS electronic meetings survey show that our 

members have a preference for electronic meetings. Unfortunately, only 

9.8% of the membership responded to the survey. After investigation, 

Barbara discovered that only 56% of the membership is on LPSS-L (44% 

is not). 

 Lorena O’English is representing LPSS on ACRL’s Virtual Meeting Task 

Force. She said that the task force is looking to adopt new meeting 

policies, recommend guidelines for electronic meetings, and highlight best 

practices for such meetings. In the process, they will experiment with 

virtual meeting technology, survey the sections for their feedback, and 

examine issues of quorums. They hope to issue recommendations by the 

midwinter conference in 2004.  

 Discussions may begin in earnest about eliminating the LPSS meetings 

during years when an ACRL conference is held. 

 

Membership 



 Barbara Norelli reiterated that LPSS is lax about attendance requirements 

for committee members. Hopefully emphasizing this point will encourage 

more people to volunteer to serve on committees. 

 

6. New Business 

Political Information Day 

 Barbara Norelli remarked that “Political Information Day” was a success 

last year. 

 Nini Tristani (not present) from CQ Press approached LPSS and 

volunteered to help sponsor this event. They have agreed to produce 

promotional products with “political information @ your library” as the 

slogan. They will also mail the promotional materials to libraries for better 

marketing.  

 LPSS will ask ACRL to link to information about “Political Information 

Day” on their website just before election day.  

 The membership committee will make recommendations to librarians on 

how they can advertise. Examples could include talking to the local 

League of Women Voters and public libraries and issuing press releases to 

local media outlets.  

 

Committee Appointment Terms 

 Tom Mann (not present) had asked for clarification about the length of 

committee terms. Barbara Norelli clarified that service on a committee is 

typically a two year term, with committee chairs only serving for one year. 

The program committee is the exception, with committee members and 

chairs typically serving an 18-month commitment. The LPSS manual will 

be revised to clarify this. 

 Mercedes Benitez Sharpless asked for clarification for the length of terms 

for specific individuals, and Sue Parker responded that she regularly tries 

to reconcile the committee list she receives from ACRL with what 

individuals believe they are serving. Those who want to ensure that their 

names and committee assignments are recorded in the ALA manual should 

verify their assignments with Sue Parker. 

 

Adjourn 

 Sue Parker moved to thank Barbara Norelli for her service as LPSS Chair. 

 Meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathi Carlisle Fountain, LPSS Secretary 

California State University, Chico 

 


