
 

2007 ALA Midwinter Meeting 

ACRL Instruction Section 

Advisory Council 

Minutes 

 

Saturday, January 20, 2007 

8:04 – 9:46 am 

W Seattle – Great Room 2 

 

Members Present:  Susan Beck, Terrence Bennett, Jean Caspers, Natasha Cooper, Amy Deuink, 

Mireille Djenno, Jennifer Dorner (ch), Lori DuBois, Elizabeth Dupuis, Susanna Eng, Kathleen 

Gallagher, Esther Grassian, Keith Gresham, Sheril Hook, Rebecca Jackson, Chad Kahl, Jennifer 

Knievel, Elizabeth Kocevar-Weidinger, Melissa Koenig, Lynn Lampert, Mary MacDonald, 

Merinda McLure, Rebecca Miller, Susan Miller, Michelle Millet, Claudia Ruediger, Mike Russo, 

Brad Sietz, Carol Svensson, Terry Taylor, Anna Van Scoyoc, Susan Vega García, Beth Woodard 

 

Members Excused:  Colleen Bell, Regan Brumagen, Christopher Cox, Clara Fowler, Randy 

Hensley, Christopher Hollister, Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe, Elizabeth Blakesley Lindsay, Maud 

Choice Mundava, Rita L. Premo, Judy Solberg, Mark Szarko, Kevin Unrath, Genevieve 

Williams 

 

Guests:  Serin Anderson (University of Washington) 

 

I.  Welcome and Introductions 

 

Meeting was called to order at 8:04 am. 

 

Only one Advisory Council meeting was scheduled so it is easier for people to leave on 

Sunday or early on Monday. 

 

If there is not enough time for Advisory Council members to ask all their questions at 

Advisory Council meeting, they are invited to the second Executive Committee meeting, 

scheduled from 8:00 am -12:00 on Monday, January 22.  The first part of meeting will be 

held open for Advisory Council members to bring matters to the attention of the Executive 

Committee.  Please contact Jennifer Dorner in advance if you have matters that need 

attending to at that meeting. 

 

Introductions were made. 

 

II.  Call for Additions and Revisions to the Agenda 

 

There were no calls for additions or revisions to the agenda.  Susan Beck proposed 

acceptance of proposed agenda.  Mary MacDonald seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

 



 

III.  Old Business 

 

A. Approval of IS Advisory Minutes from 2006 ALA Annual. 

Motion to accept minutes was made by Mary MacDonald and seconded by Lynn 

Lampert.  It was accepted. 

 

B. Announcement of Executive Committee Actions (July – December 2006) 

Jennifer Dorner announced that the list of actions will be appended to the Executive 

Committee Meeting minutes on the IS Web site. 

 

IV.  Announcements 

 

A. Election Slate for 2007-2008 (Gresham) 

Susan Miller and Sarah McDaniel are candidates for the Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect 

positions; Anna Van Scoyoc and Susan Vega García for Secretary; and Ellysa Stern 

Cahoy and Christopher Hollister for Member-at-Large. 

 

B. Nominations for 2008-2009 slate (Dupuis) 

Nominations are due by February 14 and may be sent to any member of the 2007-2008 

Nominating Committee. 

 

C. Survey of IS Chairs regarding Leadership Orientation (Caspers) 

After the Midwinter Orientation, the chairs will be surveyed about the usefulness of the 

orientation and when and how often it should be offered. 

 

D. IS Structure Review Session Announcement (Dupuis) 

Elizabeth Dupuis was charged by ACRL with reviewing the structure of information 

literacy efforts in ACRL.  She has compiled a list of information literacy-related 

committees.  An Information Literacy Structure Review discussion forum is scheduled for 

4:00 to 6:00 pm at the Westin’s Fifth Avenue Room.  There is no document to review; 

the focus is on identifying key issues and concerns related to the structure of information 

literacy efforts in ACRL. 

 

A report is due in April.  If one is interested in being involved in the process, they should 

contact Beth. 

 

E. Reimbursements (Dorner) 

If one has expenses, (s)he should fill out an ACRL reimbursement form from their web 

site; it is linked from the Instruction Section (IS) web site.  Send to Jennifer Dorner with 

original receipts.  She will sign the form, attach the receipts and forward them to ACRL. 

 

F. Minutes (Dorner) 

Addressed question of who is supposed to officially send completed minutes to IS 

Secretary.  According to the tips document on the IS web site, it is supposed to be done 

by the intern, but realistically can be sent by intern or chair. 

 



 

Minutes should be sent to everyone who attended, including guests, for comment before 

being finalized and approved. 

 

Chad Kahl will forward finalized minutes to IS Web Adminstrators for posting on the IS 

web site. 

 

V.  Reports 

 

A. IS Soiree Report 

Amy Deuink reported that the event was a success with approximately 70 participants.  

Of the total of 99 registrants; 58 signed in and 12 more attended without registration. 

 

Jennifer Dorner noted what a good job was done by the organizing committee.  It took 

about two-and-a-half months to find a location that was willing to provide space without 

requiring room rental. 

 

B. ACRL Sections Council (Caspers) 

1. IL structure review 

Jean Caspers noted that Elizabeth Dupuis had covered this information earlier in 

the meeting. 

2. Volunteer Appointment System 

Adam Burling did a good job of explaining the new volunteer appointment system 

to Sections and Jean Caspers will report in greater detail later in meeting. 

3. ACRL web site updating delay 

Mary Ellen Davis explained that a failed Cisco switch is causing the delay in 

implementing the new CMS. 

4. Greater opportunities for presentations at ALA conferences 

Kate Corby of EBSS explained her proposal that ACRL allow members to do 

presentations at ALA rather than the focus on sections exclusively offering 

content.  ACRL Program Development Committee would implement this 

recommendation. 

5. Information Literacy Advisory Council 

Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe provided an updated on their web site.  Elyssa Stern 

Cahoy is the new administrator for the web site and has been waiting 

approximately six months for content management system (CMS) to training so 

she can update the site.  Since ALA originally expected to switch CMS in 

September, they did not want to provide training on old software. 

 

C. ACRL Proposed Structure Changes (Dorner) 

A number of IS Executive Committee members attended a meeting the previous day 

where ACRL representatives discussed results of their examination of its structure.  

Jennifer Dorner distributed a handout from the meeting.  This document was put together 

quickly by the ACRL Board the day before the meeting to spark discussion.  Possible 

changes include the creation of interest groups, conversion of section bylaws to policies 

and procedures to allow for quicker changes, change in the nomination process to 



 

encourage more knowledge-based membership.  Comments are being taken until March 1 

at https://marvin.foresightint.com/surveys/Tier1Survey/ACRL/148 

 

D. Revision of Appointment Process (Caspers) 

The IS web site now takes volunteers to an ACRL volunteer form rather than the 

Section’s own form.  Form was put into place with no input prior to rollout.  With the 

new form, volunteers' ACRL membership must be current and they may volunteer for 

section-level committees only for those sections in which they are members.  Jean did 

report that Adam Burling had been very cooperative since the Executive Committee 

raised some concerns about the limitations of the form.  He has been able to have 

problems fixed and some changes made. Anyone who wants to be re-appointed must fill 

out new form by February 15.  If one is in the middle of an appointment, they do not need 

to fill out form. 

 

Jean will cover this information again at the IS Welcome/Orientation. 

 

E. Revision of Planning Process (Kocevar-Weidinger) 

Planning Committee asked for input on the Advisory Council listserv in the fall on the 

planning forms moving from  a Word Document format rather than web form.  

Committee received a good number of responses, most of which were positive. 

 

Move to word document format helps Planning Committee to compile responses for a 

report to Executive, which in turn uses the information for its report to ACRL. 

 

The Measuring Success Form is due four weeks after annual. This form is being revised 

so its format will mirror the planning forms.  In the past, there was a disconnect between 

annual planning form and measuring success form. 

 

A report template will be created for committees that do the same tasks year after year—

Awards, Conference Planning, Discussion Group Steering, Local Arrangements, 

Membership and PRIMO.  Chairs from these committees will likely hear from a Planning 

Committee member about the document; please respond as soon as possible, so they will 

be ready for use after Annual. 

 

All committees need to fill out the annual planning form in October even if they do the 

same thing year-after-year because it helps out the chair. 

 

In past, the forms ―disappeared‖ after being submitted through the web form.  Discussion 

noted that there should be a repository of these documents for referral by chairs, 

committee members and potential committee members. 

 

A recommendation was made that we should post planning documents similar to the way 

we post minutes.  The committee web site template had this as requirement, but it was not 

clear who would post the document—committee chairs or Planning.  Policy and 

Publication Review committee will discuss this at committee meeting and bring 

recommendations 



 

 

F. LOEX Update (Sietz) 

Brad introduced himself and noted that he had just started in September. 

 

Next conference in 2007 is in San Diego; no LOEX of the West this year.  It is a slightly 

bigger conference than normal with 40 presentations and discussions and 280 registrants.  

LOEX is trying to respond to the demand for the conference by making it bigger, but not 

too large. It will be expanded a bit at a time with over 300 planned for the 2008 

conference in Oak Brook, IL. 

 

Another change for the conference will be greater participation by library and 

information science students.  At the last conference, LIS students did poster sessions, but 

did not get invited to rest of conference.  That will change. 

 

Proceedings will now be self-published because current publisher is winding down to 

retirement.  "Physical book will still be produced, but an e-version will also be made 

available for the first time.  The proceedings also will be made available more quickly 

than in the past." 

 

Looking for a journal that will allow LOEX to provide two to four pages of news items 

and updates.  Quarterly has been slightly revised with new features, including book 

reviews of non-library books and how they might impact instruction.  Monthly Currents 

email newsletter has also been slightly revised. 

 

Web site will get a brief update with a bigger overhaul planned for this summer. 

 

G. Publication Review Schedules (Koenig, McLure, Cooper) 

Policy and Publications Review co-chair, Melissa Koenig, said they have been exploring 

ways to better organize all of the IS’s publications, including information on when they 

were created, last updated and need to be updated. 

 

Merinda McLure, chair of the Research and Scholarship Committee, noted a spreadsheet 

had been created by the Research and Scholarship Committee with the history of 

approximately five of their documents in order to decide if these documents merit 

maintenance. A two-page template was created, noting name, statement of history, 

intended audience, statement of value, indication whether should be maintained or 

archived, maintenance schedule, justification statement and indication of outlet points. 

 

Reorganization of section has caused publications to be moved from one committee to 

another.  Need to ensure information is provided on these documents for the new 

committees. 

 

The effort to review publications has been a three-pronged effort:  tracking down existing 

docs; putting a note-taking structure into place; and updating many of the publications. 

 

Question has been raised in committee work by Policy and Publications Review and 



 

Research and Scholarship on what does ―publication‖ exactly include?  The question 

focuses primarily on whether documents by and about the IS should be tracked. 

 

Jennifer hoped to get recommendations from Policy and Publications Review on the 

updating and archiving of publications.  She noted there also is a problem with resources 

on the web site.  Many web pages are static publications that were not designed to be 

updated.  Need to clarify that they are historical and still useful 

 

Policy and Publications Review hopes to create a model where committees would assist 

in the review process by examining their own documents 

 

VI.  Meetings and Programs 

 

Jennifer Dorner reviewed room locations, times and content for the following IS  Midwinter 

events. 

 

A. IS Welcome and Orientation 

Saturday, January 20, 10:00 - 11:00 am, W Seattle – Great Room 2 

 

B. IS Committee Meetings 

Saturday, January 20, 1:30 – 3:30 pm, Renaissance Seattle – South/West/North 

 

C. Current Topics Discussion Group I:  Digital Gaming in Library Instruction 

Saturday, January 20, 4:00 – 6:00 pm, Hyatt – Leonesa I/II 

 

D. IS Committee Meetings 

Sunday, January 21, 8:00 – 10:00 am, W Seattle – Great Room 2 

 

E. Current Topics Discussion Group II:  E-Learning Spaces: Librarians in Course 

Management Systems 

Sunday, January 21, 10:30 am – 12:00 pm, W Seattle – Great Room 2 

 

VII.  Visits from ACRL Vice-President/President Elect Candidates 

 

Erika Linke visited at 8:41. 

 

Scott Walter visited at 9:14. 

 

Both candidates noted the Presidential Candidates’ Forum on Sunday, 11:30 am – 1:30 pm at 

the Westin – Grand Ballroom I.  Selected, recorded responses will be made available on 

podcasts and ACRL blog will allow candidates to interact with members. 



 

 

VIII.  Discussion Items 

 

A. Clarification of Committee responsibilities regarding web pages 

Discussion centered on who is in charge of creating new documents that need to be 

posted on the web site.  Current guidelines explain the process and note the onus is on the 

committees to create content for their own web sites. 

 

Problems are caused by the existing ALA CMS that takes many steps and considerable 

waiting to update.  This has caused a lot of work for the IS Web Site Administrators.  

Asking them to create content, in addition to updating, would require too much work. 

 

Web administrators will work with committees on how to share information with them on 

posting. 

 

If a committee believes it will have difficulty creating their own web content, the chair 

should contact their Executive Committee liaison. 

 

B. IS subscription to Survey Monkey and procedures for using it 

It was a long process to get the subscription to Survey Monkey. 

 

Noted that rules for releasing surveys have not changed.  Surveys are Type 2 documents 

if internal and Type 3 documents if external.  Type 2 publications need proposals to be 

submitted to the Executive Committee and Type 3 publications need to be submitted to 

the Executive Committee who will pass it along to ACRL.  The latter process allows for 

greater consistency and provides ACRL first access to data. 

 

After Type 2 or Type 3 publication proposals are approved by the Executive Committee; 

the login and password will be provided. 

 

Claudia Ruediger and Amy Deuink, co-chairs of Membership can likely provide 

assistance, as they have experience using the tool. 

 

C. Possible revision of Members-at-Large appointments structure 

This topic will be discussed at later Executive Committee meeting, but Jennifer Dorner 

wanted to provide background information on discussion. 

 

Elizabeth Dupuis started this process two years ago after the IS of the Future Task Force 

pointed out that many people felt IS was cliquish and closed to a large number of people. 

 

Focus was placed on growing leadership, especially jumping from committee level to the 

Executive Committee. 

 

Concern that current Members-at-Large structure, with the three-year term, may dissuade 

individuals from running for Vice-Chair/Chair Elect because it means another three year 

commitment, including Past Chair duties. 



 

 

A suggestion has been made to reduce the terms from three years to two while increasing 

the number of Members-at-Large from three to four.  Such a proposal would require a 

change to by-laws and a year-and-a-half timeline. 

 

Accompanying work on the Executive Committee meeting agenda is focusing on 

clarifying the responsibilities of Members-at-Large. 

 

D. Committee Structure 

If committee chairs think their committee would benefit from co-chairs, please contact 

the Executive Committee. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:46 am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chad Kahl 


