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ACRL Holds Invitational Conference on Best Practices in Information Literacy. 
 
 
June 13,2002, Atlanta, Georgia-- The ACRL Best Practices Project Team conducted a 
two day conference on information literacy in academic libraries with representatives 
from ten selected institutions based on applications submitted earlier.  The conference 
provided an opportunity for the representatives to share their experiences in developing 
information literacy programs and to review and offer input for the revision of the 
“Characteristics of Best Practice in Information Literacy Programming.”   
 
The ten institutions who participated reflect the diversity of higher education and include:  
Austin Community College, California State University at Fullerton, Elmhurst College, 
James Madison University, Minneapolis Community & Technical College, Ohio State 
University, University of Albany, Wartburg, Weber State University, Zayed University 
(United Arab Emerates). 
 
The draft Characteristics were prepared over an eighteen month period and the applicants 
for the invitational conference were asked to use the Characteristics as a template for 
describing their programs.  The pre-conference draft of the Characteristics is available at 
http://www.ala.org/acrl/nili/criteria.html.  As soon as the revised version is available, 
about December 1, it will be posted at the same site. 
 
Representatives of the institutions included academic administrators, classroom faculty, 
information technologists, librarians and library administrators.  While the institution 
teams did not include someone from each category, the combined attendance provided 
broad representation of the many parts of the academic community that participate in an 
information literacy program. 
 
The conference lead off with a panel presentation and discussion which featured Oswald 
Ratteray, Assistant Director for Constituent Services and Special Programs of the Middle 
States Commission on Higher Education; Cerise Oberman, Director of Library and 
Information Services at Plattsburg State University of New York; and David Eisler, 
University Provost, Weber State University.  Their contributions through brief 
presentations and a question-and-answer session raised issues and provided a broad 
conceptualization of the nature of information literacy programming. 
 
During the following two full days of meetings there were many small group sessions in 
which participants shared their experiences and then critiqued and offered revisions of the 
draft Characteristics.  
 
The Best Practices Project Team is now redrafting the Characteristics and will present 
them in an open hearing at the American Library Association’s Midwinter meetings and 



will seek endorsement from the ACRL Instruction Section and later will seek approval 
from the ACRL Standards and Guidelines Committee and the ACRL Board of Directors.  
 
Those interested in the Midwinter hearing and those who wish to follow the development 
of the Characteristics should check the Best Project Web site 
http://www.ala.org/acrl/nili/bestprac.html . 
 
Inquires can be sent to Tom Kirk, Earlham College, kirkto@Earlham.edu.  


