
 
 

Minutes of the Research and Scholarship Committee (R&S), Instruction Section 
(IS), Association of College & Research Libraries (ACRL) 

 
American Library Association (ALA) Midwinter Conference, Seattle, WA 

 
Sunday, January 21, 2007, 8:00 – 10:00 am, W Seattle, Great Room 2 

 
 

 
Present:  Merinda McLure (Chair), Susan Beck (Executive Committee Liaison), Wendy 
Holliday, Nancy Dewald, Karen Munro (Intern), Julie Artman (Guest) 
 
Excused:  Robert Withers, Barbara Petersohn 
 

 
 
Call to Order 
 Meeting called to order, 8:10 am 
 
Procedural Activities 
 Introductions 
 
 Approval of Agenda 
 

Approval of emailed updates to minutes from ALA Annual 2006 (New Orleans).  
These updates are appended to these minutes, from Midwinter 2007. 
 

Updates from ACRL IS Advisory Council & Executive Committee Meetings  
Nominations:  Nominations for IS Exec positions (Vice Chair, Secretary, Members at 
Large) for 2008-2009 slate are due Feb 15.  Online forms on IS website 
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/instructionsection.htm].  Can 
nominate yourself or others. 
 
Minutes:  Committee meeting minutes are due within two weeks.  First draft should 
go to everyone at meeting, including guest.  KM will send minutes out to 
committee members, then to ACRL liaison. 
 
Websites:  Web changes should be sent to web manager Susanna, rather than to 
Regan, due to maternity leave.  Both Susanna and Regan will cycle off at end of 
Annual.  Co-web manager positions will be created.  Mary Ellen Davis said CMS is still 
pending.  Clarification:  committees are responsible for content and code on their 
web pages; the web admins are there to do updates only. 
 
Research:  Jean Caspers, incoming Chair of IS, reported on ACRL's move to expand 
research & presentation opportunities at ALA. 
 
Structural changes:  Jennifer Dorner, current Chair of IS, reported on structural 
changes in ACRL.  The division is looking at having sections use policies and 
procedures instead of bylaws.  The shift will require a multi-year review related to 
ACRL strategic plan.  Also, ACRL recently introduced the idea of moving from having 
Sections to Interest Groups.  IGs would be focused more on virtual exchange, and 

http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/instructionsection.htm


would have a sunset clause of 2 years.  They would be indefinitely renewable.  They 
would allow for cross-disciplinary exchange, and would have fewer structural 
requirements than Sections.  ACRL will, in future, support the creation of new IGs 
over Sections:  i.e., in formulating new groups, ACRL will prefer IGs over Sections.  
Idea is to make ACRL more nimble and agile; IGs can be more responsive to current 
trends, etc.  Also to draw in people who wouldn't otherwise feel they have a home in 
ACRL, such as technical services staff who would otherwise be drawn to ALCTS, etc. 
 
Appointments:   Jean Caspers reported on revision of the ACRL appointment 
process.  Deadline is Feb 15 to apply for appointment or reappointment to ACRL 
committees, at 
[http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=Login&CFID=77140708&CFTOKEN=861
02427].  The ACRL information here indicates that the deadline for 
volunteering is December, though Jean indicates the deadline is February.  
MM will clarify with SB.  Anyone who wants to continue on a committee & whose 
appointment is coming to close, should fill out the form for reappointment.  Those in 
mid-term don't need to fill out the form.  ACRL/ALA uses a standardized form that 
may not include all information IS needs for its appointments, so Jean Caspers may 
be in touch with more requests for information.  Jean has asked committee chairs to 
email her as well so she knows who's interested in continuing on committees and has 
an idea in advance of the number of slots available.  Q:  Is ACRL asking people to 
step out of slots to make room for new appointments?  SB will bring this up at 
Exec meeting.  
 
VP/P-E Candidates:  ACRL Vice-President/President-Elect candidates Erica Linke and 
Scott Walter visited IS Advisory Council.  Today, 1:30 – 3:30 both are presenting 
platforms and will be taking questions.  This will be blogged and podcast on the 
ACRL website for those who can't make it to the session.  
 
Annual Planning Forms:  Jennifer Dorner asked whether the recent revisions to this 
form were good.  Committees’ annual planning forms feed into section chair's report 
to ACRL.  Committees must also complete the Measuring Success form, 
measuring our progress on goals.  Due 4 weeks after Annual. 
 
LOEX:  Brad Seats from LOEX reported on upcoming conferences in San Diego 2007, 
Oakbrook IL 2008.  Hoping to gradually increase attendees from 280 to 300+. 
 
Surveys:  IS has an annual subscription to Survey Monkey.  Committees still have to 
go through publication approval process for surveys. 
 
Members at Large:  IS Exec may revise Member at Large positions.  Currently there 
are 3 MaLs with 3 year terms.  May be moving to 4 MaLs with 2 year terms.  Change 
is in part because it’s difficult to get members to run for Chair due to the time 
commitment of the positions.  However, it is not necessary to move up through 
committees and Exec positions before taking position on Exec.  I.e., prior experience 
as committee chair or position on Exec is not required to nominate for a position on 
Exec. 
 
 
Decisions and Actions 
Fall Projects:  #1, #4, #5 
 
Project #1:  Proposed Publications Maintenance Schedule:  Merinda McLure lead.  

http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=Login&CFID=77140708&CFTOKEN=86102427
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We’ll return to specifics after we decide what we're going to do with particular 
publications. 
 
Project #4:  Update the Pedagogical Journals List:  Nancy Dewald lead.  ND authored 
introduction to explain the project and its rationale, then went through existing list to 
ensure that links are accurate and working, and checked Ulrich's to make sure they 
were English language, peer-reviewed, and pedagogically focused.  Then created 
searches based on subject headings in Ulrich's to find new journals for addition to 
the list.   
Discussion:  Do we want to recommend maintaining this list?  The list provides a 
starting point for those who want to publish outside the library literature, and helps 
librarians know what journals their faculty may be using.  Data collection is minimal.   
Consensus:  Retain and maintain on a 3-year revision schedule, with next 
revision in 2010.  Check links to journals when revising committee web pages.  
Suggestions for publicizing the list so it will be more widely used:  announce by email 
to EBSS and related sections, link from ACRL’s Information Literacy page, publish 
notice in IS newsletter.  Brainstorm further venues by email.  ND will also add 
links to “How to publish in LIS journals” literature (esp. Dorner & Hinchliffe, 
2006) to the list.  MM will confirm with SB that since we’ve changed the 
Pedagogical Journals list, we don’t need to do another publications request.  
ND will send edited pages to KM for uploading to web site.  Committee will 
correspond via email about which of the titles from ND’s revised version we 
would like to include in the list on an ongoing basis. 
 
Project #5:  Updating Committee Web Page:  Karen Munro lead.  Home page edits 
have been submitted and made.   
Question: is there a role for the page besides just housing information about the 
committee?  Do we have a role in helping people find volunteer readers?  Potential 
workload issues.  May not be fruitful to develop our web page because it would 
require people to visit the page for resources; instead, emphasize RSS, blogs, push 
technologies.   
Consensus:  Keep web page for committee business. 
 
 
Spring Projects:  #2, #3, #6 
 
Project #6:  Investigate and disseminate findings on librarians’ application of 
instruction-related research.  Wendy Holliday lead.   
Question:  do we want to survey members?  What would we do with the data we 
collect?  A survey could help us understand whether people use more informal 
methods such as blogs, conversations with colleagues, etc.  Survey results would 
need to be revealed to the wider membership somehow.  An email on ILI-L might be 
more effective.  We wouldn't need permission for a query on ILI-L, whereas a survey 
of the membership requires a publication form and approval.  
Suggestion:  Could we look ahead to doing a session on this topic at a future 
conference?  Build in a focus group or dialogue piece on how people use research?   
Suggestion:  Possible role for R&S committee in providing venue for presenting 
research in progress at conferences—i.e., WESS & RUSA Research Committee 
model.     
Advantages:  provide access to research in progress in more timely way, rather than 
waiting 4 years for publication in journal lit; provide more opportunities to 
publish/present (ACRL must decline many good proposals for lack of space); foster 
new voices.   



Timing:  Midwinter 2008.   
Logistics:  Confer with Susan Beck and Exec on this idea; would need 
timeslot and rooms for Midwinter 2008.  Will confer over email when we get 
back, or possibly consult with Susan Beck today before leaving.  WH will 
send articles to committee list about lit she's found on reading habits, 
conference preferences, etc.  WH will write up a blurb about the idea for SB 
to take to Exec.   
Suggestion: could seed these sessions by asking people who have experience in 
research to attend and share in conversation.  
Suggestion:  Could we do something virtual between now and next Midwinter?  ACRL 
has Learning Time, online learning software.  Could we offer this at no charge?  Pre-
print archive model, as in sciences.  And workshop.  Need to research ACRL's online 
conferencing environment.   
Action:  WH has created an outline of the project with a selected 
bibliography.  See Appendix B. 
 
Project #3:  Update the List of Research Committees in ALA & ALA Divisions.  Rob 
Withers lead. 
Question:  How does this fit into our charge to foster research among the members?  
The list was created for committee work at a particular point in time, which is no 
longer active or current.  Hasn't been updated since creation.   
Consensus:  MM will draft email to Susan asking to let this publication lapse. 
 
 
Project #2:  Bibliography of Citations Related to the Research Agenda.  Barbara 
Petersohn lead. 
Questions:  How do people use this list?  Does it lose value if cites are 2 yrs old, for 
example?  Can we do this in another way?  Could we do bib of current publications 
on hot topics, for example?  Is list comprehensive or selective?  List is 
comprehensive, not evaluative.  No way of knowing who uses it or how they use it.  
ALA can't produce hit counts for pages currently.  
Suggestion:  Given that some researchers are bibliography-oriented, and work from 
lists like this one, can we do a better job of providing a focused, current list of cites 
and pushing it to users to ensure it gets used?  Can we select just the key 
noteworthy articles in a field, annotate them, and push to users via RSS? 
Suggestion:  Could we make links in the Research Agenda to the bibliography 
sections?  To make it a single document rather than two?  Make the documents more 
vibrant and in dialogue with each other?  Research Agenda is aging, too.  
Suggestion:  Can we archive the Bibliography, then focus committee's energies on 
an annual bibliography of selected, noteworthy, annotated cites on a given topic, 
possibly related to the Research Agenda.  I.e., EduCAUSE model of "what you need 
to known about xyz."  Current topic bibs would be archived but  not maintained, 
relieving future committees of the responsibility for doing so.  Could revisit past 
topics in future bibs if the topic warrants re-examination at a future date.  Push 
these shorter, focused bibs to ACRLog.   
NO LEAD FOR THIS PROJECT AT PRESENT. 
 
Meeting adjourned 10:01 
 
Respectfully submitted, Karen Munro 

 
 

 



 
Appendix A :  Updated Minutes from Annual 2006 (approved Midwinter 2007) 
 

January 2007 Update on Action Items from the Minutes of the Research and 
Scholarship Committee (R&S), American Library Association (ALA) Annual 
Conference, New Orleans, LA 

Saturday, June 24, 2006, 1:30-3:30 p.m., Marriott New Orleans 

 

Old Business items: 

 

• R&S publication, “A Bibliography of Research Methods Texts,” is uploaded to 

the committee’s web page and to the IS publications page as a PDF document; 

Committee member, Rob Withers, will convert the text of the document into 

HTML; when HTML version is uploaded to ALA server, announcements will be 

sent to the IS Newsletter, the ILI-L listserv, and to College & Research Libraries 

News. 

 

Action Completed 

 

The HTML version of the Bibliography was posted and linked from the R&S Committee 
index page. Announcements were submitted to the Fall 2006 IS Newsletter, the ILI-L 
Listserv, and to College & Research Libraries News.  

 

• An estimated 400 print copies of the “Research Agenda for Library Instruction 

and Information Literacy” remain undistributed; R&S Liaison to discuss with 

Executive Committee. 

 

Action Completed 

 

Liaison to Executive, Susan Beck, determined with Executive that these copies should be 
passed on to the Library School Outreach Task Force (Chair, Esther Grassian), once it was 
up and running. Transfer is in process. 



New Business items: 

 

• The Research for College Librarianship Committee (RCLC), under ACRL’s 

College Libraries Section, has proposed collaborating with R&S to update the 

InPrint database; the incoming R&S Chair will follow-up with the RCLC Chair. 

 

Action Completed 

Merinda contacted the RCLC Chair and the R&S Committee decided to not pursue 
collaboration on this project. 

• R&S compilations, “List of Pedagogical Journals,” and “List of Research 

Committees within ALA and ALA Divisions” are in need of revisions.  

 

Action Completed 

Review and revisions have been incorporated into the 2006-2007 committee activity plan. 

• New R&S charge includes creation of a bibliography of citations to the “Research Agenda 
for Library Instruction and Information Literacy;” the incoming R&S Chair will follow-up 
with the committee Liaison to clarify if citations should be to the original or revised 
publication, or to both.  

 

Action Completed 

Executive Liaison, Susan Beck, clarified that citations should be to either version. 
Committee determined that citations referencing the Research Agenda will be incorporated 
into future revisions of the existing Bibliography of Citations Related to the Research 
Agenda for Library Instruction and Information Literacy, vs a new bibliography. The 
charge was revised accordingly. 

• R&S will continue e-mail discussions of possible projects for 2006-2007; the incoming 
R&S Chair will follow-up with the committee Liaison to clarify whether or not the new 
charge limits project ideas. 

 

Executive Liaison, Susan Beck, clarified that the committee may propose projects related 
to but not beyond the stated scope of the committee charge. 



  

Appendix B:  Project #6 Outline Documentation by WH 

 

IS Research and Scholarship Committee 

Project #6: Application of Research by Instruction Librarians 

Prepared by Wendy Holliday 

The IS Research and Scholarship committee is interested in learning more about how 
instruction librarians apply research to their practice. The committee is evaluating the 
practical utility of several of its existing publications and would like to learn more about 
what instruction librarians find useful about instruction-related research. The committee is 
also concerned about “closing the gap” between research and practice. Currently, the 
committee maintains a research agenda and extensive bibliography of instruction-related 
research, but we are concerned that the promotion of a research agenda and the 
dissemination of research results might not be helping librarians in their day-to-day work. 

Literature Review 

There is very little published on how librarians apply instruction-related research to 
practice. There are a few articles that describe the application of educational theory 
(Carson & Curtis 1991a; Carson & Curtis 1991b; Shirato). There are several more general 
studies that note a gap between library and information science research and practice, but 
many of these are dated and rely on citation analysis to determine who is conducting 
research and where research is being published. Two studies, from Australia and New 
Zealand, surveyed librarians to determine what librarians read, how they became aware of 
research, the perception of the usefulness of research to practice, and suggestions on how 
to improve the relationship between research and practice. Haddow and Harvey (2003) 
found that newsletters with library content (but little research content) were the most 
widely read publications among Australian librarians surveyed. They also found a low level 
of awareness about research among librarians.  

 

Turner (2002) surveyed New Zealand librarians and found that practitioners did not 
regularly consult the research literature. Reasons for not consulting the research literature 
included time constraints, a preference for knowledge sharing at conferences and 
meetings, and the lack of applicability of research to practical problems. Turner found that 
those attending conferences consulted research more often because librarians often 
learned about research at conferences and meetings. She also found that practice-based 
reporting was more relevant to the decision-making needs of librarians, and that this type 
of information was obtained through less formal channels, such as meetings and 
descriptive reports. Turner also reported on suggestions for improving the relationship 
between research and practice, including encouraging researchers to include practical 
guidelines for applying results in the workplace, providing summaries of recent research 
on listservs and in newsletters, and encouraging staff to attend and present papers at 
professional meetings. 



Possible Projects 

At the Research and Scholarship Committee meeting at ALA Midwinter, we discussed 
several avenues for both investigating the needs of instruction librarians and promoting 
the use of research among a wider audience of instruction librarians. These included: 

• Formally surveying the IS membership to find out how they learn about research 
findings, whether and how they apply them to their work, and how the Instruction 
Section can help close the gap between research and practice. 

• Informally surveying the IS membership via the ILI listserv. 
• Propose a discussion forum at ALA Midwinter 2008 to learn about how librarians use 

research in practice. We could seed the discussion forum with librarians who have 
experience in research. 

• Propose an “instruction research forum” along the lines of the WESS and RUSA 
Research forums at ALA Annual. 

• Conduct a virtual research forum using the ACRL’s Learning Time software. The focus 
of the virtual forum might be on “work in progress” so that researchers can get 
feedback on their research early in the process. A pre-print archive might also go 
along with this idea. 

The first three ideas focus on gathering more information from IS members about how 
they discover and use research. The latter ideas focus on providing access to research in 
progress in more timely way, providing more opportunities to publish/present, fostering 
new voices, and connecting researchers to practitioners. 
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