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Committee Members Present: Melissa Becher, Mireille Djenno, Susanna Eng, Alec 
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Committee Members Excused: Lynn Lampert (ch), Richard Wisneski,  Barbara 

D’Angelo (virtual member), Regan Brumagen 

 

Committee Members Absent: Kathryn Krause  

 

Observers: 

Russ Hall, Penn State University (incoming committee member) 

Arianne Hartsell, Florida State University (incoming intern) 

 

 

1.  Preliminaries 

 

a.  Introductions were made. 

 

b.  Agenda Approval.  Alec moved that the agenda be approved and Russ seconded.  The 

agenda was approved unanimously. 

 

c.  The minutes from the Midwinter Meetings were not read.  Susanna will retrieve them 

and send them through email for approval. 

 

 

2. Announcements from Advisory Council 

 

Susanna reported on actions from the Advisory Council meeting held the morning of 

June 23: 

 The conference IS program, “Eye to I,” will be held on Sunday afternoon, 1:30-

3:30pm. 

 Changes have been approved to annual planning forms.  Some committees now 

have more detailed reporting formats. 

 There was discussion of developing a subject archive to ILI-L.  This was Alec’s 

proposal. 

 Advisory is looking for online community software tools that the section could 

use to do its work.   

 



Alec talked about his proposal for a subject archive for ILI-L.  It would be of help for 

topics that come up over and over again because people could be directed to past postings 

of useful information.  The IS Executive Committee will be talking about the idea as well 

as the logistics of who would create and maintain it.   

 

The committee members present agreed that a subject archive would be a good project as 

long as it was used in a way that would not be off-putting to new members.  For example, 

someone who unknowingly posted a previously covered question should be nudged 

toward it in a friendly way rather than chastised.  At Monday’s Advisory meeting, 

another agenda item from Alec on increased moderation of ILI-L will be addressed. 

 

 

3.  Discussion 

 

a.  2006-7 remaining projects/review call to look at possible technologies to improve IS 

communication.   

 

As indicated from Advisory, this topic is moving beyond just the Communication 

Committee to the greater Advisory Council.  The Communication Committee is not 

responsible for putting out a call. 

 

b.  Update on Newsletter/Report from Newletter Editor 

 

Mireille reported that she has made some cosmetic changes to the newsletter, particularly 

using a smaller font that works better aesthetically.  She also reported that the deadline 

for the next newsletter would be earlier this year.   

 

IS has been discussing a member news column, but recently there has been no further 

discussion of this idea.  Mireille wondered if this idea is still on the table.  The committee 

members thought that they could probably flag down Jennifer Dorner, IS chair, during 

this meeting to ask her about it. 

 

c.  Update from Web Administrators 

 

Susanna reported that the big question for the web administrators is when ACRL is going 

to be converted to the new CMS system, Collage, and as a result how to transition the 

website to the new administrators.  Several conversion deadlines have been announced 

throughout the year, but the site still has not been converted.  The latest word is that it 

will be done after ALA.  There will probably be some issues that come up when the 

conversion does take, and she and Regan are willing to be in touch with the new 

administrators to help them. 

 

d.  Update from Listserv Administrator 

 

Alec is working on a problem of some messages not getting to all committee members.  

Some members send messages which they do not see and which other members do not 



see, yet they will see replies to those messages.  Another member cannot receive 

messages with attachments.  It is not clear yet what the problems are, but Alec will keep 

working on it. 

 

e.  Ideas for 2007-8 Committee Work and Focus 

 

The committee will need to hire two new administrators, a newsletter editor and an ILI-L 

administrator.  For the past two cycles of hiring, committee members have found that 

there is not enough response if positions are announced in November.  Often more  

applications come in if the position is re-announced in January, but it would be good to 

get more applications earlier.  The committee members recommended to Alec as 

incoming chair to try announcing the positions between August and October to see if that 

works better. 

 

The Committee discussed a possible assignment for the committee of maintaining a new 

IS wikispace.  It is open now, and relevant links back to the IS website have been put in.  

The IS leadership does not expect the wikispace to get much larger.  In fact, it is not 

supposed to duplicate the IS website.  But it could be used for marketing purposes, such 

as putting a new document of interest up for a temporary time.  Someone from the 

Communication Committee would need to try the links periodically and see if they still 

work.  The committee members thought that this would be an appropriate assignment for 

one or two members of the Communication Committee. 

 

At this point, Jennifer Dorner, IS Chair, joined the meeting, and answered some of our 

questions: 

 

 She confirmed that the project of evaluating new technologies for IS is not a 

Communication Committee assignment. 

 We shared information about the CMS conversion.  The transition may be more 

gradual than usual, and Jennifer said she would get passwords to the old CMS, 

ActiveMatter, for the incoming web administrators just in case. 

 Jennifer confirmed that she is still interested in a newsletter column.  There could 

be a web form for submitting news.  The committee members could edit the 

postings and put them on the website.  It would be possible to interview someone 

for a feature in the newsletter.  She recommends that the new chair (Alec) write 

up a proposal and send it to Jean Caspers (new IS chair).  It may be that a Type II 

publication proposal will be needed, and Exec would also need details on who 

would do what. 

 Jennifer also recommended that the committee develop a proposal for a subject 

archive to ILI-L for Exec. 

 

Jennifer then left the meeting. 

 

The committee members discussed the newsletter column idea.  The newsletter can only 

be eight pages, and Mireille wanted some clarification about whether the intent is to 



publish it all online or not.  Other members suggested that perhaps one bigger news item 

from the column could appear in the newsletter with a pointer to the rest on the web. 

 

4.  Meeting Conclusion 

 

Susanna ended the meeting by reminding new members that work will begin after the 

Annual Conference through email.  Members should be sure to update their contact 

information in their ALA profile if it changes, so that the Committee can reach them. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Melissa Becher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


