
 
 

ACRL Instruction Section 
Information Literacy Best Practices Committee Meeting I 

2007 ALA Midwinter Conference: Seattle, WA 
 

Saturday, January 20, 2007 1:30-3:30 pm 
 
 
 
Present: Sheril Hook (chair), Paul Victor, Debbie Gaspar, Allison Level (virtual 
member), Beth Thoms, Diane VanderPol, Polly Boruff-Jones, Rick L. Fought 
(intern) 
 
Visitors: Qiana Johnson, Erica Coe, Shirley Roberts, Yolanda Cooper, Tara 
Carlisle 
 
  I. Welcome and Introductions. 
 
 II. Approval of agenda.  

• No additions or corrections. 
 
III. Announcements 

• Those wishing to join the Information Literacy Best Practices Committee 
are encouraged to email the chair (sheril.hook@utoronto.ca) and to fill 
out the online volunteer form (http://www.acrl.org/volunteer) on the 
ACRL IS web site. Current members of the committee, whose term ends 
this year, but wish to continue on the committee, also need to fill out 
the volunteer form before February 15, 2007. 

• LOEX (San Diego) has raised their cap on participants this year from 280 
to 300. 

 
IV. Background on committee 

• The Information Literacy Best Practices Committee is a new committee 
meeting for the first time at the 2007 ALA Midwinter Conference in 
Seattle, WA. 

• The committee’s beginnings stretch back several years starting with the 
creation of the "Characteristics of Programs of Information Literacy that 
Illustrate Best Practices: A Guideline" document. The committee was 
created to develop, maintain, and promote this document and related 
web site. 

 
V. Overview and discussion of Best Practices web site 
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• We were informed that we needed to factor in extra time into our time 
frame for any changes or additions to the Best Practices web site due to 
the approval process that is in place. 

 
VI. Discussion of draft document that outlines and describes uses of the Best 
Practices Characteristics (Project #1a) and a draft document that lists 
campus-wide institutional documents that may enhance work with the Best 
Practices Characteristics (Project #1b). 

• Question arose as to whether or not a document which would add 
content and characteristics to the Best Practices document need 
approval. We were informed that anything that would be published 
would need to be approved. 

• It was decided that we would hold off on creating these documents until 
next year and concentrate this year on promotion of the Best Practices 
Characteristics. 

 
VII. Brainstorming ideas for promoting the use of the Best Practices 
Characteristics (Project #3) 

• The lengthy process to updating and making changes to the Best 
Practices web site led to the idea of providing summaries on the 
institutions who are having success in using the Best Practices 
Characteristics or are providing examples of Best Practices 
Characteristics, instead of trying to link to these institutions. 

• Identify First-Year Experience and other conferences where we can 
promote the use of the Best Practices Characteristics 

• Identifying people who utilize or have had success with the Best 
Practices Characteristics and encourage them to enter themselves into 
the Expert Database (now called Peer Consultant and Speakers 
Database). The idea is putting people who are using the Best Practices 
Characteristics together with conference planners. 

• Make a proposal to the Discussion Group Steering Committee to have a 
discussion group on the Best Practices Characteristics for the 2008 ALA 
Midwinter conference. 

• Contact Steve Gilbert (TLT/ACRL Workshops) and see if we could 
promote the Best Practices Characteristics there. 

• Contact those teaching the Immersion program and see if they will 
promote the Best Practices Characteristics. 

• Make a proposal for a poster session for 2007 ALA Annual. This would 
need to be submitted by tomorrow (1/21/2007) in order to be 
considered. 

• Create a booklet that provides a checklist of what to do for people who 
are starting an Information Literacy program. 

• In the introduction to the Best Practices document, we could link to 
existing examples (link only to internal ALA documents). 
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• Promote the Best Practices Characteristics on the Wikipedia Library 
Portal and the Library Success Wiki. 

• Soliciting for examples of Best Practices: 
o Make a call for examples on the ILI Listserv 
o Offer some type of recognition to those identified as modeling 

Best Practices – something like the PRIMO web site. 
o Give individuals the opportunity to share their “story” at the 

Discussion Forum. We could arrange to have these stories 
recorded. 

 
VIII. Review agenda for Sunday meeting. 

• It was agreed that we would adjourn for the day and work out the 
details and committee assignments in our next meeting. 

 
 
Adjourned at 3:08 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Rick L. Fought, Intern 
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