
Instead of the Message from the Chair column, this newsletter will
include a message from the Executive Committee that addresses an issue of
interest to our membership.

What’s the issue? Over the last few years many Executive Committee
members have thought of the Section as being about information literacy,
even though there have been no discussions of a name change. We don’t
think we’re alone in this perception, but we have heard recently from some
IS members that they are uncomfortable with, or disagree with, the term
information literacy, and sometimes even with the concept itself.

There are three concerns we hear most often.  First there is the feeling
that Information Literacy has become a bandwagon — one day a library
has a BI program, the next it’s called Information Literacy with nothing
more changed than the name.  Second, realizing that true information lit-
eracy programming includes partnering with faculty for curriculum integra-
tion, some individuals fear that their campuses do not value librarians enough
to include them as part of curriculum planning or reform efforts.  And last,
some instruction librarians have expressed feelings that their accomplish-
ments to date are no longer valued in the new world of information literacy.

What’s in a name? Many of you will remember this question from 1995,
when the Bibliographic Instruction Section changed its name to Instruction
Section. Cerise Oberman wrote an article at the time considering where the
phrase BI had originated, and whether it still accurately represented the
work of most Section members. She discovered that the term BI was not in
common use when adopted by the Ad Hoc Committee on Bibliographic
Instruction in 1971. She suggests that the term bibliographic instruction
was a conscious attempt on the part of the original BIS organizers to differ-
entiate their focus of activity (instruction in the use of library resources)
from the norm of that time (orientation to library buildings).

It is time again to broaden our vision and we will need new language to
help us do that. Library instruction is a part of our vision, but it is a means,
not the end.  It is part of a continuum that prepares students for lifelong
learning.  Clearly, this enormous task belongs to all campus educators —
faculty, librarians, technicians, advisors, peers, etc. — all planning and work-
ing together.
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Nominating Committee announces

Candidates for 2001
The following slate of candidates has
been selected for the Spring 2001
Section election:

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect
Craig Gibson

George Mason University
Trudi Jacobson

State University of New York -
Albany

Secretary
Nancy Dewald

Pennsylvania State University
Ross La Baugh

California State University -
Fresno

Member-at-Large
Jeffrey S. Bullington

University of Kansas
Susan Miller

Quinnipiac College

The IS Nominating Commitee 2001
thanks these candidates for their
willingness to stand for election to
Section offices.  The responsibili-
ties of the offices are available on
the Section website.

Randy Burke Hensley, Chair
IS Nominating Committee 2001

Vote!
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The Instruction Section has a reputation for being a
vital, innovative, and energetic organization within ACRL.
It cannot remain that way without the continued involve-
ment of an engaged, proactive membership.  You can con-
tribute to the section’s continuing success in several ways:

1. Make your ideas and concerns known to the IS
leadership.  I am very interested in hearing what issues are

foremost in your mind and how IS can better serve you.  Contact me via email
at bswoodar@uiuc.edu or by regular mail at 300 Library, University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, 1408 West Gregory Drive, Urbana, IL  61801, or by
phone 217-244-1882, or by fax 217-333-1116.

2.  Participate in the work of the section. Serving on an IS committee as an
intern or a member provides a wonderful opportunity to interact with your
colleagues in accomplishing our important mission.  As Vice-Chair of the In-
struction Section, it is my responsibility to make committee appointments that
begin immediately after the Annual Conference in San Francisco in July 2001.
Most appointments are for a two-year period, with intern positions being only
for one year and task force appointments for specified time periods.

In order to serve on an IS committee, you must be an ALA member and an
ACRL IS member.  You may serve as a Committee Intern for one year or as a
full Committee member for two years.  Interns serve as recording secretaries
for committees during their one-year tenure, and can volunteer to serve as full
members once they have completed the internship.  Please keep in mind that
committee members and interns need to attend all the committee’s meetings at
both Midwinter and Annual Conferences during their tenure on a committee.

I need to know which committees interest you so that I can make better
committee assignments.  If you cannot attend the upcoming Midwinter Meeting
in Washington, D.C., please take a look at the IS home page to examine the
committees’ pages which report their activities, publications, and minutes.  If
you can attend Midwinter, attend Advisory Council to get a feel for overall
committee activities, or visit committee meetings to meet committee members
and see what future projects are being examined. Fill out the committee volun-
teer form on the IS Web page and send it to me.

3.  Give us your input on individuals you would like to see lead this organi-
zation.  Contact  Nominations Committee Chair Susan Miller
miller_su@scsu.ctstateu.edu

I’m looking forward to working within IS over the course of the next three
years, and hope to hear from you.

BethWoodard
Vice-Chair/Chair Elect

Get Involved in IS
From the desk of the Vice Chair
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Vibiana Bowman of Rutgers
University was appointed IS
Website Administrator in October
2000. Bowman had been working
on the site on an interim basis, fol-
lowing the departure of Ann Scholz-
Crane from Rutgers. When Scholz-
Crane was appointed to administer
the IS website, Rutgers agreed to
host the site on its server. The fate
of the IS pages was uncertain until
Bowman volunteered to help.

Vibiana, or Vib as she prefers
to be called, and Karen Williams
have prioritized the backlog of pages
to be added or updated. Contact
Vib at bowman@crab.rutgers.edu

Bowman Assumes
Website Duties

Marji MacKenzie of the Uni-
versity of New Orleans begins her
editorial responsibilities with this
issue of the IS Newsletter. Because
the type of people who become
editors are fussy and can never
leave well enough alone, you can
expect changes. Most of the text in
this issue is printed in a larger type
size to make it easier to read. To
accommodate this change, the
newsletter has gone from six to eight
pages.

Comments, complaints and ku-
dos can be directed to Marji at
mmackenz@uno.edu

MacKenzie Edits
IS Newsletter
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Let’s Talk about Information Literacy  (continued from page 1)

Over the last couple of decades many of us have become excellent
teachers and lesson planners.  What we have accomplished on our cam-
puses has been very valuable and deserves recognition.  But it isn’t enough
to prepare our students for their rapidly changing information society.

Information literacy is a relatively new educational reform movement
gaining attention in higher education. Success for librarians in this move-
ment will require more leadership risks, especially in working with faculty
and campus administrators.  Historically we’ve directed our efforts at indi-
vidual classes and a few programs like freshman composition. We haven’t
been terribly concerned with permanently integrating information literacy
across the curriculum.  Recently the importance of information literacy has
been recognized and endorsed by a number of higher education groups.
As a result, many of us are now faced with institutional mandates for devel-
oping programs, student learning outcomes, and assessment tools. This is
forcing us out of our comfort zones to work on hard political issues of
cooperation and curricular collaboration at all levels.

There are very few institutions that have accomplished this level of inte-
gration.  There are no formulas or easy answers.  Most of us on Exec will
admit that at times we feel daunted by the scope of this new work, or
frustrated by our particular campus climates.  But we have a vision.  We
remain convinced that students benefit most from information literacy in-
struction that is articulated throughout the curriculum, and that librarians
cannot do this alone.  Developing a strong vision is an important first step.
Working together and sharing best practices will help us to take subsequent
steps.

We invite you to share your thinking and continue this discussion on BI-
L. (You can ask Martin Raish, the listserv administrator, why the list is still
called BI-L.)  Do you find this movement exhilarating? Daunting? Do you
look at future directions and find your current contributions validated? Have
you found that different terms work better on your campus — Information
Fluency, Information Competence, or Nancy Kranich’s 21st Century Lit-
eracy?

For instructions on joining or sending messages to BI-L, go to the IS
Web site at www.libraries.rutgers.edu/is/bil.html

Executive Committee members:

Jennifer Dorner
Keith Gresham
Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe
Abigail Loomis

The Association of College and
Research Libraries (ACRL) has
appointed a team of librarians from
California State University – San
Marcos to serve as ACRL Infor-
mation Literacy Consultants. ACRL
has defined the role of the consult-
ants as one of providing infrastruc-
ture to leverage librarians, faculty,
and others in higher education ef-
forts to advance the information lit-
eracy agenda. The consultants will
work with existing ACRL informa-
tion literacy projects, develop a
framework for expanding programs
in response to needs and create a
core of baseline information. The
ACRL Board has appointed an In-
formation Literacy Advisory Com-
mittee that will work closely with the
consultants, helping them to set pri-
orities and identify needs.

ACRL was awarded a two-
year grant from the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services (IMLS)
to conduct a pilot study addressing
the assessment of student learning
outcomes using ACRL’s Informa-
tion Literacy Competency Stan-
dards for Higher Education. The
ACRL Information Literacy Con-
sultants will also serve as project
leaders for the grant.

The consultant team is com-
posed of Gabriela Sonntag, Coor-
dinator of the Information Literacy
Program; Ann Fiegen, Business Li-
brarian; Judith Downie, Adjunct Li-
brarian; and Marion Reid, Dean of
Library and Information Services at
California State University – San
Marcos.

ACRL press release

ACRL Announces
Information Literacy
Consultants

Mary Jane Petrowski
Beth Woodard
Karen Williams



ACRL uses its Strategic Plan to provide a framework for all of its decision
making, both long and short term. In order to respond to the rapidly changing
academic environment, ACRL updates its Strategic Plan every five years. The
latest revision was approved by the ACRL Board of Directors in January 2000.

The Instruction Section is committed to supporting the mission and strate-
gic directions of ACRL.  Since the beginning of the Section we have revised our
Strategic Plan three times in order to more closely align it with ACRL’s goals.
Now, once again, we have a revised plan that parallels ACRL’s document in
both tone and content.

The IS Strategic Plan is designed to be a living document with the flexibility
to respond to changes in higher education and academic libraries. The Execu-
tive Committee welcomes your comments on the revised plan, and will take
them into consideration for the next revision. You can find the document on the
IS Web site. Send comments to Jennifer Dorner at jldorner@bsuvc.bsu.edu

Jennifer L. Dorner
IS Secretary
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Has technology affected the performance of your professional respon-
sibilities? Has your role in the library changed because of new technolo-
gies? If not yet, will it soon? If these questions interest you, please join the
ACRL University Libraries Section for a discussion of “Technology and
Libraries: The Evolution of New Roles” at ALA Midwinter.

Innovations in electronic delivery of information resources affect the
role of librarians and the delivery of library services. This meeting is an
opportunity to discuss these innovations and share ideas for meeting the
challenges that accompany them.

Three members of the Instruction Section will be leading the
discussion:

Cerise Oberman , Dean of Library and Information Services at
SUNY, Plattsburgh

Mary Jane Petrowski , Head of Library Instruction at Case
Library, Colgate University

Karen Williams , Team Leader of the Digital Library Initiatives
Group at the University of Arizona.

Each speaker has been involved in technological initiatives at their insti-
tutions. Their experiences may provide some insight into how librarians
have responded to new technologies and how their roles have changed.

This meeting is sponsored by the ACRL University Libraries Section
Current Topics Discussion Group. The scheduled time is Saturday, January
13, 2000, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.; the location will be announced later. For more
information, contact Jennifer Dorner at jldorner@bsuvc.bsu.edu.

Electronic Delivery & You at Midwinter
ACRL/UL Current Topics Discussion Group

Revised Strategic Plan for IS

Please join us for what will be an
enlightening and stimulating discussion!

At the 2000 ALA Conference
in Chicago, the Model Statement
Task Force held a hearing on the
draft revision (text available:
www.libraries.rutgers.edu/is/
projects/objectives/index.html)
of the 1987 IS Model Statement
of Objectives for academic
bibliographic instruction
(www.libraries.rutgers.edu/is/
publications/mso.html). Many
people attended the hearing and
made helpful suggestions for
changes. A call for comments was
also published in the Spring 2000
IS Newsletter, and posted on BI-L
prior to and following the Confer-
ence.

The task force is working on the
final version now which will go to
the IS Executive Board for final ap-
proval before being presented to  the
ACRL Standards Committee for
review and discussion during Mid-
winter in DC. Barring any additional
suggestions for changes, the final
version should be available shortly
after that.

The Asociación Andaluza de
Bibliotecarios in Spain (AAB) is
planning to mount a Spanish trans-
lation of the new Objectives on their
web site, www.aab.es. The AAB
has an agreement with ACRL which
allows them to translate and make
available relevant ACRL documents
electronically and in print.

Esther Grassian
Editorial Consultant
IS Model Statement Revision
Task Force

Model Statement
to be Finalized



The Instruction Section Awards Committee seeks nominations for three impor-
tant awards: the Miriam Dudley Instruction Librarian Award, the
Innovation in Instruction Award, and the Publication Award. Nominations may
be submitted by mail or online at www.libraries.rutgers.edu/is/

Miriam Dudley Instruction Award
The Dudley Award recognizes an individual librarian who has made an espe-
cially significant contribution to the advancement of instruction in a college or
research library environment. Recipients receive a $1,000 award donated by
Elsevier on behalf of its publication, Research Strategies:
A Journal of Library Concepts and Instruction.

Nominees must have achieved distinction in at least one of the following areas:

1. Planning and implementation of an academic instruction program in a
library environment that has served as a model for other programs
nationally or regionally.

2. Production of a body of research and publication that has a demon-
strable impact on the concepts and methods of teaching and
information-seeking strategies in a college or research institution.

3. Sustained participation in organizations, at the national or regional
level, devoted to the promotion and enhancement of academic
instruction in a library environment.

4. Promotion, development, and integration of education for instruction in
ALA-accredited library schools or professional continuing education
programs that have served as models for other courses and
programs.

Nominations must include a letter that indicates the name, address, and
phone number of both the nominee and nominator, a current vita of the
nominee, and a narrative supporting the nomination.

Nominations for the Miriam Dudley Award must be postmarked no later than
December 1, 2000, and sent to:

Mary Jane Petrowski
Head of Library Instruction
Case Library
Colgate University
13 Oak Drive
Hamilton, NY 13346-1398.

For additional information, email Mary Jane: mjpetrowski@mail.colgate.edu

IS Awards Committee Taking Names
Nominate early, nominate oftenInnovation in

Instruction Award
The Innovation in Instruction Award

recognizes and honors librarians who
have developed and implemented inno-
vative approaches to instruction in aca-
demic or research libraries. Beginning
this year, the Lexis-Nexis academic group
sponsors the award and will present the
winners with $3000.

Recipients must have implemented
their ideas in 1999 or 2000 for the award
to be presented in 2001. Nomination let-
ters must include a description of the
innovative project and provide sufficient
supporting documentation for the com-
mittee to understand the purpose, con-
tent, and impact of the program. Self-
nominations are welcome.

The documentation might include
supporting letters, project web site
URLs, copies of project materials, evalu-
ation results, and/or publicity generated
by the project (e.g. news stories).

Publication Award
The Publication Award recognizes

an outstanding publication related to
instruction in a library environment,
published in the preceding two years—
published in 1999 or 2000 for the 2001
award.

Publications can include journal ar-
ticles, books, and book chapters and
may be authored by one or more indi-
viduals. Self-nominations are welcome.
Publications are judged on relevance to
instruction, originality, timeliness, and
quality of writing. Instruction Section
publications are not eligible for this
award.

Nominations for both the Innovation and
the Publication awards must be post-
marked no later than December 1, 2000
and should be sent to:

Barbara Beaton
818 Hatcher South
University Library
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI  48109-1205

For additional information, contact Bar-
bara at barbara@umich.edu

Barbara Beaton, Chair, IS Awards Committee 2001
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Over 190 people attended the Instruction Section’s hugely success-
fully, sold-out, 2000 preconference, Library Instruction on the Web, on
July 7 at the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. Due to this high level of
interest and the overwhelmingly positive response of those attending, IS
and ACRL have decided to offer the preconference again at the ACRL
National Conference in Denver next March. By doing this, we will be able
to share this dynamic preconference with more instruction librarians.

We are pleased that many from our fine panel of speakers will be join-
ing us again in Denver. Dennis Glenn, Visual & Curriculum Design Special-
ist at Northwestern University’s Academic Computing Division, will be re-
turning as our keynote speaker. Mr. Glenn has done some very innovative
work in the areas of Web-based instructional design and how people learn
through this medium. Following his address will be a series of concurrent
sessions presented by academic librarians who will share information about
what technologies are available and offer examples of how these technolo-
gies can be used to deliver effective and innovative library instruction. Par-
ticipants will have the opportunity to choose four topical sessions over the
course of the day. Among the topics to be presented are:

• Designing Interactive Web-based Tutorials
• Understanding Concepts of Web Page Design
• Partnering with Faculty in the Development and Design of

Web-based Instruction
• Bringing User Input into the Design Process

The preconference will be held on Thursday, March 15, 2001, from
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. To keep up with the latest preconference informa-
tion and to register, visit the ACRL National Conference website at
www.ala.org/acrl/denver.html as the conference date draws near. For
more information, please contact Irene Weiner weiner@harvey.bakeru.edu
or Natalie Pelster n-pelster@northwestern.edu, co-chairs of the
preconference planning task force.

Irene Weiner, Co-chair
Preconference Program Planning 2000

Library Instruction on the Web at ACRL
ACRL Denver preconference

The winners of the 2001 Inno-
vation in Instruction Award will be
the first to receive $3000 from the
Lexis-Nexis academic group in ad-
dition to the accolades and
recogition of their colleagues. Last
year, the Lexis-Nexis academic
group, which includes Congres-
sional Information Service and Uni-
versity Publications of America,
approached the Instruction Section
to express their interest in sponsor-
ing an ALA award for a library and/
or librarian who has established an
exemplary information literacy pro-
gram. Rather than create another IS
award, Lexis-Nexis representatives
and I decided that the perfect home
for this cash award would be the
Innovation in Instruction Award.

To learn about past Innovation
in Instruction award recipients and
their projects, visit
www.libraries.rutgers.edu/is/
awards/innovation-winners.html

To nominate a project, see
www.ala.org/acrl/isinno.html for
criteria, eligibility and submission
information. Self-nominations are
welcome. The deadline for submis-
sions is December 1, 2000.

Madeline Copp, Chair
Awards Committee 2000

Lexis-Nexis
Sponsors Award

At Last—the Price of the IS Dinner Explained!
The price of the IS Dinner keeps rising—but that’s not news. What is news is one of the factors contributing to the
rise in the dinner price. Last year, ACRL began handling all of the deposits, contracts, checks, and payments to
restaurants. ACRL charges 10% of the event total and a $1 handling charge per check in order to provide this
service. Another factor that adds to the price of dinner is the rental of the banquet facility. This adds another 7-10%
to the cost of the food that you enjoy. A third factor that you have experienced as a seasoned conference attendee
is that some of our host cities are more expensive than others (for example, Washington, DC has a 10% tax on
food).



Who IS Who: Executive Committee 2000 - 2001
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Chair
Karen A. Williams kwilliam@bird.library.arizona.edu
University of Arizona
Vice Chair/Chair-Elect
Beth Woodard bswoodar@uiuc.edu
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Past Chair
vacant
Secretary
Jennifer L. Dorner  jldorner@bsuvc.bsu.edu
Ball State University

Members-At-Large
1998-2001
Abigail A. Loomis loomis@doit.wisc.edu
University of Wisconsin-Madison

1999-2002
Keith Gresham gresham@spot.colorado.edu
University of Colorado at Boulder

2000-2003
Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe lwhinch@ilstu.edu
Illinois State University

Awards
Barbara Beaton barbara@umich.edu
University of Michigan
Communication
Jon Hufford lijrh@lib.ttu.edu
Texas Tech University
Conference Program Planning 2001
Colleen V. Bell cbell@darkwing.uoregon.edu
University of Oregon
Education
Carla W. Buss cbuss@libris.libs.uga.edu
University of Georgia
Emerging Technologies in Instruction
Peter E. Tagtmeyer ptagtmeyer@mail.colgate.edu
Colgate University
Instruction for Diverse Populations
Jeffrey S. Bullington jbullington@ukans.edu
University of Kansas
List Administrator ex-officio
Martin Raish martin_raish@byu.edu
Brigham Young University
Local Arrangements,  Washington, DC 2001
Madeline Copp  copp@nadn.navy.mil
U.S. Naval Academy
Local Arrangements,  San Francisco 2001
Jennifer Laherty jlaherty@csuhayward.edu
California  State University at Hayward
LOEX Clearinghouse Liaison ex-officio
Julia Nims loex@online.emich.edu
Eastern Michigan University
Management of Instruction Services
Rebecca Jackson rjackson@iastate.edu
Iowa State University

Membership
Cynthia K. Pierard cpierard@ukans.edu
University of Kansas
Model Statement Revision Task Force
Carla List listck@splava.cc.plattsburgh.edu
Plattsburgh State University of New York
Newsletter Editor ex-officio
Marjorie F. MacKenzie mmackenz@uno.edu
University of New Orleans
Nominating 2001
Randy Burke Hensley rhensley@hawaii.edu
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Planning
Mark E. Emmons emmons@unm.edu
University of New Mexico
Policy
Betsy Park ehpark@msuvx1.memphis.edu
University of Memphis
Preconference Program Planning 2001
Alexius Smith Macklin alexius@purdue.edu
Purdue University
Research & Scholarship
Elizabeth A. Dupuis beth@mail.utexas.edu
University of Texas at Austin
Teaching Methods
Laurie A. Alexander lauriea@umich.edu
University of Michigan
Website Administrator ex-officio
Vibiana Bowman bowman@crab.rutgers.edu
Rutgers University

Committee chairs are members of Advisory Council.
For full committee rosters, check the IS website.

Advisory Council
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Join us at

ALA Midwinter 2000  ACRL/IS Dinner Registration Form
Enclosed is my check for $36.20 payable to ACRL  (U.S. funds only; others please use an
international money order.). Registrations will be honored with receipt of check payment.

Checks must be received by December 15th . Cancellations after December 15th cannot be honored.

The Midwinter IS Dinner
Friday, January 12, 2001
from 6pm to 9pm (cash bar from  6pm to 7pm)
Les Halles Brasserie
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue
202-347-6848

Questions: Madeline Copp copp@usna.edu or 410-293-6927

Instruction Section Newsletter
Marjorie F. MacKenzie, Editor
c/o  ALA/ACRL
50 East Huron Street
Chicago, IL 60611

Mail registration and payment to be
received by December 15 to:
ACRL/ IS Midwinter Dinner
Attn: Melissa Cast
50 East Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611-2795
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★  Les Halles

The Mall

Les Halles

Entree Selection:
___ Steak au Poivre Maison (medium-cooked pepper steak served with pomme frites)
___ Tagliatelle Pasta (pasta ribbons tossed with olive oil and fresh seasonal vegetables)

___ This is my first IS dinner. ___ I’d like an IS veteran to introduce me to others.

___ I’d like ADA assistance. ___ I need more than a cancelled check as my receipt.

"

Entrees include:
salad Folle aux Herbes, Mousse au
Chocolat, tea and coffee.


