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IS Midwinter Welcome & Orientation Session 
Saturday, January 20, 2007
10 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Location: TBA

Find out more about IS com-
mittees and projects at the 2007 
AlA Midwinter Meeting in 
Seattle. You’ll learn about the 
structure of IS, have an op-
portunity to meet and talk with 
committee chairs, and to find out 
how to get involved in IS. 

whether you are new to IS 
or library instruction, or want 
to become more involved in IS 
activities, make plans now to at-

tend the IS Orientation session!
Following a brief introduc-

tion to the benefits of being an 
active IS member, attendees will 
have the opportunity to circulate 
in the room and to learn more 
about the work and projects of 
the various committees.

IS has many opportunities for 
you to get involved. Join us at this 
great session!

Claudia Ruediger 
Amy Deuink
Co-Chairs, Membership Com-
mittee
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From the Desk of the Instruction Section Chair
 the Instruction Section’s executive Committee and Advisory Council are 
committed to broadening the range of the activities that contribute to the 
professional development of our members. Since Annual, we have made 
progress toward this goal by:
► Sponsoring an Instruction Section Member for ALA’s Emerging 
Leaders 2007 Program
the executive Committee chose Merinda Mclure as the recipient of IS 
sponsorship to AlA’s emerging leaders Program. Merinda is the Chair 
of the IS research and Scholarship Committee and her application dem-
onstrated clearly the leadership she has shown in her professional work at 
Colorado State University. we are happy to provide Merinda with what-
ever support we can to participate in this exciting program. IS sponsor-

ship consists of a $500 travel stipend to each of the Midwinter 2007 and Annual 2007 AlA meetings, 
where the emerging leaders participants will be attending training. while IS Sponsorship does not 
guarantee Merinda a place in the program, it will give her application preference. 
► Establishing the Library School Outreach Task Force 
the library School Outreach task Force will develop a toolkit of print and online resources that 
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outreach volunteers can use 
to inform graduate students in 
library and information science 
programs about professional 
development opportunities of-
fered by ACrl and to help the 
students work with their schools 
to develop library instruction 
and information literacy courses 
within their own programs. On-
going recruitment, training, and 
updates to the toolkit will be 
the responsibility of the Profes-
sional education Committee. 
► Creating the IS Mentoring 
Program Committee 
Since Annual, the Instruction 
Section has acted on the recom-
mendations of the IS Mentor 
task Force and charged the new 
Mentoring Program Committee 
to develop and manage a men-
toring program that will pair 
experienced instruction librar-
ians with newer librarians, or 
librarians new to instruction.  
For more information about 
these and other new devel-
opments in the Section, we 
encourage you to visit the 
Instruction Section’s web site 
frequently at: http://www.ala.
org/ala/acrl/aboutacrl/acrlsec-
tions/instruction/homepage.htm 
and to check out the news page 
for updates and announcements. 
Be aware that for the next few 
months there will not be many 
changes to this site. AlA is 
switching to a new content 
management system and at this 

point, every change we make in 
the old system will have to be 
redone in the new one. when 
this is complete however, we’ll 
be working to improve the de-
sign of the IS site in accordance 
with feedback gathered through 
the Communication Commit-
tee’s “IS Homepage Survey.”  
You can also find out about 
these and future developments 
at the upcoming AlA Midwin-
ter Meeting, where you will be 
able to:

• Mingle with your colleagues 
at the IS Soiree Friday night 
from 5:30-7:00 p.m. there 
will be a cash bar, but no 
advanced charge. we are still 
looking for a location, so stay 
tuned for more information.
• Attend the IS Members 
Orientation Saturday morning 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. where 
you will learn more about the 
work of the various commit-
tees and task forces and about 
how you can get involved in 
the Section.
• Sit in on a committee meet-
ing Saturday afternoon from 
1:30-3:30 p.m. or Sunday 
morning from 8:00-10:00 a.m.  
• Participate in the Current 
Discussion Groups scheduled 
for Saturday from 4:00-6:00 
p.m. and Sunday from 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.

I am greatly looking for-
ward to the meeting in Seattle, 
which coincidentally, happens 
to be my hometown. while Per-

ry Como sang that “the bluest 
skies you’ve ever seen are in 
Seattle,” that doesn’t tend to be 
the case in January. Blue skies 
could unexpectedly appear 
however; sometimes there is a 
break in the gloom and there 
will be a stretch of days where 
it is cold, clear, and absolutely 
beautiful. So bring your um-
brella and extra socks for your 
wet feet, but don’t forget your 
sunglasses. I look forward to 
seeing you there!

Jennifer Dorner
Chair, Instruction Section
2006-2007

CHAIR, continued from page 1

If you’re going to Midwinter, 
you won’t want to miss the two 
IS Discussion Groups. 

The first group, led by Justine 
Martin (Minnesota State Univer-
sity) and robin ewing (St. Cloud 
State University) is called “Digi-
tal Gaming in library Instruc-
tion.” It will be held on Saturday, 
1/20/07, from 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Digital gaming is a fairly new 
concept in instructional circles 
and the discussion will start 
with a review of its pedagogical 
benefits. 

the discussion itself will cen-
ter on whether or not gaming can 
be used by instruction librarians 
to engage today’s students. there 
will also be information on what 

IS Midwinter Discussion 
Groups

continued on page 3
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resources might be needed to start 
digital gaming at your institution. 
Since this is such a new area for 
instruction librarians, this discus-
sion should prove to be interest-
ing as well as a great learning 
experience.

On Sunday, 1/21/07, from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Karen 
Munro (University of California, 
Berkeley) and Merinda Mclure 
(Colorado State University) will 
lead a discussion on “e-learn-
ing Spaces: librarians in Course 
Management Systems (CMS)”.  
this discussion will focus on 
what campuses are doing with 
CMS systems and how librar-
ians can become more involved 
in courses presented using these 
systems. Many campuses have 
seen a dramatic increase in the 
use of CMS systems both for 
on-campus and distance learning 
and librarians have been thinking 
strategically about ways to embed 
themselves in these courses. this 
discussion will be a great oppor-
tunity to see how other librarians 
are working with these systems. 

Discussion Group venues will 
be announced in the AlA pro-
gram. Please plan to attend one 
or both of these sessions at Mid-
winter in Seattle. You will have 
the opportunity to learn and talk 
to colleagues about exciting de-
velopments in instruction through 
these Discussion Groups.

Rebecca Jackson

DISCUSSION GROUPS 
continued from page 2

People, Projects, and Publications of 
Distinction: 2007 Awards Search Now 
Underway

the search for the 2007 recipients of the Instruction Section’s three 
prestigious awards: the Miriam Dudley Instruction librarian Award, 
the Innovation Award, and the Ilene F. rockman Instruction Publica-
tion of the Year Award, has begun in earnest. each year, the dedicated 
members of the Awards Committee invest months poring over the 
literature, reading inspiring stories of individual accomplishment and 
organizational innovation, and deliberating carefully to select the win-
ners—but we depend largely on you to bring worthy candidates to our 
attention. Please take time to nominate this year’s best and brightest, 
whose work ensures the continued evolution and vitality of our field. 
If you know of an innovative project or program, an outstanding ar-
ticle or book, or an individual who has made a significant, distinctive 
contribution in instruction and information literacy, let us know. 
► Nominate a Librarian
established more than two decades ago in honor of Miriam Dudley, 
whose pioneering efforts in the field of bibliographic instruction led 
to the formation of the original ACrl (Bibliographic) Instruction 
Section, the Miriam Dudley Instruction librarian Award recognizes a 
librarian who has made a significant contribution to the advancement 
of instruction in a college or research library environment. the winner 
receives a $1,000 cash prize donated by elsevier. nominees should 
have achieved distinction in one or more of the following areas:

• Planning and implementation of an academic instruction program in 
a library environment that has served as a model for other programs 
nationally or regionally
• Production of a body of research and publication that has had a 
demonstrable impact on the concepts and methods of teaching infor-
mation-seeking strategies in a college or research institution
• Sustained participation in organizations, at the regional or national 
level, devoted to the promotion and enhancement of library instruc-
tion in an academic environment
• Promotion, development,  and integration of education for instruc-
tion in AlA-accredited library schools or professional continuing 
education programs that has served as a model for other courses 
and programs.the Dudley Award nomination package must include 
a letter addressing the nominee’s qualifications, and a copy of the 
nominee’s vitae with complete contact information.

 ► Nominate a Project
established in 1995, the Innovation Award recognizes a project, 
implemented within the past two years, that demonstrates a creative, 
innovative, or unique approach to information literacy instruction or 

continued on page 6
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From the Desk of the Vice-Chair: 
Volunteering for IS Committees

the following slate of can-
didates will appear on the 
Instruction Section election 
ballot in spring 2007: 

Vice-Chair /Chair -
Elect:
Susan Miller (Southern 
Connecticut State Univer-
sity)
Sarah McDaniel (University 
of California Berkeley)

Secretary:
Anna M. Van Scoyoc (em-
ory University)
Susan A. Vega Garcia (Iowa 
State University)

Member-at-Large:
ellysa Stern Cahoy (Penn-
sylvania State University)
Christopher Hollister (Uni-
versity at Buffalo)

the nominating Commit-
tee 2007 would like to thank 
the candidates for agreeing 
to stand for election to IS 
offices. the responsibili-
ties of each of the positions 
are available on the IS web 
site. 

Keith Gresham, Chair 
Nancy Dewald
Rocco Piccinino
Nominating Committee 
2007

Candidate Slate 
for 2007 Election

As the incoming Vice Chair for the Instruction Section, my at-
tention has been focused on the structure of the committees and task 
forces that make up the working units of our organization. with 4,216 
members as of August, 2005, IS continues to be the second largest 
section in ACrl, according to the ACrl 2004-2005 Annual report 
<http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/aboutacrl/whatisacrl/0405annualreport.
htm>. Approximately 160 of our members are currently serving as 
members of the Section’s committees and task forces.

At any point during the year, IS members are welcome to sub-
mit the volunteer form available from the Instruction Section’s web 
pages at: http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/com-
mitteevolunteer.htm. It is a good idea, before volunteering, to check 
details about the committee charges at: http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl-
bucket/is/welcome/gettinginvolved.htm.  

the majority of the year’s new appointments are made in the 
spring so that new appointees will be in-line to replace the committee 
members whose terms end after Annual (June 30). IS members are 
therefore encouraged to fill out the Committee Volunteer forms by 
February 15th in order to be considered during this cycle.  

One of the interesting discoveries I have made during my first 
three months in this role is the extent to which the appointment pro-
cess is not limited to the spring. Jennifer Dorner (current IS Chair) 
mentioned this at our recent “welcome and Orientation” sessions 
at the Annual Meeting in new Orleans. At the time, I assumed that 
meant just a few task force openings or committee vacancies might 
open up during the year. this year however, due to the establishment 
of new committees and task forces, plus a handful of unexpected 
vacancies, I made over 30 appointments between July and mid-Sep-
tember. Since the volunteer forms are kept on file for at least a year, I 
was able to pull from a pool of over 80 volunteers. the forms are not 
kept on file indefinitely of course; members who wish to continue to 
be considered for appointments should resubmit the form each year.

the Instruction Section thrives due to the active participation of 
its membership. I encourage you to volunteer. If you have questions 
about the process not answered here or on the web at: http://www.
ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/welcome/gettinginvolved.htm, please contact 
me.

Jean Caspers 
Vice-Chair, Instruction Section
2006-2007
jcaspers@linfield.edu 
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You may remember being invited to participate in ACrl’s May 2006 survey of its 10,032 members. 
The survey aimed to determine member satisfaction with the organization and to find out just what it is 
that we value most about our membership. 37.9% of ACrl members responded to the survey and 15% 
of those respondents indicated that the Instruction Section (IS) was their primary ACrl section. 

A glance at the responses from this 15% of respondents paints a picture of Instruction Section mem-
bers.

It is not surprising that most described their job function as either information literacy (45%) or 
reference (24%). 25% of respondents affiliated with IS are under the age of 35, with the largest number 
(33%) being between the ages of 46-55. One should note however, that the majority of all survey re-
spondents (34%) were between the ages of 46-55. Only 15% of all survey respondents were under the 
age of 35 and 19% were between the ages 36-45.

Reflecting on what IS members value about their membership in ACRL and the Instruction Section, 
45% of members say that the most important benefit of ACRL membership is professional develop-
ment, followed by professional journals (24%). By  contrast, survey respondents say the most important 
benefit of membership in the Instruction Section is networking with peers (23%), followed closely by 
electronic discussion lists (21%), and conferences & preconferences (19%).

Overall, IS members are generally satisfied with the “bang for the buck” their ACRL member-
ship provides. 69% indicate they are extremely satisfied or somewhat satisfied with the value they get 
from their ACRL dues. The majority of respondents are extremely satisfied or somewhat satisfied with 
ACrl’s responsiveness to member interests (64%) and higher education issues (76%).

 Committees thinking of planning conference programs and activities will be interested to learn that 
59% of survey respondents indicate they are extremely likely or somewhat likely to attend the bi-annual 
ACrl conference, while interest in attending AlA Midwinter or Annual conferences is not as strong 
(37% and 47% respectively).

 Claudia Ruediger and Amy Deuink
Co-Chairs, Membership Committee

ACRL Membership Survey: A Snapshot of IS

New Bibliography from Research & Scholarship Committee
the IS research and Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce their latest publication: A 

Bibliography of Research Methods Texts. the bibliography is currently available from the research 
and Scholarship Committee web site <http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/publicationsacrl/research-
Methodstexts.pdf>. 

the bibliography includes nearly 50 reviews written by committee members. each entry also in-
cludes citations for other published reviews. the bibliography was designed to complement the Re-
search Agenda for Library Instruction and Information Literacy by providing librarians with an annotat-
ed list of texts to guide them throughout the research process. the bibliography includes several entries 
for introductory research textbooks, as well as books on specific research methods, such as quantita-
tive analysis and focus groups. the project involved a great deal of work on the part of the 2005-2006 
research and Scholarship Committee: Alison Armstrong (Intern), Polly Boruff-Jones, Christen Cardina, 
nancy Dewald, wendy Holliday, Christopher Hollister, Merinda Mclure, Anna Pilston (Chair), robert 
withers, Mark Spasser, and terry taylor.

Merinda McLure
Chair, IS Research and Scholarship Committee
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ILD Committee Promotes New Information Literacy Stan-
dards for Anthropology and Sociology Students

Information literacy in the 
Disciplines (IlD), one of the new 
committees created during the re-
cent restructuring of the Instruction 
Section, has as its charge to gather 
and promote information literacy 
standards and curricula developed 
by accrediting agencies, profes-
sional associations, and institutions 
of higher education nationally and 
internationally. this Committee 
will continue the work begun by 
the IS teaching Methods Commit-
tee and will expand upon these re-
sources both in terms of scope, i.e. 
looking at national as well as inter-
national standards, and in terms of 
range; drawing upon new resources 
as they become available.

One such resource is the re-
cently released draft of Information 
literacy Standards for Anthropol-
ogy and Sociology Students (July 
7, 2006) produced by the Instruc-
tion and Information literacy 
Committee of the Anthropology 
and Sociology Section of ACrl.  
<http://www2.lib.udel.edu/subj/
soc/anssiilstandardsdraft.doc>. 
this document serves as a model 
for other disciplines both in terms 
of its structure and its approach.  

the draft’s structure is based 
upon the ACrl Information lit-
eracy Competency Standards. In 
addition, the ethical implications 
of information literacy are woven 
into the other four standards so that 
it is seen as an integral part of the 
entire information-seeking process. 
the measurable outcomes for each 
element of the standards are de-
scribed in terms of “key behaviors 

for success” and are organized so 
that they build from basic to more 
advanced. 

the approach of the authors 
of the draft standards is both in-
clusive, with the involvement of 
librarians and faculty, and “big 
picture”; the document’s pre-
amble indicates the consideration 
given to the broad range of uses 
for this valuable tool. not only 
are the standards an important 
way to infuse coursework and 
assignments with the appropriate 
critical approaches to research 
and discipline-specific informa-
tion, but they can also assist in 
communication at all levels:  fac-
ulty and librarians with each other 
and with students, faculty and 
librarians with administration, 
curriculum committees, and ac-
creditation teams. the standards 
also help students to understand 
what is expected of them as 
researchers in the disciplines of 
anthropology and sociology.

the bibliography accompa-
nying the draft includes resources 
on information literacy in general, 
as well as resources on anthropol-
ogy, sociology, and other disci-
plines. the Information literacy 
in the Disciplines Committee will 
make these standards available 
through its web site (revised ver-
sion due out by Midwinter 2007) 
and will investigate other sources 
of information on information 
literacy in specific disciplines. 
with models such as the AnSS 
Standards, it is our hope that other 
disciplines will follow their lead 

and create valuable roadmaps to 
information literacy from which 
their faculty, librarians, and stu-
dents can benefit.

Terry Taylor
Chair, Information Literacy in 
the Disciplines Committee

programming in an academic li-
brary setting. Past winners have 
been at the forefront of national 
trends and have served as adapt-
able models for other institutions. 
lexisnexis sponsors the Innova-
tion Award, donating $3,000 to 
the winning project team’s home 
library. Your nomination package 
must include a letter describing 
the innovative project, and suf-
ficient supporting documentation 
for the committee to understand 
its purpose, content, impact, and 
innovative aspects.
► Nominate a Publication  
recently renamed in honor of 
our distinguished colleague and 
nationally recognized leader in 
information literacy, the late Dr. 
Ilene rockman, the Publication 
of the Year Award recognizes an 
outstanding article or book relat-
ing to instruction or information 
literacy in an academic library 
environment, published within 
the last two years. the emerald 
Group, publishers of reference 
Services review, sponsors this 
award and donates $3,000 to 
its recipient. nominations must 
include a complete citation and 
letter of support, along with a 

continued on page 7

AWARDS continued from page 3
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Management and Leadership 
Committee: New Name, New Initiatives

Formerly known as the Management of Instruction Services Com-
mittee, the newly-named Management and leadership Committee (M 
& l) has been reconstituted and re-charged to “promote effective lead-
ership and management of academic library instruction programs…”  
toward that end, our committee is engaged in an ambitious survey 
project leading to an inventory of training programs and methods for 
library instructors.

last year, under the superb leadership of Jean Caspers (current IS 
Vice-Chair), the committee advanced the survey project by distributing 
the survey to ACrl institutions. with about 1200 possible respondents, 
the survey was completed by just over 400 institutions, providing a very 
encouraging response rate. the survey results are now being analyzed 
by committee members for possible implications.

the purpose of the survey is to determine how member institu-
tions prepare library instructors to teach. Our ultimate intention is to 
create an inventory of training techniques and activities that serve as 
a reference tool for those engaged in training library instructors. It 
was thought at one time that M & l would use the survey to create a 
Best Practices document but this idea has since been deemed neither 
practical nor useful, given the ephemeral nature of pedagogy.

M & l will also be assisting the IS executive Committee by test-
ing AlA’s new online community software. we have been trained in 
the use of the software and will be using it to see if we can conduct 
any of our business in advance of Midwinter. So far, we have used the 
software to share files and to communicate through e-mail.  Soon, we 
will be testing its potential as an online meeting place as we attempt 
to conduct virtual meetings.

Speaking of virtual: for the first time, our committee has a virtual 
member - tamara Butler (Bryant & Stratton College).  Our other mem-
bers are Susan Avery (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), 
Diane Dallis (Indiana University), Mary evangeliste (University of 
Arizona), Michele Ostrow (University of texas - Austin), and Dena 
Marger (new York Institute of technology).  

We are looking forward to the year, confident that we will be able 
to contribute in a meaningful way to the Instruction Section’s overall 
mission.

Michael F. Russo, Chair
Management and Leadership Committee

copy of the publication whenever 
possible.

Submission Details
A complete description of 

each of the awards, including 
eligibility and selection criteria, 
submission requirements, and 
past recipients is available on the 
IS web site at http://www.ala.
org/ala/acrlbucket/is/isawards/
awards.htm. Please review this 
information prior to submission 
of your nomination.
Miriam Dudley Instruction 
Librarian Award
Send your nominations and di-
rect all related inquiries to the IS 
Miriam Dudley Award Sub-Com-
mittee Chair, lisa J. Hinchliffe, 
University of Illinois, 1408 w. 
Gregory Drive, library 434, 
Urbana, Il 61801. tel: 217-333-
1323, e-mail: ljanicke@uiuc.
edu.
Innovation Award and Ilene F. 
Rockman Instruction Publica-
tion of the Year Award
Send your nominations and di-
rect all related inquiries to the 
IS Awards Committee Chair, 
Kathleen Gallagher, University of 
California, Berkeley, 302 Moffitt 
library, Berkeley, CA 94720-
6000. tel: 510-642-3217, e-mail: 
kgallagh@library.berkeley.edu.

Deadline: All submissions must 
be postmarked by 
December 1, 2006. 

Kathleen Gallagher
Chair, IS Awards Committee

AWARDS continued from page 6
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Association
the IS PrIMO Committee 

would like to acknowledge the 
projects most recently accepted 
into the PrIMO database. they 
are:
• Beyond the Walls of Your Li-
brary:  How to Find Books and 
More
Authors: Project Manager: em-
ily Hart, SUnY Fredonia; Soft-
ware Developer: Andrew wiss; 
western new York library 
resources Council Storyboard 
team:  Kerrie Fergen-wilkes, 
SUnY Fredonia; David Schoen, 
niagara University; Sheryl 
Soborowski, lewiston Public 
library; elise torre, for Kaleida 
Health libraries; Andrew Yea-
ger, Medaille College
http://www.niagara.edu/library/

tutorial/tutorial.html
• What Makes a Journal Schol-
arly?
Authors: eileen Stec, Mabel 
Smith Douglass library, rut-
gers University
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/
~estec/tutorials/scholarly.htm
• EZ Research Workshop Tuto-
rial
Authors: Avril Cunningham, 
California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona
http://breeze.csupomona.edu/ez
• Workshop on the Information 
Search Process for Research 
(WISPR) in the Library
Authors: Shauna rutherford, 
K. Alix Hayden, Paul Pival, 
University of Calgary, Alberta 
http://library.ucalgary.ca/wispr

Congratulations to the cre-
ators of these excellent tutorials! 
look for interviews with the 
creators of these projects at the 
PrIMO Site of the Month web-
site over the next few months. 
For more information about these 
projects, visit the PrIMO web 
site at the following Url: http://
www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/is-
committees/webpages/emerging-
tech/primo/index.htm.

nominations and submis-
sions for PrIMO are solicited 
twice a year. For more informa-
tion about the PrIMO project, 
please contact committee co-
chairs terrence B. Bennett at 
tbennett@tcnj.edu or Susan A. 
Vega García at savega@iastate.
edu.

 

PRIMO Database Accepts New Projects


