
ACRL Instruction Section 
Teaching Methods Committee Meeting 

ALA Midwinter Conference 2007-Seattle 
Saturday, January 20, 2007 1:30-3:30pm 
Renaissance Seattle—South/West/North 

 
Members Present:  Rebecca Miller (Chair), Benjamin Treat, Alanna Aiko Moore 
(Intern) , Susie Skarl, Ellysa Stern Cahoy, Jennifer Hootman, Ping Situ 
 
Visitors: Chad Kahl (Executive Liasion), Steve Borelli (Washington State University) 
 
1) Welcome and Introductions 

Rebecca Miller welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked committee members to 
introduce themselves to the group.  
 

2) Additions/Changes to Agenda 
There were no additions or changes to the agenda. 
 

3) Overview of the notes from Saturday’s IS Advisory Meeting—Rebecca Miller 
(Chair) 

 
• Announced sessions at ALA: 1) The structure of IS and communication in ACRL 

was discussed in order to avoid duplication of committee work. 2) Current topics 
such as “digital gaming and library instruction,” and “E-learning spaces: library 
and course learning software” were discussed.  

 
• ALA has a new volunteer form, all committee members who wish to continue on 

committees need to fill out the form, and advise their committee chair.  
 
4) Projects  
 

i) FYE Bibliography 
 

• The committee discussed that fact that Scott Walter’s bibliography was 
not comprehensive, as he picked the resources that he thought were best.  

 
• The Walter’s bibliography was completed in 2004—we discussed if there 

were more recent resources that had not been included.   
 

• The committee discussed whether to include K-12 resources and whether 
to annotate the best ones or include a comprehensive list of resources on 
the bibliography. One of the cons of creating a comprehensive list would 
be the difficulty in maintaining it.   

 
• Jennifer, Ellysa and Benjamin decided to compare their three lists and see 

if there was overlap that would “pop out” the most useful resources.  



 
• It was decided that the most significant K-12 resources would be included 

since collaboration between school librarians and academic librarians is 
becoming more common.  In addition, the K-12 list will inform what 
academic librarians should be preparing for, and support collaborations 
with feeder high schools. 

 
• We also discussed creating a new project on K-12 resources and school 

collaboration. 
 

• In addition, short annotations would be included, as would whole books. 
 

• LIRT has created a list of the Top Twenty Instruction Articles.  Since 
these articles have already been reviewed, the committee decided to 
include these in the bibliography as well.  Reference Services Review also 
publishes a selected list of instruction resources annually with annotations.   

 
• The committee decided to assign items to be reviewed, and the individual 

reviewer will then decide whether or not to include it in the list. 
   

• The committee discussed collaborating with LIRT, AASL, and ACRL 
(Information Literacy Committee is inter-disciplinary)  

 
• The “Items to consider adding after 2004” list was divided up among 

committee members to review. Reviews are due on February 26, and 
should be 2-3 lines and descriptive, not evaluative. Reviews should be sent 
to Benjamin.  

 
ii) Textbook Reviews 
 

• The Project Leader is Jennifer Hootman. 
 

• Task steps are to 1) search new textbooks and assign textbooks to review; 
and assign old textbooks and see if any reviews have been published.  

 
• Elyssa will look for Michelle’s old document.  
 
• The deadline for this project is April 1 to get the reviews to Jennifer, and 

Apr. 15 to send the update to exec. 



 
iii) New Project—Teaching Tips Bibliography  
 

• The committee discussed starting the bibliography small, and then 
expanding it.   This project really speaks to the title of the committee.  

 
• Active learning and classroom management experience was stressed, as 

well as including tips from public sources or from our own personal 
experiences.  

 
• We also discussed “branding” this new bibliography as a project of the 

ACRL IS Teaching Methods committee versus posting the bibliography 
on an existing website.   

 
• The committee proposed that we pick out the best sites, resources, and 

tips.   
 

iv) Future Current Issue Discussions 
 

• The committee discussed brainstorming a current issue discussion topic 
for 2008.   

 
5) Lapsing Terms 

• Susie and Elyssa will renew their term, Ben will not.  Jennifer and Ping 
are current.  Alanna will move from intern to committee member.  
Rebecca will stay on as a virtual member. 

 
6) Chair 

• Elyssa and Jennifer expressed interest in chairing the committee.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:15pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
Alanna Aiko Moore, 1/28/06 
Intern 


