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   the Instruction Section is pleased to announce trudi e. Jacobson as 
the recipient of the Miriam Dudley Instruction librarian of the Year 
Award for 2009. Ms. Jacobson will receive this award, including $1,000 
and a plaque donated by elsevier, at the AlA Annual Conference in 
Chicago.

trudi completed an M.A. in liberal Studies (1984) as well as an 
M.l.S. degree (1980) at the State University of new York at Albany.  
From 1981 to 1990 she served in the reference Department at Siena 
College in loudenville, new York.  She has been at the University at 
Albany, State University of new York since 1990, where she is the cur-
rent Head of User education Programs.

For over twenty years, trudi Jacobson has strengthened and deepened 
scholarly conversations about information literacy in higher education 

via her many publications.  She has written or co-authored eight books, as many book chapters, and over thirty articles.  
Her publications have appeared in journals beyond the library literature, including Journal of General Education, College 
Teaching, and American Biology Teacher.  She won the Association of College & research libraries Instruction Section 
2005 Publication of the Year Award for Motivating Students in Information Literacy Classes (lijuan Xu, co-author. neal-
Schuman, 2004).  Her article with lijuan Xu, “Motivating Students in Credit-Based Information literacy Courses:  theories 
and Practice.”  portal: Libraries and the Academy, (July, 2002) was selected to be included in “lIrt’s top twenty” library 

Trudi Jacobson Receives Miriam Dudley Award

Who: For anyone interested in the ACrl Instruction Section
Where: elephant & Castle Pub, 185 n. wabash
(http://www.elephantcastle.com/content/locations/chicago_n_wabash_ave)
When: Friday, July 10, 2009.  5:30 - 7:00 pm
Why: to eat, drink, socialize, network & find out about IS events 
How to get there: http://tinyurl.com/c5ghjc
RSVP to http://tinyurl.com/09soiree
Also, please tell us if:
* You are a first-time attendee
* You would like to be introduced to an IS veteran who can show you the
Soirée ropes (this offer is open to anyone, not just first-time attendees)
* You need ADA assistance
If you have questions, please contact the local Arrangements committee: 
Courtney Greene (cgreene@depaul.edu) and Missy roser (mroser@depaul.
edu).

Instruction Section Soirée at Annual Conference!
the Instruction Section is excited to welcome you to Chicago, and the 2009 AlA Annual Conference, at the annual IS 

Soirée, sponsored by Oregon State University libraries library à la Carte project.
Please plan to join us on Friday, July 10th from 5:30 - 7:00 pm at the elephant & Castle Pub, convenient to the conference 

venues at 185 n. wabash. Because of library à la Carte’s generosity, food this year will be provided by the Instruction 
Section.  As always, attendees can buy drinks at a cash bar.
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instruction articles of 2002.  Beyond 
the library field, her article with Beth L. 
Mark, “Separating wheat from Chaff: 
Helping First Year Students Become 
Information Savvy” for The Journal of 
General Education, (v. 49 no. 4, 2000) 
was one of two articles selected to repre-
sent the category “Changes technology 
Brings to General education” in a special 
issue, Best of JGE: Featuring Articles 
From 1984-2000.

Her generosity in sharing her knowl-
edge has extended to over 50 presenta-
tions and workshops locally, regionally 
and nationally, again including but not 
limited to audiences within the library 
profession, thus spreading the word about 
information literacy across traditional 
academic boundaries. trudi teaches at 
both the undergraduate and graduate 
levels, and has developed library instruc-
tion programs that have been emulated 
by other institutions. She is sought out 
regularly to consult about information 
literacy issues, offering guidance to 
librarians and others at universities and 
colleges.  She served on the new York 
State board on the promotion of informa-
tion literacy, and offered a preconference 
about information literacy for the Middle 
States Commission on Higher education 
in 2003.

She has been an active contributor 
within AlA since 1980, holding posi-
tions on the ACrl units IlAC, ArtS, 
and IS, including service as IS Chair for 
2002-2003.  

Her scholarship, service and teaching 
combine to make Ms. Jacobson a truly 
stellar leader within our profession.  

Jean Caspers
Immediate Past Chair, 
Instruction Section

    
        I enjoyed meeting many of you at the 

Midwinter Conference in Denver. In 
addition to a wonderful IS Soirée at Alto 
restaurant, we were able to host three 
very well-attended discussion sessions.   
I was grateful to those who participated  
in “Preparing librarians for Information 
literacy Instruction: expectations of 
new Graduates,” facilitated by the IS & 
AlISe (Association for library & In-
formation Science education) Joint 
working Group on Curriculum. the 
Joint working Group is drawing on 

feedback from the Midwinter discussion and a complementary discussion at 
the January AlISe Conference, to identify effective practices for preparing 
library and information science graduate students for careers in the areas of 
instruction and information literacy.     

Our Annual Conference will be in Chicago.  local Arrangements co-chairs 
Courtney Greene and Missy roser have arranged a great, central location for 
our section event – the Instruction Section Soirée.  thanks to the generos-
ity of a sponsor, library à la Carte, complimentary light appetizers will be 
served at the Soirée this year.   As always, attendees can purchase beverages 
at a cash bar.   Special thanks to the Membership Committee for working on 
getting a sponsor to help sustain and enhance the Soirée.  

Also at Annual, we will once again host our popular Member welcome 
and Orientation meeting.  there, you can meet committee chairs and other 
active IS Members.  the event is intended for anyone who would like to get 
more involved in the work of the Section.   Also remember that IS Committee 
Meetings are open unless otherwise indicated on the program; we invite you 
to sit in to learn more about our work.  we post a list of scheduled meetings 
to the IS web site (http://www.ala.org/acrl/is/) well in advance of the confer-
ence, and you can learn more about our meetings and programs there.  

I’m particularly excited about our annual conference program this year.   
“Illuminating new Instruction research: Applying research to Practice” 
will feature a distinguished panel in a highly interactive format.   Also at our 
program, we will have a chance to celebrate and congratulate the winners of 
the Instruction Section’s awards for this year.  

thank you all for your participation in the work of the Instruction Section.  
I hope to meet many more of you in Chicago, and am honored to lead this 
large and dynamic section.  

Sarah McDaniel
Chair, Instruction Section 
2008-2009

From the Desk of the Chair JACOBSON, continued from page 1
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      One of the primary responsi-
bilities of the Vice Chair is to ap-
point committee members for 
the next term. we are fortunate 
to have so many enthusiastic 
volunteers who enjoy working 
with the Section. this year, I am 
seeing the impact that the current 
poor economic situation has had 
on our travel budgets. At my in-
stitution, like many others around 
the country, we are currently un-
der a travel freeze. Volunteers 
interested in serving on Instruc-
tion Section committees who 
face budget constraints have the 

option to serve as Virtual Members. Our current structure allows for 30% 
of the membership of a committee to be comprised of Virtual Members if it 
is appropriate for the workflow of that committee. I am actively appointing 
folks to serve as Virtual Members wherever possible. 

Indicating you want a virtual appointment to an Instruction Section 
Committee is easy to do. On the ACrl Volunteer Form (http://www.acrl.
org/volunteer) check the box next to Virtual Member. the majority of ap-
pointments are made in March for the term starting June 30. Appointments 
are made on an as-needed basis throughout the year and all Members are 
selected from the ACrl Volunteer system.

Increasing our virtual membership on committees will impact our struc-
ture but the change in workflow will not be dramatic. Currently, a vast 
majority of the work of the Instruction Section occurs between meetings 
using a variety of communication tools including e-mail, wikis, document 
sharing, and chat. Some committees and task forces are entirely virtual and 
the members are not required to attend AlA conferences. the executive 
Committee is considering ways to improve our productivity and cut down 
on face-to-face meetings at Midwinter. I hope that we will find a way to 
move most of our meetings that usually occur at Midwinter to a virtual 
setting and alleviate the burden of required travel to two AlA conferences 
each year by many of our active members. 

If you have any questions about appointments or have suggestions for 
improving our workflow and making it more effective in a virtual environ-
ment, please contact me at cfowler@mdanderson.org. 

Clara Fowler
Vice Chair, Instruction Section
2008-2009

Letter from the Vice Chair

Abby Clobridge, former digital initiatives 
librarian, and David willson Del testa, 
assistant professor of history, are the recipients 
of the 2009 Instruction Section Innovation 
Award for the Bucknell University world war 
II Poster Project. Sponsored by lexis-nexis, 
the annual award recognizes a project that 
demonstrates creative, innovative, or unique 
approaches to information literacy instruction 
or programming. 

In an effort to find creative ways to develop 
students’ information literacy and technology 
skills, Del testa and Clobridge created and 
implemented a six-week learning module 
that was embedded in an introductory history 
course, History 100: thinking about History, 
which focused on world war II. Students 
worked in collaboration with their instructors 
and librarians to become proficient in 
describing, researching, analyzing, digitizing 
and cataloging original world war II-era 
posters from the university’s archives. Final 
student projects included a publicly available 
repository of digital images of the posters and 
notes about their research. the best student 
papers are included in a digital library located 
at http://www.paperandpixels.org.

the IS Awards Committee chose the world 
war II Poster Project because of its creative and 
collaborative approach to developing students’ 
information literacy and technological skills 
within the context of an introductory history 
course and a special collection. through 
this project, students demonstrated that they 
understood the importance of arranging and 
describing information, visual representations 
of history, and collaboration among teaching 
and library faculty and staff. In the words of 
Diane Graves, university librarian at trinity 
University, “not only did the project introduce 
students to research tools and methods, it also 
brought them face to face with the reasons 
we do these things: to preserve and describe 
materials for the historical record—and for 
generations to come.”

this project relies on two pedagogical 
models adaptable by other institutions. The first 
is one of “shared expertise,” in which intense 
collaboration among librarians, teaching 

2009 Innovation 
Award Winners

continued on page 4

Please go to the IS Web site (http://www.ala.org/
acrl/is/) to find out what your section colleagues 
have been up to in the latest Currents column. 
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If you’re going to Annual in Chicago, please plan on attending one or both 
of the IS Discussion Groups .  the two Current Issue Discussion Groups will 
provide a wonderful opportunity to discuss instruction-related topics with 
colleagues, network with others interested in instruction, and keep up-to-date 
on the latest technologies and teaching trends.  

 The first current topics discussion, “Teacher Proficiencies: Applying 
Proficiency Standards for Instruction Librarians in Your Library”, will be held 
on Saturday, July 11, 2009 from 3:30 to 5pm.

The Standards for Proficiencies for Instruction Librarians and Coordinators, 
approved by ACRL in June 2007, identifies the responsibilities of instruction 
librarians and provides guidance for improving and expanding instruction 
skills and engaging in professional development activities. the Instruction 
Section Management and leadership Committee will lead this discussion 
to better familiarize librarians with the proficiencies and promote ideas for 
incorporating them in individual libraries.

the second current topics discussion, “Using Discovery-Based learning to 
engage Students with Information literacy” will be held on Sunday, July 12, 
2009 from 10:30am to noon.  Discovery-based learning is a student-centered 
technique in which the instructor serves as a facilitator. Students are presented 
with information, and they work in small groups (assisted by the facilitator) 
to explore the information and make it their own. Arianne Hartsell-Gundy 
and eric resnis of Miami University will lead the discussion group on the 
opportunities and challenges of using this technique in library instruction 
sessions.

 Specific locations will be announced in the ALA program and on the 
Instruction Section web page at http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/
sections/is/homepage.cfm.  Questions about the Annual Discussion Groups 
can be directed to the co-chairs of the Discussion Group Steering Committee- 
Carrie Forbes (carrie.forbes@du.edu) or Gail Gradowski (ggradowski@scu.
edu). 

Carrie Forbes
Co-chair, Discussion Group Steering Committee

ALA Annual Discussion Groups

Management & Leadership Committee wants to hear from you!
Are you using the Standards for Proficiencies for Instruction Librarians and Coordinators?  
the Management and leadership Committee would like to hear how you are using the Standards either as 
an individual or  as a library.  Please briefly describe your use of the Standards and how they have impacted 
your work and send your description to Susan Avery, Chair, Management and leadership Committee at 
skavery@illinois.edu.
Not familiar with the Standards?  
You can find them online at:
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/profstandards.cfm

Susan Avery, Chair 
Management and Leadership Committee

faculty, staff, and information technology 
professionals enables students to recognize 
the range of resources and experts available 
to them. the second is the “paper and pixels” 
model that incorporates both physical 
sources and digital technologies to facilitate 
students’ knowledge creation. Clobridge and 
Del testa mapped the project’s instructional 
activities to the ACrl information literacy 
standards and the regional accreditation 
standards for information literacy from 
the Middle States Commission on Higher 
education.

while at Bucknell, Clobridge collaborated 
with Del testa and others in her capacity as 
librarian and digital initiatives group leader. 
She is currently the Associate Director for 
research & Knowledge Services at the 
Harvard Kennedy School of Government. 
She received her B.A. in history from tufts 
University and earned her M.S. in library 
science from Florida State University.

Del testa is Assistant Professor of Modern 
european History at Bucknell University 
in lewisburg, Pennsylvania. He received 
his B.A. in modern european studies from 
the University of California-Davis, where 
he also received his M.A. and Ph.D. in 
history.

A plaque and $3,000 prize will be presented 
to Clobridge and Del testa during the 2009 
AlA Annual Conference in Chicago at the 
IS program at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, July 
12.

INNOVATION, continued from page 3
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the IS PrIMO Committee would 
like to acknowledge the most recently 
accepted projects into the PrIMO 
(Peer-reviewed Instructional Materials 
Online) database.  they are:

• All About Plagiarism Tutorial  
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/services/

instruction/learningmodules/plagiarism/
index.html
Matt lisle and Meghan Sitar; University 
of texas at Austin

• Carroll Community College Library 
Tutorials

http://www.carrollcc.edu/library/tuto-
rial/default.asp

Alan Bogage, Judy Goodyear, Chris 
Karman, liz Beere, Fran Cincotta, Sue 
DiFonzo; Carroll Community College 
library 

• Constructing a Literature Review in 
Education 

http://www.usi.edu/library/edlitrev-
iews.asp 

Margie ruppel; University of South-
ern Indiana, rice library

• Government Documents 
h t t p : / / l i b r a r y. n s u o k . e d u / t u -

torials/libm4611/4611_GovDocs_
revSpring2008.html

Scripted by Susan woitte; Pro-
grammed by Kathleen McKay; Sound 
by Dana letts; northeastern State Uni-
versity, John Vaughan library

• iResearch: Information Skills for 
Life  

http://elearning.library.usyd.edu.
au/index.php

University of Sydney library; Uni-
versity of Sydney

• HillSearch Tutorial for FastTrac 
Entrepreneurs  

http://www.hillsearch.org/training/
fasttrac/fths.html

Deborah Copperud; James J. Hill 
reference library

• How to Read a Call Number
http://libinfo.uark.edu/webdocs/refer-

ence/tutorials/Callnumber/Callnumber.
html

University of Arkansas libraries. 
learning Collaborative; University of 
Arkansas 

• IRIS 4-2: Information & Research 
Instruction Suite for Two-Year Colleges  
http://www.clark.edu/library/iris/index.
shtml

Kitty Mackey - site and most content, 
Pavel Popov - quiz functionality, Meryl 
Geffner - some content, tIlt - some con-
tent; Clark College, Cannell library

• The Lake Effect Research Challenge 
http://www.oswego.edu/library2/instruc-
tion/challenge/

emily Hart, Jim nichols, Shannon 
Pritting, Karen Shockey; SUnY Oswego, 
Penfield Library

• LibCasts - what you want to learn, 
where and when you want it 

http://www.library.dal.ca/How/lib-
Casts/

Fran nowakowski and Bea Houston; 
Dalhousie University, Killam library

• Library Research Handbook
http://www.capella.edu/interactiveme-

dia/informationliteracy/index.aspx
erica Bennett, Sommer Berg, erin 

Brothen, Kate Peterson, and robin Veal; 
Capella University library 

• Library Website Introduction  
http://library.fortlewis.edu/reed/tutori-

als/CompIntro08/CompIntro08.htm
Chris Hartman; Fort lewis College, 

reed library
• Research Minutes 
http://library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/

researchminutes.html
Kaila Bussert and Michael engle; Cor-

nell University, Olin library
• Science Information Tutorial 
http://www.lib.uci.edu/services/tutori-

als/science_info_tutorial/tutorial.html
Jeanine Scaramozzino, Cathy Palmer, 

Mitchell Brown, John Sisson, Julia Gel-
fand, Stacey Arnold; UC Irvine libraries, 
langson library

• Subject Pages Tutorial; My Library; 
SMART : Successfully Master Academic 
Research Tutorial 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/tutorial/subject-
pages

http://net.lib.byu.edu/tutorial/smart
http://net.lib.byu.edu/tutorial/myli-

brary/menu
Allyson washburn & rita Christensen; 

Brigham Young University
• Your Research Toolbox 
http://www.uky.edu/libraries/tool-

box/
Stacey Greenwell; University of Ken-

tucky, william t Young library

Congratulations to the creators of these 
excellent tutorials!  look for interviews 
with the creators of these projects at 
the PrIMO Site of the Month web site 
during the next few months.  For more 
information about these projects, visit 
the PrIMO web site at:  http://www.ala.
org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/
is/iscommittees/webpages/primocom-
mittee/primo/index.cfm.  

nominations and submissions for 
PrIMO are solicited twice a year.  the 
spring 2009 nomination deadline is April 
25, 2009 and the submission deadline is 
May 9, 2009.  the fall 2009 nomination 
deadline will be October 31, 2009 and the 
submission deadline will be november 
14, 2009.  

For more information about the PrI-
MO project, please contact committee 
co-chairs Ken Burhanna at kburhann@
kent.edu or Britt Fagerheim at britt.
fagerheim@usu.edu.

PRIMO Database Accepts New Projects
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the IS Conference Program Planning Committee has planned a dynamic and innovative program for 
the AlA Annual Conference in Chicago, “Illuminating new Instruction research: Applying research 
to Practice.”  not your average conference program, this session promises to engage, inspire, and even 
entertain you. 

Panelists randy Burke Hensley (University of Hawai’i at Manoa), Heidi Julien (the University of Alberta), 
and Michelle Morton (Cañada Community College library) will conduct a live, semi-improvisational 
workshop that actively applies recent research findings to the development and improvement of instructional 
design and practice (you do this every day, right?). The audience will witness the panel thinking aloud, 
brainstorming, and debating their way through this process. 

the workshop will take a few “time-outs” along the way, providing the panelists with an opportunity 
to elicit ideas from the audience and engage their questions and ideas. You will get the opportunity to use 
both sides of your brain, as we collectively analyze the logic of research findings and then creatively apply 
them to real-world instruction situations.  You will depart with models for working your own way through 
research findings in order to pragmatically improve your instructional practice. Who said real brain work 
couldn’t be productive and fun?

Join us and contribute to a thought-provoking experience in Chicago, Sunday, July 12, from 3:30-5:30 
p.m. location tBD.

Wendy Holliday Chair of Conference Program Planning Committee
Merinda McLure,Conference Program Planning Committee member and IS Secretary

IS Annual Conference Featured Program


