
2007 ALA Annual Conference 

Washington, DC 
ACLR Instruction Section 

Planning Committee 
 

Saturday, June 23, 2007 1:30-3:30pm 

Presidential Ballroom, Capitol Hilton 
 

Committee members present: Lori Abrizio, Leslie Bussert, Sylvia C.O. George-Williams, 
Joanne Helouvry, Paul Hrycaj, Liz Kocevar-Weidinger (ch), Sarah Sheehan, Cheryl Smith. 

 
Guest: Emily Love, 2007-08 intern, Jennifer Dorner, IS Chair. 

 

Meeting called to order at 1:35. 
 

1. Introductions 
a. Introductions of all in attendance. 

b. Current committee member roster reviewed.  Sylvia C.O. George-Williams,  Paul 

Hrycaj, and Liz Kocevar-Weidinger will be rotating off after this meeting.  Leslie 
Bussert will complete her internship and begin her membership after this 

meeting.  Emily Love will be the new intern. 
 

2. Approval of agenda and minutes – no changes requested. 
 

3. Announcements 

 
a. Report of IS Executive Meeting 

i. ACRL IS Discussion Forum on Information Literacy in Learning 
Communities at 4pm today at the Capital Hilton, Presidential Ballroom. 

ii. ACRL IS Advisory Council announced results of IS elections.  Jean 

Caspers will be the incoming chair of IS and will be our new liaison to 
the council. 

iii. LOEX will be held May 1-3, 2008 in Oakbrook, IL. 
iv. LOEX of the West will be in Las Vegas, no dates available at this time. 

v. The IS Task Force on the Analysis of Instructional Environments has 

completed editing and cataloging their toolkit of best practices and will 
be posted to the IS website and announced on the ILI-I listserv soon. 

vi. The joint IS/ARTS section conference program, Eye to I: Visual Literacy 
meets Information Literacy is Sunday, June 24 from 1:30-3:30pm at the 

Renaissance Washington hotel, Grand Ballroom South.  Awards will be 
distributed prior to the program. 

vii. The IS Planning Committee’s planning process revisions were presented 

to the Advisory Council this morning. 
 

4. Update on year’s activities and goals/objectives 
 

a. Environmental Scan 

The group discussed the challenges in organizing their research findings for the 
ACRL Executive Committee.  It was decided we needed more clarification from 

the committee on what levels of research on this topic should be reviewed; how 
the report from this research should be presented to the committee; and what 

outcomes they expect from this research.  It was suggested we summarize each 
section of the bibliography and request the last report on this subject to review 



as a potential model.  Some members were also unclear on how this project 

relates to ACRL’s Top 10 Trends announced last spring. (See also section 5.b.i. 
below) 

 
b. Measuring Success Forms 

These forms are submitted to ACRL to show the work IS is doing and how it 

aligns with ACRL goals.  The group reviewed the work completed on revising 
these forms over the last year:  

i. Annual planning form will be updated and is due October 15, 2007. 
ii. Measuring success forms are due in two weeks – each committee will 

have a separate form; these forms emulate the annual planning forms 
by asking for objectives and strategies for meeting goals. 

iii. The two forms will then need to be merged into one and sorted by 

strategies and objectives within the next four weeks. 
iv. The midwinter reporting forms are now obsolete. 

 
  Next steps: 

i. Review last year’s reports for examples of how the two forms were 

merged. 
ii. Send the merged and aligned strategies and objectives to IS 

administration. 
iii. The executive committee will then advise as to where to consistently 

store these data. 
 

c. Annual Reports 

The annual reports are only for those committees producing statistics by 
performing repetitive tasks to gather data, thus we will receive eight fewer 

reports to sort than in the past.  It was suggested the Planning Committee seek 
feedback on these forms after they have been used and submitted to identify 

areas needing refinement or revision. 

 
5. Next Steps/Other 

a. Sylvia updated the IS Planning Committee webpage to create an inventory of 
links to all IS planning pages and forms.   

b. Until we hear more from the IS Executive Committee we have completed all of 

our tasks for this year. 
 

Guest Jennifer Dorner arrived just before the group adjourned to update us on 
what the IS Executive Committee needs from us: 

i. We do not need to continue working on the environmental scan, enough 
information has already been provided and gathered.  Jennifer will share 

our bibliography with the group working on that project anyhow. (4.a. 

above). 
ii. We do not need to combine the strategies and objectives from both the 

planning and annual report forms from committees, as stated above in 
4.b.iii. 

iii. Jennifer suggested our work this year revolve around assessing and 

evaluating the changes we’ve recently implemented in the planning 
process and to consider the feedback loop facilitated by those reports.  

Currently many committees do not receive any feedback on their reports 
from the IS Executive Committee, so we should explore ways to logically 

implement such a feedback loop.  This has already been minimally 
addressed in our conversion of the forms from the web to word 



documents, making them easier to save and share for distribution.  It 

was suggested outgoing chairs of each committee share copies of these 
reports with the incoming chairs. 

 
c. The next committee meeting will take place at ALA Midwinter 2008 in 

Philadelphia. 

d. With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 2:40pm. 
 

6. Action Items 
a. Get volunteer to maintain and update the IS webpage. 

b. Develop strategies/plans for assessing and evaluating recent changes in 
reporting forms. 

c. Explore ways to implement feedback loop so chairs get direct feedback from the 

IS Executive Committee on their submitted annual and planning reports. 
 

 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 

Leslie Bussert, committee intern 

 


