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From the Desk of the Instruction Section Chair
I am pleased to write that planning is well underway to conduct our first 

virtual Midwinter meeting.  All committees will meet in a virtual setting between 
November 11 and December 18, 2009.  A number of factors precipitated the 
decision to move to a virtual format.  The most pressing issue was that many active 
librarians in the Instruction Section lost their travel funding this year and for the 
foreseeable future.  They wanted to remain involved, but were unable to meet the 
attendance requirements of our in-person committees.  At the same time, ALA 
decided to compress the meeting schedule by one day which makes our already 
packed schedule even tighter.  The Executive Committee had been considering 
virtual participation at all levels in the Section for many years, but this year the 
financial and time constraints made the decision to go virtual much easier.

 It is my hope that virtual Midwinter will provide us with many positive 
outcomes, including:
Encouraging transparency

In a face-to-face meeting, the ALA Open Meeting requirements can be met by allowing participants who attend 
the conference to attend our committee meetings.  In an online setting, attendance must be open to any member
of ALA.  I believe that by opening up our committee meetings to interested individuals, our activities will be
more transparent and responsive to our membership.

Planning for the IS Soirée at Midwinter in Boston is well under way!  For 
those of you new to IS, the Soirée is a relaxed ‘meet and greet’ event with 
members of our Section.  It gives you a chance to enjoy good company 
and conversation with other instruction librarians.  New attendees can be 
matched with veteran attendees if they wish, and people can come and 
go as they choose. 

Previous Soirée attendees will notice that the event has moved to 
a new day on the conference calendar—it will be held on Saturday, 
January 16, 2010 from 5:00pm to 7:30pm at José McIntyre’s, 160 Milk 
Street, Boston, MA 02109 

http://www.irishconnection.com/index.php?id=42

To RSVP, stay tuned to the IS Website for more details:  <http:/www.
ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/eventsconferences/
soireemw.cfm>

Marilyn H. Steinberg and Mark Szarko, 
Co-Chairs, Local Arrangements,
Boston Midwinter
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Supporting flexibility
Virtual meetings can also be more flexible to accommodate the schedules 

of the members.  This year, we are hosting our virtual meetings within
a 5-week period.  Executive Board liaisons will be able to attend all
committee meetings instead of trying to visit portions of their designated
committees’ meetings throughout the usual two hour meeting time.  We
can also invite other committee chairs to attend meetings to collaborate
more effectively.  For example, the Local Arrangements Chair could
attend the Membership meeting to discuss the upcoming Annual
Conference activities.
Improving effectiveness

The regularly scheduled Midwinter and Annual Conferences encourage 
our standing committees to schedule their workflow deadlines around these 
two dates.  Our task forces are not as tied to that schedule and tend
to work more quickly as a result.  By removing the Midwinter target for
starting work on committee projects, we can aim to be productive
throughout the year or on a schedule that fits our needs and the 
workflow of academic instruction librarians.
Increasing support from ALA and ACRL for virtual work

Many of the ACRL Sections are experimenting with virtual Midwinter 
meetings and some have already made the switch.  We need standardized 
technology that supports virtual meeting spaces to facilitate coordination
of such a large endeavor.  ACRL is looking closely at these needs and the
Instruction Section will provide the ACRL Board with feedback based on
our experiences this year.

The Instruction Section is over 30 years old and with this maturity comes 
history and tradition.  Moving meetings, changing workflow, asking our
committees members to develop a new set of skills for working virtually
- all of this can create a feeling of uncertainty.   I am not surprised by 
the “we’ll make it work” attitude of our Committee Chairs, but I am
grateful for their willingness to find solutions.  I hope we can have
productive discussions to make virtual meetings work well for us in the
future.  

If you plan to attend Midwinter in Boston, we will provide a combination 
Advisory IS Member meeting to solicit input on the experiences with a
virtual Midwinter.  We will also replicate this feedback session in a
virtual environment.  We will post the schedule for this virtual meeting
in ALA Connect.  

This is an exciting time to be involved in the Instruction Section and I 
hope that if you are not currently involved that you check us out in ALA 
Connect and consider attending a Midwinter committee meeting as a 
visitor. I also encourage you to contact me directly with your concerns 
and suggestions.

Clara Fowler, Chair
Instruction Section 
2009-2010

If you’re going to Midwinter in 
Boston, please keep in mind these two IS 
Discussion Groups. 

The Current Issue Discussion Group 
will provide a wonderful opportunity to 
discuss instruction-related topics with 
colleagues, network with others interested 
in instruction, and keep up-to-date on the 
latest technologies and teaching trends.  

 The first current topics discussion, 
“Beyond the Basics: Teaching Students 
Through Experiential Research”, will be 
held during the Midwinter conference on 
Saturday, January 16, 2010 from 4:00pm 
to 5:30 pm.  

While librarians are accustomed 
to teaching students to identify and 
evaluate the research methods used in 
an information source, should they also 
be collaborating with faculty to teach 
research methods? Librarians Amanda 
Hornby, University of Washington 
Seattle, and Jackie Belanger, University 
of Washington Bothell, will lead this 
discussion on teaching qualitative 
research methods to engage students in 
“hands-on” scholarly work.

T h e  s e c o n d  c u r r e n t  t o p i c s 
discussion,“What Works? Sharing Best 
Practices for Teaching Information 
Literacy Online” will be held online
shortly after the Midwinter conference. 
This is the first time that IS has offered
a virtual discussion forum and it will 
provide an opportunity for librarians 
who are not able to attend the Midwinter 
conference to engage with colleagues on 
instruction-related issues.  This online 
discussion, led by Mona Anne Niedbala, 
Lori Mestre, Lisa Baures, and Veronica 
Bielat, will allow participants to share and 
learn about best practices in designing 
online courses and library learning 
modules, including the use of Web 2.0 
tools and learning objects for student 

IS Discussion Groups for
Midwinter Meeting

continued on page 6



From the Desk of the Vice-Chair
I am honored and excited to be writing 

this column as the Instruction Section Vice-
Chair/Chair-Elect for 2009-2010. I have been 
an Instruction Section member for several 
years now and an active committee volunteer 
for most of that time. To me, one of the great 
things about ALA and ACRL is that the 
sections are run by us, the members (with 
excellent guidance from the organization’s 
administration, of course); everyone has the 
chance to volunteer and the opportunity to 
participate in the work of the organization. 
We are successful because of our hard work 
and commitment to the Section. 

We have more than 4,000 Instruction Section members and about 25 com-
mittees and task forces to which members may be appointed. I encourage 
each of you, who have the time, to make the commitment, to fill out the com-
mittee volunteer form (found at http://www.acrl.org/volunteer). Let me 
know your interests and I will do my best to match you with an appropriate 
assignment. Committee work is real work and is often time-consuming, but 
it is also immensely rewarding. Through my Instruction Section committee 
appointments, I have had the great pleasure of working (often virtually) with 
many devoted colleagues from across the country – and Canada - whom I 
never would have had the opportunity to know otherwise. Instruction Sec-
tion involvement is a great way to network and to serve the profession.

In the past, committee work has required two face-to-face meetings, at the 
ALA Midwinter Meeting and the ALA Annual Conference.  However, un-
derstanding that for many of us travel budgets have been reduced or elimi-
nated, at the 2009 ALA Annual Conference our section Chair, Clara Fowler, 
suggested that we hold a virtual Midwinter Meeting for 2010. The Executive 
Committee approved a trial virtual Midwinter Meeting for the Section. If the 
2010 virtual Midwinter Meeting goes well (and we expect it will) the Section 
will continue this practice in order to make committee involvement more ac-
cessible to more members.

I met several of you at the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago and you 
let me know that you are interested in committee service – thank you for 
that! Most committee positions will be appointed next spring for the 2010/11 
cycle, but there are a handful of vacancies that I must fill in the next few 
weeks. If you have recently completed a Volunteer Form, your name is in the 
database and a few of you will be hearing from me soon. The due date for 
2010/11 committee appointments is February 15, 2010. For more information 
about committees and appointments please go to: http://www.ala.org/ala/
mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/committees/committeeappointments.
cfm. 

Polly D. Boruff-Jones, Vice-Chair
Instruction Section
2009-2010
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The IS PRIMO Committee would 
like to acknowledge the most recently 
accepted projects into the PRIMO 
(Peer-Reviewed Instructional Materi-
als Online) database.  They are:
• APA Exposed: Everything You Always 
Wanted to Know about APA Format but 
Were Afraid to Ask
http://isites.harvard.edu/apa_ex-
posed
Wendy K. Mages and Deborah S. 
Garson; Harvard University
• Avoiding Plagiarism
http://www.twu.edu/library/tuto-
rial/plagiarism/player.html
Connie Maxwell, Brandy Klug, and 
Greg Hardin with technical support 
from Texas Center for Educational 
Technology; Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity
• Beginning Information Literacy for 
Distance Learners 
http://libguides.eku.edu/tutorials
Nicole Montgomery, Kevin Jones, 
and Brad Marcum; Eastern Kentucky 
University
• It’s Alive
http://www.lycoming.edu/library/
instruction/itsalive.html
Mary Broussard; Lycoming College
• MLA Tutorial
http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/tuto-
rials/mla/mla_tutorial.html
Dennis Paoli, Meredith Theeman, 
Nancy Guerrero, Lauren Yannotta, 
Anthony Gonzalez, Trudy Smoke, and 
Madeleine Fix; Hunter College 
• Peer Review in Five Minutes
http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/
pr/share/
Hyun-Duck Chung and Kim Duckett; 
North Carolina State University
• Secrets of My Research Success
http://www.umuc.edu/library/tu-
torials/RPT/rpt.shtml
Information and Library Services; 
University of Maryland University 
College

PRIMO Database Accepts 
New Projects



Page 4INSTRUCTION  SECTION  NEWSLETTER  -  Fall 2009   

Call for Nominations: 
Miriam Dudley Award

The Miriam Dudley Instruction Librarian Award is named 
in honor of Miriam Dudley, whose early efforts in library 
instruction laid the groundwork for the formation of the 
Instruction Section. This award recognizes an individual 
librarian who has made an especially significant contribution to 
the advancement of instruction in a college or research library 
environment.  The winner will receive a cash award (details to 
be announced; we are currently seeking a new sponsor).  

Nominees should have achieved distinction in one or more 
of the following areas:

• Planning and implementation of an academic instruction 
program in a library environment that has served as a model 
for other programs nationally or regionally 

• Production of a body of research and publication that 
has a demonstrable impact on the concepts and methods of 
teaching and information-seeking strategies in a college or 
research institution 

• Sustained participation in organizations, at the regional 
or national level, devoted to the promotion and enhancement 
of academic instruction in a library environment 

• Promotion, development, and integration of education for 
instruction in ALA accredited library schools or professional 
continuing education programs that have served as models 
for other courses and programs  

A nomination package for the Dudley Award must include 
a letter addressing the nominee’s qualifications and a copy 
of the nominee’s vita with complete contact information. For 
additional information and a list of past recipients, visit http://
www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/awards/miriamdudley.
cfm.   Email your nomination to IS Miriam Dudley Award 
Sub-Committee Chair Sarah McDaniel (smcdaniel@library.
wisc.edu).

Submission Deadline: Friday, December 4, 

2009 Sarah McDaniel

Discover and Contribute to
Information Literacy in the
Disciplines’ New Wiki

During the past year, the Information 
Literacy in the Disciplines (ILD) Committee 
worked to move standards and curricula 
information from a static website to an 
interactive wiki (http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/
index.php Information_literacy_in_the_
disciplines <https://exmail.oregonstate.
edu/exchwebbin/redir.asp?URL=http://
wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/Information_
literacy_in_the disciplines>).  

Our goal as a committee is to provide 
up-to-date information about information 
literacy resources in specific disciplines to the 
library instruction community, and providing 
this information via a wiki seemed like a 
logical step in making these resources more 
accessible.  

Now you can contribute too!  The wiki makes 
it easy for both committee members and non-
committee members to share resources.  Are 
you a Physics (Pharmacy, Philosophy, Political 
Science, the list goes on...) Librarian? Check 
out the wiki and see if you have resources to 
add that we haven’t considered.   Don’t worry 
- you won’t break it, and members of the 
committee are carefully monitoring the page 
so they can help make changes if necessary.  

By checking out the new ILD wiki, you 
can learn something new and help serve the 
instruction community with your discipline-
specific knowledge!

If you have any questions or comments 
about this project, feel free to send them to me 
at hannah.rempel@oregonstate.edu.

Hannah Gascho Rempel

Jaena Hollingsworth, Assistant Librarian 
and English Department Liaison at 
Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis, has been named the Indiana 
Library Federation’s Outstanding New 
Librarian for 2009.

CURRENTS
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IS Presents Special Certificate of
Recognition and Appreciation to
Communications in Information Literacy

Stewart Brower and Christopher Hollister, editors and cofound-
ers of the journal Communications in Information Literacy, received 
the ACRL Instruction Section Special Certificate of Recognition 
and Appreciation at the 2009 Instruction Section Program, ALA 
Annual Conference, Chicago. This semiannual journal, launched 
in 2007, is dedicated to advancing knowledge, theory, and re-
search in the area of information literacy.  Communications in 
Information Literacy also serves as an academic model for viable, 
sustainable open access publishing. Communications in Informa-
tion Literacy is available at http://www.comminfolit.org/index.
php/cil/index.

In honor of their pioneering work, Brower and Hollister received 
a plaque that read as follows: “In recognition of Stewart Brower 
and Christopher Hollister for launching Communications in Infor-
mation Literacy, the first born-digital, open-access peer reviewed 
journal devoted entirely to information literacy.”

Brower is director of the University of Oklahoma at Tulsa 
Library, and Hollister is information literacy librarian for the 
University at Buffalo’s Arts and Sciences Libraries. 

In the history of IS Awards, only two others have received the 
Special Certificate:  Martin Raish in 1996 for his stewardship of 
BI-L, and Barbara Wittikopf in 1998 for editing the journal Research 
Strategies. 

Three other awards were presented at the IS Program. Trudi 
E.  Jacobson received the Miriam Dudley Instruction Librarian 
Award.  Carolyn J. Radcliff, Mary Lee Jensen, Joseph A. Salem, 
Jr., Kenneth J. Burhanna, and Julie A. Gedeon received the Ilene 
F. Rockman Publication of the Year Award for their book A 
Practical Guide to Information Literacy Assessment for Academic Li-
brarians. The IS Innovation Award went to Abby Clobridge and 
David Willson Del Testa for the Bucknell University World War 
II Poster Project. 

The IS Program took place at the ALA Annual Conference, 
Sunday, July 12, from 3:30pm to 5:30 pm, in the Williford Room 
of the Chicago Hilton. Following the awards presentations, the 
program featured the interactive panel discussion ‘Illuminating 
New Instruction Research: Applying Research to Practice.’

Emily C. Rogers
Elizabeth Kocevar-Weidinger

Candidate Slate for 2010 
Election

Each year the Instruction Section elects people 
to three positions – Vice-Chair/Chair Elect, Mem-
ber-at-Large, and Secretary.  The ballot in spring 
2010 will reflect the recent change in Executive 
Committee membership which increases the 
number of Members-at-Large from three to four 
and decreases their terms from three years to two 
years.  You will be asked to vote for two of the four 
individuals running for Member-at-Large.

The IS Nominating Committee thanks these 
members for agreeing to stand for election to IS 
offices on the 2010 ballot.

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect:
Stephanie Michel, University of Portland
Merinda McLure, Colorado State University

Member-at-Large:
Meghan Sitar, University of Texas at Austin
Mark Szarko, Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy
Merinda Hensley, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
Amy Deuink, Pennsylvania State University at 
Altoona

Secretary:
Anne-Marie Deitering, Oregon State University
Mireille Djenno, Drake University

Please participate in the spring elections—your 
vote is important!

2010 Nominating Committee:
Jennifer Dorner
Alec Sonsteby
Clay Williams
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MW DISCUSSION GROUPS, 
continued from page 2IS Awards Committee Invites

Nominations!
The ACRL Instruction Section Awards Committee invites nominations 

for the 2010 Ilene F. Rockman Instruction Publication of the Year and 
the Instruction Innovation Awards. We need your help identifying 
outstanding contributions to information literacy and instruction. 

If you wish to acknowledge an excellent article or book or recognize 
an innovative program, please notify the IS Awards Committee by 
sending us your nomination electronically by the December 4, 2009, 
deadline.
The Ilene F. Rockman Instruction Publication of the Year Award 
honors the late Dr. Ilene Rockman, a nationally recognized leader in 
information literacy. The Rockman Award recognizes an outstanding 
article or book on instruction or information literacy in an academic 
library environment, published within the last two years.

Publications are judged on the basis of relevance to the field of 
instruction in academic or research libraries, originality, timeliness, and 
quality of writing. Winners are awarded a $3,000 cash prize donated by 
the Emerald Group. Nominations must include complete publication 
information, a letter of support explaining how the publication meets 
the award criteria, and, whenever possible, a copy of the publication.

The Instruction Section Innovation Award recognizes a project from 
within the previous two years that demonstrates creative, innovative, or 
unique approaches to information literacy instruction or programming. 
Past awards have recognized well-known programs and initiatives such 
as the World War II Poster Project, the Embedded Librarian Project, the 
Community Workshop Series, the UWired Freshman Interest Group 
Program, the TILT tutorial, and the University Library’s Instructor 
College.

The winning project team is awarded a $3,000 cash prize donated 
by LexisNexis. Nominations must describe how the nominated project 
meets the award criteria and include a letter of support and additional 
documents to present the project’s purpose, content, impact, and 
innovative aspects.

A complete description of each award, including eligibility and 
selection criteria, submission requirements, and past recipients, is 
available on the IS Website at  http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/
acrl/about/sections/is/awards/index.cfm

Submission Deadline: All submissions for both awards must be 
received electronically by December 4, 2009. Please e-mail your 
Innovation and Rockman nominations and direct all related inquiries 
to the IS Awards
Committee Co-Chairs:

Emily Rogers: ecrogers@valdosta.edu 
Elizabeth Kocevar-Weidinger: kocevarweidingerea@longwood.edu 

engagement, and collaboration with 
faculty.

Complete information on the Discussion 
Groups will be announced in the ALA 
program and on the Instruction Section 
Website.  Questions about the Midwinter 
Discussion Groups can be directed to the 
Co-chairs of the Discussion Group Steering 
Committee: Carrie Forbes (carrie.forbes@
du.edu) or Merinda Hensley (mhensle1@
illinois.edu). 

Carrie Forbes

• Special Collections Video Tutorial
http://media.lib.ecu.edu/spclcoll/quiz/sc-
tutorials.cfm
David Hisle; East Carolina University, 
Joyner Library
• Understanding Information Sources
http://www.twu.edu/library/tutorial/in-
formation/
Connie Maxwell, Brandy Klug, and Greg 
Hardin with technical assistance from Texas 
Center for Educational Technology; Texas 
Woman’s University
• ZSR Library Toolkit
http://zsr.wfu.edu/toolkit/
Lauren Pressley, Kevin Gilbertson, and 
the staff of the Z. Smith Reynolds Library; 
Wake Forest University, Z. Smith Reynolds 
Library

Congratulations to the creators of these 
excellent tutorials!  Look for interviews with 
the creators of these projects at the PRIMO 
Site of the Month Website during the next 
few months.  For more information about 
these projects, visit the PRIMO Website at:  

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/
acrl/about/sections/is/projpubs/primo/
index.cfm

Nominations and submissions for PRIMO 
are solicited twice a year. The Spring 2010 
nomination deadline will be April 25, and 
the submission deadline will be May 9.

For more information about the PRIMO 
project, please contact committee co-chairs 
Ken Burhanna at kburhann@kent.edu or 
Carol Spector at csspector@usfca.edu.

PRIMO, continued from page 3


