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Association of College & Research Libraries (ACRL) 

Instruction Section (IS) 

Research and Scholarship Committee (R&S) 

 

American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference, Washington D.C. 

 

Saturday, June 23, 2007, 1:30 – 3:30 pm 

Capital Hilton, Presidential Ballroom 

 

 
 

Present:  Merinda McLure (Chair), Christopher Cox (incoming member), Rob 

Withers, Travis Dolence (incoming member), Karen Munro (Intern), Susan Beck 

(Executive Committee Liaison) 

  

Excused:  Wendy Holliday, Barbara Petersohn, Nancy Dewald 

 

 
 

Call to Order 

 Meeting called to order, 1:35 pm. 

 

Procedural Activities 

 Introductions 

 

 Approval of Agenda 

 

Approval of ALA Midwinter 2007 minutes. 

 

Approval of emailed updates to ALA Midwinter 2007 minutes.  These updates 

are appended. 

 

 

Updates from ACRL IS Advisory Council Meeting 

Merinda reported on discussion and announcements from the morning meeting of the 

IS Advisory Council.  

 

For full details, see the minutes for both ALA Annual 2007 Advisory Council meetings 

when they are posted on the IS website http://tinyurl.com/2ujo78   

 

Discussion items 

Request for Publication Lapse:  The 2006-2007 Research & Scholarship Committee 

has been taking a fresh look at the committee‘s charge and publications.  We have 

proposed that the List of Research Committees be allowed to lapse from the revision 

schedule.  IS Exec has not yet responded to this request.   

 

Master Document for Updating R&S Publications:  Merinda McLure has composed a 

document to aggregate information about the various publications, with timelines for 

updating, last revisions, next revisions, history, audience, value, and criteria for 

inclusion.  These dates and timelines were all approved by the group at DC.  Need 

to do final approval of this document with members not present at DC.  (MM 

provide electronic copy to IS R&S discussion list?)  The document will be 

mounted to the IS Research & Scholarship committee website, so that all relevant 

http://tinyurl.com/2ujo78
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information will be preserved in one place for future committees.  KM will send this 

to the IS web managers as a working document for the committee.  (MM 

provide electronic copy to KM?)  KM will also send the timeline to the Policy 

and Publications Review committee, to add to their master list of 

publications for updating.   Policy and Publications Review will undertake to 

remind future Research & Scholarship committees of upcoming deadlines.   

 

Publicizing R&S Publications:  There was discussion of how we publicize our 

publications to the IS and ACRL membership.  This issue may become less 

problematic as we revise the nature of our publications in favor of more ―Hot Topic‖ 

lists, which are simpler to publicize.  

 

Revision of Publication:  The 2006-2007 Research & Scholarship Committee 

completed a revision of the Bibliography of Citations Related to the Research 

Agenda.  This revision will need to be formally approved by IS Exec.  Needed 

edits:  addition of date, hyperlink to the Research Agenda itself, wording in 

header changed to reflect 3-year update cycle once IS Exec approves this 

change, link to MM’s document containing timelines and descriptive 

information, addition of basic information about criteria to header (i.e., 

peer-reviewed, 1997-2007 only), revisions to text as suggested by KM and 

recorded by MM (MM provide to TD for web page edits).  MM will announce 

and promote revision of the Bibliography through ILI-L, C&RL News, LIRT 

list and newsletter, and Instruction Section newsletter. 

 

General Publicizing of R&S Activities and Publications:  MM will add LIRT as an 

outlet for notice about all of our pubs.   

 

Lapse of Publication / Reconsideration of Publication:  The 2006-2007 Research & 

Scholarship Committee discussed a proposal to cease the Bibliography of Citations 

Related to the Research Agenda and replace with a more current and relevant form 

of publication in a more nimble, responsive format.  Conceptual model was a "Hot 

Topic" or "whitepaper" format of publication, covering topics of recent interest, or 

underdiscussed topics.  (Cf. EDUCAUSE‘s "7 Things You Need to Know About…")  

Discussion of whether this is where we want to go, and whether the proposed format 

is a good one:  new format would allow us to be more responsive and approach 

topics that aren't in the Research Agenda.  The Bibliography of Citations Related to 

the Research Agenda also strips out abstracts, subject headings, and other useful 

metadata from citations; it is mainly a product of database searching, rather than 

reading full articles.  The proposed new format could be more selective, a product of 

actually reading articles in full.  The proposed new publication would NOT be 

maintained, as the Bibliography of Citations Related to the Research Agenda is; this 

is a major shift in purpose, and should be taken into consideration.  Its benefit would 

primarily be in terms of current awareness, rather than archiving.  The proposed new 

format would be easier to promote than the Bibliography of Citations Related to the 

Research Agenda.  The proposed new format could tie in with Current Issues 

Discussion Group topics.  We could possibly use the ACRLog as a venue for posting 

or publicizing the publication, to allow comment and conversation.  (Members 

already read ACRLog, as do non-members.)  Would also be static document on IS 

site.  Discuss with ACRL what they'll put on blog. 

  Question:  how many would we propose to do?  Consensus:  One at first, with five 

items on it.  (Could work out to one item per committee member.)   

  Question:  how many years before a topic could be revisited?  Consensus:  Not 

important to determine this yet, can pilot first and see what we think. 
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  Question:  how will we choose the topics?  Brainstorm of sample topics:  social 

networking (MySpace, Facebook); use and abuse of Wikipedia; Google Scholar; 

millennials in classroom; learning styles; co-teaching with faculty; assignment 

design; "information literacy" as a term; I-skills. Comment that the Bibliography of 

Citations Related to the Research Agenda largely excludes all of these topics, due to 

its organization. 

  Question:  if Exec reviews our proposal for fall, could we tackle the first issue of the 

new publication for Midwinter 2008?  We have another obligation for Midwinter:  the 

forum on evidence-based librarianship.  KM would prefer to postpone pilot of new 

publication for Annual, given our obligations for Midwinter.   

  Question:  should we propose to cease the Bibliography, as well as propose the new 

format of publication?  Or should we separate these two proposals?  Consensus: 

leave the decision about ceasing for next year or subsequent year—for now, focus on 

piloting the new format and seeing how successful it is, what overlap there is with 

the Bibliography. 

 

Discussion of Proposed New Publication, for Type 2 Publication Form:  Suggest 2 pp, 

five cites each time, for branding & recognition.  We need a title that is 

memorable and catchy.  Target audience:  instruction librarians (practitioners), 

LIS students, and administrators; not necessarily peer-reviewed; currency is a 

strong emphasis; seeking articles outside of library literature; cohesiveness in 

profession by dint of getting people to read and discuss the same article; draw in 

discussion from outside librarianship.  KM will submit the Type 2 Publication 

Proposal after Annual, after running it by our list. 

 

Publicity for Revision of Pedagogical Journals List:  MM will ask ND if she wants to 

do this; if not, KM will do it. 

 

Updates to Committee Web Page:  MM will retrieve materials from ACRL 

Archive and incorporate them into her maintenance schedule document.  

MM will assist TD with linking the document from the R&S home page, under 

"Ongoing Projects."  MM will get approval from Policy & Publications.  CC:  

should we change wording of home page headers so that the first title 

"Ongoing Projects" is "Publications" instead?  I.e., the categories seem a 

little off.  KM and MM will review web page template and communicate with 

IS web manager to see if we can do this. 

 

 

 

ALA Midwinter 2008 Discussion Forum 

We need more information from IS about the timeslot, format, etc.  SB will let us 

know if 06/07 R&S members can be involved in putting on the MW 2008 DG. 

 

KM will find out from our new liaison, Ellysa Stern Cahoy, the details about 

the MW 2008 Research Forum.  Question:  Will the forum be in the same 

format as our original CIDG proposal?   

 

Leads on the Midwinter 2008 Discussion Forum are KM and MM, with assistance from 

whole committee. 
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ALA Annual 2009 Preconference Proposal 

If we wish to propose a preconference on the topic of evidence-based librarianship 

and the relationship between library instruction research and practice, we should 

propose immediately.  The funding deadline may be July 13.   

 

Discussion:  what would topic be, would we have enough substantial material, what 

sponsorship would IS offer, etc.   

 

KM will find out from our liaison what the deadline is for application; will 

send message to our list soliciting opinions and discussion.  If the 

committee decides to submit, KM will lead the proposal. 

 

 

Measuring Success Form 

MM will draft and turn in within 4 weeks of ALA Annual.  We will not get 

feedback from ACRL on this. 

 

 

Ideas & Suggestions for 2007/08 Committee 

MM:  Try to retain documents instead of sending all to ACRL archive, so they're 

easier to retrieve and use. 

MM:  Should we suggest to Jean that we could use another member or two? 

 

 

Closing & Transitions 

Several weeks after Annual, departing members will be removed from the list; new 

members will be added. 

 

If contact info changes, change it with ALA Directory; it will be automatically 

changed in rosters etc. 

 

MM will send thank you letters to all members for service. 

 

 

 

Adjourned 3:25 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Munro
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June 2007 Update on Action Items from the Minutes of the  

Research and Scholarship Committee (R&S) 

American Library Association (ALA) Midwinter Conference, Seattle, WA 

Sunday, January 21, 2007, 8:00 – 10:00 am, W Seattle, Great Room 2 

 

20 June, 2007 

 

Decisions and Actions 

 

Project #4: Update the Pedagogical Journals List: 

 

 all work on the List was completed in February 2007, lead by Nancy Dewald 

 posting of the revised HTML document, linked from the committee webpage, is 

complete  

 

Project #6: Investigate and disseminate findings on librarians’ application of 

instruction-related research.  

 

In an effort to further this idea: 

 

 Karen Munro, Wendy Holliday, and Merinda McLure submitted an ALA 2008 

Current Issue Discussion proposal on behalf of the current and 2007-2008 R&S 

committees (Appendix A).  

 

o In the interim, Susan Beck took Wendy‘s document (Appendix B in the ALA 

Midwinter 2007 Minutes) to the Executive and in June the IS Executive indicated 

that they would sponsor a separate forum for the proposed discussion, at ALA 

Midwinter 2008. The ALA 2008 Current Issue Discussion proposal was 

subsequently withdrawn (6/12/2007; Appendix A) 

 

o An Executive member also suggested "to raise awareness and encourage 

evidence-based practice" as a possible, relevant addition to the committee‘s 

charge.  

 

Project #3: Update the List of Research Committees in ALA & ALA Divisions.  

 

 Merinda provided Susan Beck with the following text for her to take to IS 

Executive, re our interest in, and justification for, ceasing this publication. IS 

Executive feedback not yet received. 

 

In the 2006 revision of IS committee charges, the Research & Scholarship 

committee‘s charge become more tightly focused on a commitment to existing 

committee publications.  In this context, this year‘s Research & Scholarship 

committee has taken a fresh look at all committee publications included in the 

charge. We began by investigating the history of each publication and went on to 

consider intended audience, purpose, value of future maintenance, possible 

alternatives, and a potential schedule for future revision/maintenance as 

appropriate.  

 

The committee feels that the committee publication, ―List of Research 

Committees of ALA and ALA Divisions‖ 

http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/webpages/research/libraryres

earch.htm , does not merit a commitment to scheduled, future revision and 

http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/webpages/research/libraryresearch.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/webpages/research/libraryresearch.htm
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maintenance and could be appropriately removed from the committee‘s formal 

charge. We would like to request this change and suggest that the list be 

archived (i.e. add a clear statement re same at the top of the list, or remove the 

list from the Web). 

 

Reasoning 

 

o This publication was originally compiled as a project-specific committee tool 

and was not intended for future maintenance (Melissa Becher, Elizabeth 

Dupuis, and Linda Roccos were all contacted concerning the history of the list, 

as they were either named on it/suggested as contacts).   

o The list has not been updated since creation (last update stamp on the 

current page does not reflect content updates), which suggests that it has 

been a low priority for/little used by subsequent Research & Scholarship 

committees. 

o A new version of the list – perhaps with a tighter focus on ACRL vs ALA 

committees, for example – could be readily created when and if there is a 

future need. A clear need for the list‘s content would merit the effort required 

to update the list/create a new one. 

o The committee feels that outside of a specific need the list‘s content does not 

merit the interest and effort required to update, maintain, announce, and 

distribute the list, in order to ensure its practical use beyond the committee. 

 

Project #2: Bibliography of Citations Related to the Research Agenda.  

 

 Susan suggested that we submit a new Type 2 publication proposal outlining the 

publication(s) that we propose might replace the current Bibliography. The 

publication proposal can then flow through the appropriate channels and approval 

for ceasing the current Bibliography can follow.  

 

 We proceeded with a 2007 revision of the Bibliography. Barbara Petersohn led 

this effort and it is near completion. APPENDIX C contains a revised Criteria 

document that guided the 2007 revision. 
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APPENDIX A:  

ALA MIDWINTER 2008 CURRENT ISSUE DISCUSSION PROPOSAL 

 
From: McLure,Merinda  

Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2007 11:17 AM 

To: 'rjackson@iastate.edu' 

Cc: 'Karen Munro'; 'Ms Susan E. Beck' 

Subject: RE: ALA Midwinter 2008 Current Issue Discussion Group Proposal 

 

Dear Rebecca- 

 

I‘m writing to ask if you could remove our proposal from the application pool.  

 

Thank you for your understanding and best wishes in your process. 

 

I‘ve copied here the IS Research & Scholarship Committee‘s incoming Chair, Karen 

Munro, and our liaison to the IS Executive, Susan Beck.  

 

Best, 

Merinda 

 

Merinda McLure 

Applied Human Sciences Librarian / Assistant Professor 

Colorado State University Libraries 

153 Morgan Library 

Fort Collins, Colorado 80523-1019 

Voice: 970.491.7175 

merinda.mclure@colostate.edu 

merindalibrarian (AIM, Google, MSN, Yahoo!) 

 

 

 
From: McLure,Merinda  

Sent: Monday, May 14, 2007 9:04 PM 

To: 'rjackson@iastate.edu' 

Cc: 'is-research@cord.edu' 

Subject: ALA Midwinter 2008 Current Issue Discussion Group Proposal 

 

Dear Rebecca, 

 

Please find attached an ALA Midwinter 2008 Current Issue Discussion Group proposal 

(PDF proposal form and Word attachment). This proposal is submitted on behalf of 

the ACRL Instruction Section Research & Scholarship Committee.  

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Warm regards, 

Merinda McLure 

 

 

Merinda McLure 

Applied Human Sciences Librarian / Assistant Professor 

Colorado State University Libraries 

mailto:merinda.mclure@colostate.edu
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153 Morgan Library 

Fort Collins, Colorado 80523-1019 

Voice: 970.491.7175 

merinda.mclure@colostate.edu 

merindalibrarian (AIM, Google, MSN, Yahoo!) 

 

mailto:merinda.mclure@colostate.edu
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IS CURRENT ISSUE DISCUSSION GROUP, ALA MIDWINTER 2008 

PROPOSAL FORM ATTACHMENT 

 

Proposal Title: 

Research into Action: Leveraging Research in IL Instruction 

 

 

Please attach a summary of the proposed discussion’s focus and its 

rationale of the importance to the profession. 

  

This proposal is submitted on behalf of the Instruction Section‘s Research & 

Scholarship Committee.  It has three key outcomes for session participants, the 

Committee, and the Instruction Section: 

 

1. understand how librarians apply research on information literacy topics to the 

actual practice of instruction  

 

2. uncover and explore the challenges and barriers librarians face in applying LIS and 

education research on information literacy topics to the actual practice of instruction  

 

3. explore possibilities for closing the gap between instruction research and the 

actual practice of instruction 

 

The relationship of information literacy research to actual instruction practices is a 

timely topic as ACRL moves forward with the development of disciplinary research 

competency guidelines.  It is also in keeping with the increasing emphasis on 

assessment and outcomes in academic libraries and their parent institutions.  

Information literacy and broader education research should transform our practice as 

teachers. 

 

The topic is relevant to all librarians with instructional responsibilities, and 

particularly to those who are expected to conduct and publish research.   

 

The session will be of practical value in raising awareness of the gap that currently 

exists between research and practice in library instruction.  We also hope that it will 

start momentum toward closing that gap by suggesting practical ways for librarians 

to share and apply research results.   

 

While the idea of talking about an issue isn‘t new, the proposed session is innovative 

in taking advantage of the CIDG format to draw in comment and creativity from 

instruction librarians at a national level. Combining in-person conversation with the 

wider reach of the Digest distributed on ILI-L, it is an ideal mechanism for reaching 

librarians at all levels of institutions, across the country.   

 

The IS Research and Scholarship committee is composed of librarians with 

longstanding interest in and experience with issues surrounding information literacy 

and research in the field.  While we do not question the importance of conducting 

research in the field of library instruction, we feel it our responsibility to ask what 

role that research plays in the profession.  Our focus is shaped by our belief that this 

discussion will produce practical, innovative ways to tie research more closely to our 

work as teachers and librarians. We attach a literature review of works on the 

relationship between research and practice in library instruction.   
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Discussion Outline 

 

Three overarching questions will direct discussion:  

 
1. How do librarians identify research on information literacy topics and 

apply it to the actual practice of instruction? 

a. what are our information seeking habits? 

(i.e., what materials do we seek, and how do we seek them?) 

b. what are our information and research preferences?  

(i.e., do we generally prefer evidence-based articles or librarian reports of instruction 

practices?  do we prefer different types of information in different contexts?) 

c. how do librarians apply research findings to their actual instruction practice? 

d. what are the barriers to applying information literacy research (and broader 

educational research) in the classroom?   

 

2. Do Web 2.0 and open access tools, approaches, and behaviors hold 

promise for more rapid and effective dissemination and application of 

research on information literacy topics? 

a. how do books, peer-reviewed journals, conference presentations, social 

networking tools, and library project web pages, for example, rank in their influence 

on the practice of instruction? 

b. how might new tools and models be used to increase the positive influence of 

research on the practice of instruction, both before and after publication?  

 

3. How can ALA, ACRL, and Instruction Section activities and infrastructures 

better support the production, dissemination, and application of research on 

information literacy topics?  

a.  how can programming, communication, and publication by these professional 

organizations close the gap between research and the practice of instruction? 

 

 

Please attach a proposed outline as to how you will initiate and facilitate 

discussion, as well as how you will maintain a discussion format. 

  

The following techniques will be used to initiate, facilitate, and maintain a dynamic 

discussion. Participants will depart with practical ideas and new peer connections, 

and will contribute concretely to forward momentum on this issue.  

 

 5-10 individuals nationally recognized for their research in instruction and/or 

their leadership in innovative instruction practices will be invited to participate in 

the discussion as ‗embedded experts‘. This technique was tested in the ALA 
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Midwinter 2007 discussion convened by Karen Munro and Merinda McLure and 

was positively reviewed by discussion participants, the invited experts, and the 

organizing committee. 

 

 the Discussion will be widely publicized between November 2007 and January 

2008, via ILI-L and other ACRL listservs, the ACRLog, and other outlets. This 

publicity will clearly describe the Discussion rationale, focus, intended outcomes, 

format, and participation expectations. It will precede dissemination of the 

accompanying Digest via ILI-L and point librarians to a wiki/blog space for pre 

and post Discussion conversation, particularly for librarians unable to attend the 

discussion in-person. 

 

 a combination of whole and small group discussion will be used to propel the 

discussion, maintain participant energy, and facilitate productive brainstorming 

and networking 

 

 dynamic small group discussion will be fostered by providing groups with 

springboard questions, clear and accomplishable reporting requirements 

supporting whole group discussion, and the rotation of embedded experts among 

small group discussions 

 

 based on past experience with this discussion format, we suggest that the 

session be limited to no more than 75 participants.  This limitation may require 

us to place greater emphasis on involvement via the Digest, ILI-L, and the 

wiki/blog we provide 

 

Contact information for proposed discussion group convener(s): 

 

Karen Munro and Merinda McLure are the incoming and outgoing chairs of the 

Research and Scholarship Committee. While we commit to carrying out this proposed 

discussion and serving as contact persons, responsibility for planning, developing, 

and maintaining all aspects of the Discussion and its outcomes will be shared by the 

2007-2008 committee members.   

 

Karen Munro 

2007-2008 Research & Scholarship Committee Chair 

E-Learning Librarian 

University of California, Berkeley 

Ph. 510.643.1636 

kmunro@library.berkeley.edu 

 

Merinda McLure   

2006-2007 Research & Scholarship Committee Chair    

Applied Human Sciences Librarian    

Colorado State University Libraries   

Ph. 970.491.7175     

merinda.mclure@colostate.edu   

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kmunro@library.berkeley.edu
mailto:merinda.mclure@colostate.edu
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Additional Attachments 

 

Literature Review Summary 

Wendy Holliday, Current Research & Scholarship Committee Member 

 

There is very little published on how librarians apply instruction-related research to 

practice. A few articles describe the application of educational theory (Carson & 

Curtis 1991a; Carson & Curtis 1991b; Shirato). Several more general studies note a 

gap between library and information science research and practice, but many of 

these are dated and rely on citation analysis to determine who is conducting 

research and where research is being published.  

 

Two studies, from Australia and New Zealand, surveyed librarians to determine what 

librarians read, how they became aware of research, the perception of the usefulness 

of research to practice, and suggestions on how to improve the relationship between 

research and practice. Haddow and Harvey (2003) found that newsletters with 

library content (but little research content) were the most widely read publications 

among Australian librarians surveyed. They also found a low level of awareness 

about research among librarians. Turner (2002) surveyed New Zealand librarians and 

found that practitioners did not regularly consult the research literature. Turner 

found that those attending conferences consulted research more often because 

librarians often learned about research at conferences and meetings. She also found 

that practice-based reporting was more relevant to the decision-making needs of 

librarians, and that this type of information was obtained through less formal 

channels, such as meetings and descriptive reports. Turner also reported on 

suggestions for improving the relationship between research and practice. 

 

References 
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bibliographic instruction: macro theory. Research Strategies, 9(4), 164-79. 

 

Haddow, G. & Harvey, R. (2003). How much professional literature do Australian 

librarians read? Disseminating information retrieval research results to Australian LIS 

professionals. Journal of Education for Library and Information Science 44(3/4), 246-

57. 

 

Shirato, L. (1991). Using learning theory in BI. Research Strategies, 9(1), 48-50. 

 

Turner, K. (2002). Do information professionals use research published in LIS 

journals? 68th IFLA Conference, August 18-24, 2002. Available at: 

http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla68/papers/009-118e.pdf. Accessed January 31, 2007. 
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APPENDIX B:  

Criteria document used for work on the Bibliography of Citations Related to 

the Research Agenda for Information Literacy 

 

ACRL Instruction Section: Research and Scholarship Committee 

 

Bibliography of Citations Related to the Research Agenda for Library 

Instruction and Information Literacy: Criteria for Inclusion and Maintenance 

 

6/12/2007 

 

The following criteria for inclusion and maintenance were originally created and 

approved (via the publication proposal process) for the 2005 revision. They were 

used again for the 2007 revision.   

 

 citations to journal articles, books, and book chapters only (no conference 

presentations, white papers, or web sites) 

 citations from refereed journals and scholarly books only (including print and 

electronic publications) 

 citations to research-based, empirical, case study, and review materials only 

 citations to materials related to library instruction and information literacy within 

the context of higher education only, excepting for Section IA (Academic library 

instruction & services to high schools), and Section III B.5 (Coordination of 

institutional standards for information literacy with those of professional 

organizations, K-12 education, or others) 

 citations from English language materials only (allowing for Australian, British, 

and Canadian journal literature) 

 citations published within the previous 10 years only (the Bibliography is weeded 

with each revision) 

 

The Bibliography is intended as a selective—not comprehensive—resource to 

supplement the Research Agenda for Library Instruction and Information Literacy. 

Some citations will be relevant to and may appear in more than one section of the 

Bibliography; these citations will include ―see also‖ references. 

 

Additional Notes re the 2007 Revision 

 

 added citations to literature published January 2005- 

 removed citations to literature published 1996 or earlier 

 used for searches for all sections the databases ERIC; Education Abstracts; 

Library & Information Science Abstracts (LISA); Library, Information Science, and 

Technology Abstracts (LISTA); Library Literature and Information Science; Web 

of Science  

 

The Bibliography is linked from the Research & Scholarship Committee Webpage. 

 

A copy of each revision is included in the committee‘s formally archived materials. 

 

 

MM 6/12/2007 

 


